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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

BOARD OF REGENTS, THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

October 31, 2013 
 

CONVENE BOARD MEETING 
 

Chairman Phil Adams convened a regular meeting of the Board of Regents of 
The Texas A&M University System at 9:05 a.m., Thursday, October 31, 2013, in the 
Bethancourt Ballroom, Memorial Student Center, Texas A&M University, College Station, 
Texas. The following members of the Board were present: 
 

Mr. Phil Adams, Chairman 
Mr. Cliff Thomas, Vice Chairman  
Mr. Anthony G. Buzbee 
Mr. Morris E. Foster 
Ms. Elaine Mendoza 
Ms. Judy Morgan 
Mr. Charles W. Schwartz 
Mr. Jim Schwertner 
Mr. John D. White 
Mr. Nicholas Madere, Student Regent 
 

 Chairman Adams announced that a quorum of the Board was present. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Chairman Adams called on Mr. Reid Joseph, of Springdale, Arkansas, a Senior 
Industrial Distribution Major, member of the Corps of Cadets, Ross Volunteers, 
Maroon Coats, and first senior cadet elected as Student Body President in 22 years, to 
present the invocation.  
 

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 
 

Chairman Adams said the Board was very proud and thankful for everyone’s 
commitment and hard work. He said Texas A&M was in a position to take advantage of a 
branch campus in Israel. He added that there had been a lot of publicity following the 
signing last week, which was the result of hard work and collaboration from Governor 
Rick Perry and his staff, Chancellor John Sharp, and many others who worked tirelessly on 
this great opportunity. He noted that earlier this month they honored another great Aggie, 
distinguished alumnus and former hometown senator, William Tyler "Bill" Moore, 
remembered by many as the “Bull of the Brazos.” He said the recent ceremony to rename 
the John Connally Building -- which housed the A&M System offices -- to the Moore-
Connally Building, was a fitting tribute to a great public servant who gave so much of his 
life to this great university and system.  
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Chairman Adams thanked everyone on behalf of the Board for their enormous 
commitment. He added that so many faculty, staff, students and Aggie families throughout 
the A&M System work extra hard in thankless jobs. He emphasized that the Board 
appreciated their commitment, service and all they did to make the A&M System one of 
the best in the nation.  
 

CHANCELLOR’S REMARKS 
 

Chancellor Sharp said the Regents were given a summary of the many 
accomplishments of the A&M System universities and agencies, but he wanted to discuss a 
few of them. He thanked those leaders of the universities, agencies, health science center 
and law school that had helped provide an amazing team for Texas A&M. He noted that 
regarding Israel, Dr. Guy Diedrich, Vice Chancellor for Federal and State Relations, 
Dr. James Hallmark, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Dr. Karan Watson, Provost 
and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, and Rabbi Peter Tarlow of 
College Station were the ones who had achieved the breakthrough that began the process 
and they did extraordinary work. 
 

Chancellor Sharp said that earlier this month they had the pleasure of announcing 
an exclusive partnership with the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC). He advised that 
the symposium was held in accordance with Senator Leticia Van de Putte’s wishes. He 
explained that they had signed a memorandum of understanding and the partnership would 
begin the process of the TWC’s College Credit for Heroes program to assist student 
veterans in receiving their degrees faster and more cost-efficiently, without having to 
repeat courses where they might have received expertise while in the military. He added 
that the A&M System was the primary driver of this program in Texas, and 
Mr. Rod Davis, Director, Veterans Support Office, had done a great job of pulling that 
together.  
 

Chancellor Sharp reported that the information technology (IT) review was 
ongoing, but there had been some initial findings. He added that the ultimate goal was to 
develop a set of recommendations at the system level designed to increase effectiveness 
and efficiency regarding IT.  

 
He reported on a few “late breaking” things going on in the A&M System:  West 

Texas A&M University (WTAMU) under Dr. Pat O’Brien, President, was close to getting 
a new building, even though they did not receive tuition revenue bonds (TRBs) this past 
legislative session. He explained that the building would be donated to begin the process of 
moving to the downtown Amarillo area. He added that Mr. Phillip Ray, Chief Business 
Development Officer, and others were working on dormitories at Texas A&M University 
at Galveston (TAMUG). He said Dr. Dominic Dottavio, President, Tarleton State 
University, was close to a move regarding a land transaction in Fort Worth and a nursing 
school in southwestern Tarrant County.  

 
Chancellor Sharp reported that of the combined 12th Class Day enrollment figures 

for growth in all universities in Texas, 34% of the growth occurred at Texas A&M.  
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RECESS 
 
 Chairman Adams recessed the meeting at 9:15 a.m. 
 

(Secretary’s Note: The Committee on Audit convened at 9:15 a.m. and adjourned 
at 10:01 a.m. The Committee on Finance convened at 10:03 a.m. and adjourned at 
10:40 a.m. The Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant convened at 10:41 a.m., 
recessed at 10:50 a.m., reconvened at 3:01 p.m. and adjourned at 3:02 p.m. The Policy 
Review Committee convened at 10:52 a.m. and adjourned at 10:54 a.m.)  
 

RECONVENE AND RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Chairman Adams reconvened the meeting at 11:20 a.m. He recessed the meeting 
and said they would reconvene in the Board Meeting Room in executive session. He said 
as permitted by Chapter 551, Sections 71 through 74 of the Texas Government Code, in 
accordance with the law no final action, decision or vote with regard to any matter that is 
considered in executive session will be made or taken. He said they would meet in this 
room at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 (Secretary’s Note: The Board met in executive session from 11:20 a.m. until 
2:21 p.m., in the Board Meeting Room.) 
 

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AND RECESS 
 
 At 3:00 p.m., Chairman Adams reconvened the Board meeting in the Bethancourt 
Ballroom and announced that a quorum was present. He said the Board had met in 
executive session the same day, October 31, 2013, from 11:20 a.m. to 2:21 p.m., and 
considered executive session agenda items, conferred with Chancellor Sharp and 
administration, several system and university administrators and System attorneys on 
personnel, real estate and legal matters. Chairman Adams recessed the Board meeting at 
3:01 p.m.  
 

(Secretary’s Note: The Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant reconvened at 
3:01 p.m. and adjourned at 3:02 p.m.)  

 
RECONVENE 

 
 Chairman Adams reconvened the meeting at 3:03 p.m. He announced that there 
were no requests for public testimony so they would move to committee reports and the 
Board vote on agenda items. 
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 
 
 Regent Buzbee, Chairman of the Committee on Audit, said the committee met 
earlier the same day and received several reports, which included the 4th Quarter Audit 
Report, the Audit Tracking Report and Management’s Responses to the Audit Tracking 
Report. He said they also received an update on the EthicsPoint Hotline, the FY 2013 
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Internal Audit Annual Report, and an Update on the Implementation of the System Ethics 
and Compliance Program.  

 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
 
 Regent Mendoza, Chair of the Committee on Academic and Student Affairs, said 
the committee met on October 30, 2013, and received a presentation of additions to the 
metrics and analytics site, and received updates on current activity regarding the student 
learning outcomes. She noted that the committee looked at the advising student success 
measures subcommittee, the faculty recruitment and retention subcommittee, and discussed 
post-tenure review. 

 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

 
Regent Schwartz, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, said the committee met 

and considered Items 1 through 3. He said the committee recommended Items 1 through 3 
(subject to Regent Buzbee’s amendment to the exhibit for Item 3), to the full Board for 
approval.  

 
On motion of Regent Schwartz, seconded by Regent Buzbee and by a unanimous 

vote, the following minute orders were approved (240 through 242):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 240-2013 (ITEM 1) 
 

APPROVAL OF FY 2015 OPERATING BUDGET GUIDELINES, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
The Texas A&M University System guidelines for the FY 2015 operating budget, 

as shown in the attached exhibit, are hereby adopted. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 241-2013 (ITEM 2) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO 
SYSTEM POLICY 22.02 (SYSTEM INVESTMENT), 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves 
revisions to System Policy 22.02 (System Investment), as shown in the attached exhibit, 
effective immediately. 
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MINUTE ORDER 242-2013 (ITEM 3 – AMENDED EXHIBIT) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO 
SYSTEM POLICY 25.07 (CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION), 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves 
revisions to System Policy 25.07 (Contract Administration), as shown in the attached 
amended exhibit, effective immediately. 

 
~~~~ 

 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON BUILDINGS AND PHYSICAL PLANT 

 
Regent Schwertner, Chairman of the Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant, 

said the committee met earlier that day and recommended approval of Items 4 through 6, 
17 and 18 as presented. 

 
On motion of Regent Schwertner, seconded by Vice Chairman Thomas, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (243 through 247): 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 243-2013 (ITEM 4) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION FOR 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR 

THE AGRICULTURE AND BUSINESS MULTIPURPOSE CLASSROOM 
BUILDING PROJECT (5-3126) AT PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

The project scope along with a project budget of $37,800,000 for the Agriculture 
and Business Multipurpose Classroom Building Project is approved.  

 
The amount of $31,220,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-084243, 

Permanent University Fund Debt Proceeds (AUF) and the amount of $2,800,000 is 
appropriated from Account No. 05-022990, AUF Fund 047, for construction services and 
related project costs. 
 

The Agriculture and Business Multipurpose Classroom Building Project, 
Prairie View A&M University, Prairie View, Texas, is approved for construction. 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
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MINUTE ORDER 244-2013 (ITEM 5) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION 
FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 
APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE LIVE VIRUS VACCINE 

FACILITY (1-3138) FOR THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
The project scope along with a project budget of $53,830,951 for the Live Virus 

Vaccine Facility Project is approved. 
 

The amount of $1,939,481 is appropriated from Account No. 01-048600, 
BARDA-CIADM-Program Management, and the amount of $1,044,336 is appropriated 
from Account No. 01-048570, CIADM-Kalon LVV Cost Share, for pre-construction and 
construction services and related project costs. 
 

The Live Virus Vaccine Facility Project, The Texas A&M University System, 
College Station, Texas, is approved for construction. However, an initial phase of 
construction is authorized and limited to work that can be performed in an amount not to 
exceed the appropriated funds referred to above. Additional construction following the 
initial phase is approved but is contingent upon the certification by the Chancellor that 
additional cost-share funding for the project has been secured by the private partner. 
Authority is hereby granted to appropriate additional project funds as they become 
available. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 245-2013 (ITEM 6) 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO SELL 2,825 ACRES OF LAND, 

MORE OR LESS, IN MATAGORDA COUNTY, TEXAS, TO 
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, OR PERMITTED ASSIGNS, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 

approval for legal sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to sell 
2,825 acres, more or less, in the H. Hosea League Abstract 57 in Matagorda County, 
Texas, to the United States Department of the Interior U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or 
permitted assigns, for a sale price of $5,900,000, less closing costs, with ten percent of the 
net proceeds being distributed to the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center 
and the balance to the Texas A&M University College of Agriculture and Life Sciences for 
cattle research.  
 

The Chancellor, or designee, is further authorized to take any other action and to 
execute any and all documents deemed necessary to consummate the sale. 
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MINUTE ORDER 246-2013 (ITEM 17) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2014-FY 2018 SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN  
TO ADD THE CATER-MATTIL RENOVATION PROJECT WITH A  

FISCAL YEAR 2014 START DATE AND APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE 
AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AND APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION  
FOR THE CATER-MATTIL RENOVATION PROJECT, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
  

The request to amend the FY 2014-FY 2018 Texas A&M University System 
Capital Plan to add the Cater-Mattil Renovation Project for Texas A&M University with 
an FY 2014 start date is approved. 
 

The project scope along with a project budget of $7,000,000 for the Cater-Mattil 
Renovation is approved.  
 

The amount of $5,000,000 is appropriated from Account No. 08-32600-17022, 
Cater-Mattil Renovations, the amount of $1,700,000 is appropriated from Account No. 
06-240001 – TAES IDC Reserve, and $300,000 is appropriated from Account No. 
02-808852, Deferred Maintenance Program.  
 

The Cater-Mattil Renovation Project, Texas A&M University, is approved for 
construction. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 247-2013 (ITEM 18) 

 
ADOPTION OF DIRECTIVE REGARDING THE CAPITAL AND 

INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS OF TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
Vice President Robert Smith, President R. Bowen Loftin and 

Chancellor John Sharp are hereby directed to complete a comprehensive assessment of the 
needed upgrades to the existing infrastructure, buildings and facilities of the Texas A&M 
University at Galveston campus. The assessment shall consider impacts of the growing 
enrollment. The assessment should be accompanied by a plan that considers the creative 
use of available financing options, including public-private partnership arrangements and 
the identification of The Texas A&M University System resources that may be directed to 
these critical needs. 

 
~~~~ 

 
REPORT FROM THE POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
Regent Morgan, Chair of the Policy Review Committee, said the committee met 

earlier and approved Items 2 and 3 (with amended exhibit). She added that these items 
were approved by the full Board through the Committee on Finance.  
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~~~~ 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD 
 

Chairman Adams presented Items 7 and 8.  
 

On motion of Regent White, seconded by Regent Mendoza, and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute orders were approved (248 and 249): 

 
~~~~ 

 
MINUTE ORDER 248-2013 (ITEM 7) 

 
APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2013, 

TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 
System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty member at Texas A&M International 
University as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 14-01. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 249-2013 (ITEM 8) 

 
APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2013, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 
System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University as set 
forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 14-01. 

 
~~~~ 

 
Chairman Adams said Items 9 through 16 were considered in executive session.  
 
On motion of Regent White, seconded by Vice Chairman Thomas, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (250 through 257): 
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MINUTE ORDER 250-2013 (ITEM 9) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. SUSAN BALLABINA 
AS ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT, 

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE 
 

Effective November 1, 2013, Dr. Susan Ballabina is hereby appointed Associate 
Director for Program Development for the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at an 
initial salary of $130,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 251-2013 (ITEM 10) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. BRANDON GRIGGS 
AS DEAN OF STUDENT AFFAIRS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS 
 

Effective November 1, 2013, Mr. Brandon Griggs is hereby appointed Dean of 
Student Affairs at Texas A&M University-Central Texas, at an initial salary of $79,000. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 252-2013 (ITEM 11) 

 
AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO EXECUTE EMPLOYMENT 
CONTRACTS AND/OR AMENDED EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS WITH  

GARY BLAIR, HEAD WOMEN’S BASKETBALL COACH,  
ROB CHILDRESS, HEAD BASEBALL COACH,  

LAURIE CORBELLI, HEAD WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL COACH AND  
PATRICK S. HENRY, MEN’S AND WOMEN’S HEAD TRACK COACH, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
Authority is hereby granted for the President of Texas A&M University to 

negotiate and execute employment contracts and/or amended employment contracts, as 
shown in the attached exhibit, upon review for legal form and sufficiency by the Office of 
General Counsel, with the following persons: 
 

Head Women’s Basketball Coach, Gary Blair 
Head Baseball Coach, Rob Childress 
Head Women’s Volleyball Coach, Laurie Corbelli 
Men’s & Women’s Head Track Coach, Patrick S. Henry 
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MINUTE ORDER 253-2013 (ITEM 12) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. GERALD PARKER, JR., 
AS HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER VICE PRESIDENT 

FOR PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
Dr. Gerald Parker, Jr. is hereby appointed Health Science Center Vice President for 

Public Health Preparedness and Response at the Texas A&M Health Science Center, at an 
initial salary of $280,000, effective November 1, 2013. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 254-2013 (ITEM 13) 

 
APPOINTMENT OF DR. DONNA C. LANG 

AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC OPERATIONS 
AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

Effective immediately, Dr. Donna C. Lang is hereby appointed Vice President for 
Academic Operations at Texas A&M University at Galveston, at an initial salary of 
$162,390. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 255-2013 (ITEM 14) 

 
APPOINTMENT OF DR. BRETT GIROIR AS  

INTERIM CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,  
TEXAS A&M HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

Dr. Brett Giroir is hereby appointed Interim Chief Executive Officer, Texas A&M 
Health Science Center, effective November 1, 2013, at an initial salary of $551,000. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 256-2013 (ITEM 15) 

 
APPOINTMENT OF DR. GUY DIEDRICH 

AS VICE CHANCELLOR FOR STRATEGIC INITIATIVES, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
Dr. Guy Diedrich is hereby appointed Vice Chancellor for Strategic Initiatives, 

The Texas A&M University System, effective November 1, 2013, at a salary of $325,000. 
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MINUTE ORDER 257-2013 (ITEM 16) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. TOMMY WILLIAMS 
AS VICE CHANCELLOR FOR FEDERAL AND STATE RELATIONS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

Mr. Tommy Williams is hereby appointed Vice Chancellor for Federal and State 
Relations, The Texas A&M University System, effective December 2, 2013, at an initial 
salary of $300,000. 

 
~~~~ 

 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 
 Chairman Adams presented Consent Items C-1 through C-5 and C-7 through C-28. 
He noted that the Exhibit for Item C-27 was revised prior to the meeting. 
 

(Secretary’s Note: C-6 intentionally omitted.) 
 

On motion of Vice Chairman Thomas, seconded by Regent White, and by a 
unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (258 through 284): 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 258-2013 (ITEM C-1) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH A QUASI-ENDOWMENT 
ENTITLED “AUXILIARY VENDORS SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT,” 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System authorizes the 
president of Prairie View A&M University to establish a quasi-endowment entitled 
“Auxiliary Vendors Scholarship Endowment.” The account will be created with funds that 
Prairie View A&M University received from Sodexho as a result of the new dining 
contract. Endowment earnings generated from this quasi-endowment will be used to fund 
scholarships (for housing and dining) for current students at Prairie View A&M 
University. 
 

The president is also authorized to repurpose the quasi-endowment in the event of 
an emergency. 
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MINUTE ORDER 259-2013 (ITEM C-2) 
 

APPROVAL OF A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE WITH A MAJOR IN 
DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS, AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL 

FROM THE TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Prairie View A&M University leading to a 
Bachelor of Science Degree with a major in Digital Media Arts. 

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Prairie View A&M University’s new 

degree program to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 260-2013 (ITEM C-3) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEGREE PROGRAM, AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL 

FROM THE TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Tarleton State University leading to a Bachelor 
of Science in Public Health. 

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Tarleton State University’s new degree 

program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 261-2013 (ITEM C-4) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN  
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING DEGREE PROGRAM AND  
AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE  
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 
establishment of a new degree program at Tarleton State University leading to a Bachelor 
of Science in Electrical Engineering.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Tarleton State University’s new degree 

program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
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MINUTE ORDER 262-2013 (ITEM C-5) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CIVIL ENGINEERING 
DEGREE PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL 

FROM THE TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Tarleton State University leading to a Bachelor 
of Science in Civil Engineering.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Tarleton State University’s new degree 

program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 263-2013 (ITEM C-7) 
 

NAMING OF THE  
“J. WAYNE STARK ’39 MSC STUDENT PROGRAMS SUITE,” 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Memorial Student Center Programs Suite located in the Memorial Student 
Center on the campus of Texas A&M University is hereby named the “J. Wayne Stark ‘39 
MSC Student Programs Suite.” 
 

MINUTE ORDER 264-2013 (ITEM C-8) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF THREE BOARD MEMBERS AND 
REAPPOINTMENT OF NINE BOARD MEMBERS TO THE 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON BOARD OF VISITORS, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby appoints 

Mr. Robb Erickson, Mr. Arthur Damon Gowan and Mr. Brian Roy, Jr. and reappoints 
Mr. Wade Battles, Mr. Christopher Cahill, Mr. Peter Huddleston, Mr. James P. McGregor, 
Dr. Greg Mitchell, Mr. Frank Muller, Mr. Chris Orth and Mr. Victor Pierson to the 
Texas A&M University at Galveston Board of Visitors for a term of three years, effective 
November 4, 2013. 
 

The Board hereby reappoints Mr. Michael E. Cokinos to the Texas A&M 
University at Galveston Board of Visitors for a term of three years, effective 
December 1, 2013. 
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MINUTE ORDER 265-2013 (ITEM C-9) 
 

REAPPOINTMENT OF MR. BILL E. CARTER, MR. DAVE ELMENDORF, 
MR. WILLIAM H. “BILL” FLORES, DR. WENDY L. GRAMM 

AND MR. FRANK M. MULLER TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE PRIVATE ENTERPRISE RESEARCH CENTER, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System reappoints 
Mr. Bill E. Carter, Mr. Dave Elmendorf, Mr. William H. “Bill” Flores, 
Dr. Wendy L. Gramm and Mr. Frank M. Muller to the Board of Directors of the 
Private Enterprise Research Center, Texas A&M University, for a term of five years, 
effective September 1, 2013. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 266-2013 (ITEM C-10) 

 
ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING THE  

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD TEAM AND THE  
WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD TEAM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 
resolution as set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 267-2013 (ITEM C-11) 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CENTER FOR SPORTFISH SCIENCE  
AND CONSERVATION, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 

The Center for Sportfish Science and Conservation is hereby established as an 
organizational unit of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi within the Harte Research 
Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 268-2013 (ITEM C-12) 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LONE STAR UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION,  
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI/ 

TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 
 

The Lone Star Unmanned Aircraft Systems Center of Excellence and Innovation is 
hereby established as a joint Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and Texas A&M 
Engineering Experiment Station center. 
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MINUTE ORDER 269-2013 (ITEM C-13) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE DEGREE 
PROGRAM WITH A MAJOR IN NURSING AND SPECIALIZATIONS 

IN FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER AND EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP, 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi leading 
to a Doctor of Nursing Practice degree with a Major in Nursing and specializations in 
Family Nurse Practitioner and Executive Leadership. 
 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi’s 
new degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for 
approval and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have 
been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 270-2013 (ITEM C-14) 
 

NAMINGS WITHIN FOUNDER’S HALL (BUILDING ONE), 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS 

 
Room 207 on the second floor of Founder’s Hall is hereby named, “The Officer 

Bobby Hornsby Memorial Classroom.” 
 

The Student Commons on the third floor of Founder’s Hall is hereby named, 
“The American Business Women’s Association and Stephen Bufton Memorial Education 
Fund Student Commons.” 
 

MINUTE ORDER 271-2013 (ITEM C-15) 
 

APPROVAL OF NEW FACULTY ACADEMIC WORKLOAD RULE, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS 

 
New Rule 12.03.99.D1 (Faculty Workload), for Texas A&M University-

Central Texas, as shown in the attached exhibit, is approved, effective immediately. 
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MINUTE ORDER 272-2013 (ITEM C-16) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE PROGRAM  
WITH A MAJOR IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE, AND AUTHORIZATION  

TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE  
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 
establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Kingsville leading to a 
Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in Criminal Justice. 
 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Kingsville’s new 
degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 
and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 273-2013 (ITEM C-17) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE PROGRAM  
WITH A MAJOR IN CRIMINOLOGY, AND AUTHORIZATION TO  

REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE  
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 
establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Kingsville leading to a 
Master of Science degree with a major in Criminology. 
 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Kingsville’s new 
degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 
and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 274-2013 (ITEM C-18) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW MASTER OF MUSIC IN PERFORMANCE 
DEGREE PROGRAM, AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL 

FROM THE TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Kingsville leading to a 
Master of Music in Performance degree. 
 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Kingsville’s new 
degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 
and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
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MINUTE ORDER 275-2013 (ITEM C-19) 
 

APPROVAL OF NEW STUDENT TRAVEL RULE, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 

 
New Rule 13.04.99.H1 (Student Travel), for Texas A&M University-Texarkana, as 

shown in the attached exhibit, is approved, effective immediately. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 276-2013 (ITEM C-20) 
 

NAMING OF THE  
“UL/WTAMU ADVANCED WIND TURBINE TEST FACILITY,” 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

A stand-alone facility located on the West Texas A&M University Nance Ranch is 
hereby named the “UL/WTAMU Advanced Wind Turbine Test Facility.” 

 
MINUTE ORDER 277-2013 (ITEM C-21) 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH QUASI-ENDOWMENTS 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE TURBOMACHINERY LAB 
AND DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING, 
TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System authorizes the 

director of the Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station to establish the following 
quasi-endowments with Turbomachinery Lab unrestricted short course residual funds: 

 
 The “Nelson-Jackson Professorship in Mechanical Engineering Quasi-

Endowment,” the earnings from which will be used to supplement the 
existing Nelson-Jackson Professorship in Mechanical Engineering at Texas 
A&M University; 

 
 The “Turbomachinery Distinguished Lecture Series Quasi-Endowment,” the 

earnings from which will be used to support a series of lectures given by 
prominent speakers in the area of turbomachinery; 

 
 The “Founders Endowed Scholarship Quasi-Endowment,” the earnings from 

which will be used to supplement the existing Founders Endowed 
Scholarship at Texas A&M University;  

 
 The “Ralph-James Endowed Fellowship Quasi-Endowment,” the earnings 

from which will be used to supplement the existing Ralph-James Endowed 
Fellowship at Texas A&M University; 

 
 The “Mast-Childs Professorship in Mechanical Engineering Quasi-

Endowment,” the earnings from which will be used to supplement the 
existing Mast-Childs Professorship in Mechanical Engineering; and  
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 The “Turbomachinery Lab Excellence Fund Quasi-Endowment,” the 
earnings from which will be used to support the activities of the 
Turbomachinery Lab. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 278-2013 (ITEM C-22) 

 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

TRANSPORTATION POLICY RESEARCH CENTER, 
TEXAS A&M TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

 
The Transportation Policy Research Center is hereby established within the 

Texas A&M Transportation Institute. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 279-2013 (ITEM C-23) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 8, 2013, REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING, THE AUGUST 13, 2013, TELEPHONIC BOARD MEETING, AND 

THE SEPTEMBER 7, 2013, SPECIAL BOARD MEETING, BOARD OF REGENTS, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
The Minutes of the August 8, 2013, Regular Board Meeting, the August 13, 2013, 

Telephonic Board Meeting and the September 7, 2013, Special Board Meeting are hereby 
approved. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 280-2013 (ITEM C-24) 

 
DESIGNATION OF THE REGENTS PROFESSOR AWARDS AND THE 

REGENTS FELLOW SERVICE AWARDS FOR EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DURING FISCAL YEAR 2012-13, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby grants the 

designation of “Regents Professor” for exemplary performance during FY 2012-13 to the 
following 13 faculty members, effective immediately: 

 
Dr. Byron W. Benson, Texas A&M Health Science Center 
Dr. Joan M. Brumm, Texas A&M University-Texarkana 
Dr. Paul C. Dechow, Texas A&M Health Science Center 
Dr. Bryant Griffith, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 
Dr. Christopher E. Guthrie, Tarleton State University 
Dr. Glen A. Laine, Texas A&M University 
Dr. Stephen W. McDaniel, Texas A&M University 
Dr. John L. Pipkin, West Texas A&M University 
Dr. Helen L. Reed, Texas A&M University, Texas A&M Engineering Experiment 

Station 
Dr. Matthew N. O. Sadiku, Prairie View A&M University 
Dr. Nestor W. Sherman, Texas A&M University-Kingsville 



Minutes – October 31, 2013  Page 19 of 21 
 

Dr. Stephen B. Smith, Texas A&M University, Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
Dr. Jon E. Travis, Texas A&M University-Commerce 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby grants the 

designation of “Regents Fellow” for exemplary professional service during FY 2012-13 to 
the following seven agency service, extension and research professionals, effective 
immediately: 
 

Dr. Susan G. Ballabina, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
Dr. Paul J. Carlson, Texas A&M Transportation Institute 
Dr. Andrés de la Concha-Bermejillo, Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic 

Laboratory 
Dr. Stephen D. Green, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
Dr. H. Brent Pemberton, Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
Mr. Jorge R. Pena, Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service 
Dr. Michael V. Pishko, Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 281-2013 (ITEM C-25) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO ADMINISTER  
GOVERNMENT CLASSIFIED CONTRACTS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
The individuals occupying the following positions at The Texas A&M University 

System have been or will be processed for a personnel security clearance for access to 
classified information, to the level of the facility clearance granted to the A&M System, as 
provided for in the National Industrial Security Program Operating Manual. In addition, 
all replacements for such positions will be processed for security clearance. 
 

John Sharp, Chancellor 
The Texas A&M University System 
 
Dr. Theresa Fossum, Vice Chancellor for Global and Corporate Partnerships 
The Texas A&M University System 
 
Dr. Jon Mogford, Vice Chancellor for Research 
The Texas A&M University System 

 
Kevin Gamache, Facility Security Officer 
The Texas A&M University System 

 
Dr. Diane Hurtado, Assistant Vice President for Federal Relations 
Texas A&M University 

 
The Board of Regents delegates to the above named group all authority pertaining 

to the protection of classified contracts awarded to the A&M System by the Department of 
Defense or user agencies of its Industrial Security Program. 
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The members of the Board of Regents named below shall not have nor require 
access to classified information disclosed to the A&M System. These board members can 
be effectively excluded from access to all classified information disclosed to the 
A&M System and do not occupy positions that would enable them to adversely affect the 
policies or practices of the member institutions or agencies of the A&M System in the 
performance of classified contracts; therefore, these named members of the Board of 
Regents need not be processed for personnel clearance. 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

Phil Adams 
Anthony G. Buzbee 

Morris E. Foster 
Elaine Mendoza 

Judy Morgan 
Charles W. Schwartz 

Jim Schwertner 
Cliff Thomas 
John D. White 

Nicholas Madere 
 

MINUTE ORDER 282-2013 (ITEM C-26) 
 

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT AND COMMISSIONING  
OF PEACE OFFICERS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
In accordance with System Policy 34.06 (Appointment, Commissioning and 

Authority of Peace Officers), the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System 
confirms the appointment and commissioning of campus peace officers by the presidents 
of their respective system member universities, in accordance with the requirements of the 
law, and as shown in the exhibit attached to the official minutes, subject to their taking the 
oath required of peace officers. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 283-2013 (ITEM C-27 – REVISED EXHIBIT) 

 
GRANTING OF THE TITLE OF EMERITUS/EMERITA, 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2013, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
In recognition of long and distinguished service to The Texas A&M University 

System, the Board of Regents hereby confirms the recommendation of the Chancellor, and 
confers the title of “Emeritus/Emerita” upon the individuals as shown in the attached 
revised exhibit, Emeritus/Emerita Title List No. 14-01, and grants all rights and privileges 
of this title. 
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MINUTE ORDER 284-2013 (ITEM C-28) 
 

REPORT ON SYSTEM CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS AUTHORIZED  
BY THE BOARD, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System received a report on 

System Construction Projects authorized by the Board as set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

~~~~ 
 Chairman Adams said one of the items approved was a resolution honoring the 
Texas A&M Men’s and Women’s Track and Field teams. Chairman Adams congratulated 
Mr. Eric Hyman, Athletic Director, and Coach Pat Henry.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Chairman Adams announced that the next regular Board meeting would be held on 
January 30-31, 2013, on the campus of Texas A&M University at Galveston. 
 
 Regent Schwertner said that each year the National Science Foundation (NSF) 
ranked universities according to the amount of money they received for research, and 
Regent Foster had been a leader in these efforts. Regent Schwertner said in 2009 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research was ranked 8th and today they were ranked 4th, at 
$121 million. He pointed out that with an additional $20 million, AgriLife Research would 
be ranked No. 1 in the nation. He congratulated Dr. Mark Hussey, Vice Chancellor and 
Dean of Agriculture and Life Sciences; Dr. Craig Nessler, Director, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research, and all associated with agriculture research.  
 

Chairman Adams offered his congratulations along with Regent Schwertner. 
 

ADJOURN 
 

 There being no further business, on motion of Vice Chairman Thomas, seconded 
by Regent White, the meeting was adjourned at 3:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
      Vickie Burt Spillers 
      Executive Director, Board of Regents 
 
VBS:gak 
(Gwen Kirby, Senior Office Associate, Office of the Board of Regents transcribed these minutes.) 
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