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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

BOARD OF REGENTS, THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

September 3, 2014 
 

CONVENE 
 

Chairman Phil Adams convened a regular meeting of the Board of Regents of 
The Texas A&M University System at 8:01 a.m., Wednesday, September 3, 2014, in the 
Board Meeting Room on the campus of Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas. 
The following members of the Board were present: 
 

Mr. Phil Adams, Chairman 
Mr. Cliff Thomas, Vice Chairman  
Mr. Anthony G. Buzbee 
Mr. Morris Foster 
Ms. Elaine Mendoza 
Ms. Judy Morgan 
Mr. Charles W. Schwartz 
Mr. Jim Schwertner 
Mr. John D. White  
Mr. Colton L. Buckley, Student Regent 
 

 Chairman Adams announced that a quorum of the Board was present. 
 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Chairman Adams announced that the Board would recess to executive session as 
permitted by Chapter 551, Sections 71, 72, 73 and 74 of the Texas Government Code, in 
accordance with the law, no final action, decision or vote with regard to any matter that is 
considered in executive session would be made or taken.  
 
 (Secretary’s Note: The Board met in executive session from 8:03 a.m. until 
10:11 a.m.) 
 

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AND RECESS 
 
Chairman Adams reconvened the meeting in open session at 10:12 a.m. in the 

Board Meeting Room. He announced that the Board had met in executive session on 
September 3, 2014, from 8:03 a.m. to 10:11 a.m. and considered executive session agenda 
items and conferred with Chancellor John Sharp, several system and university 
administrators and system attorneys on personnel, real property and legal matters. He 
recessed the meeting and announced that the Board would reconvene at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Bethancourt Ballroom in the Memorial Student Center. 
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RECONVENE 
 

Chairman Adams reconvened the meeting at 10:33 a.m. in the Bethancourt 
Ballroom and announced that a quorum of the Board was present.  
 

INVOCATION 
 

Chairman Adams called on Cadet Ryan Krieder, Mascot Corporal in the Corps of 
Cadets from College Station, who presented the invocation. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 
 

Chairman Adams thanked everyone for joining them for the September Board 
meeting. He welcomed Mr. Colton Buckley, Student Regent, who was attending his first 
meeting as student regent. He said Student Regent Buckley was from Gatesville and a 
student at Tarleton State University pursing a Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural 
Services and Development.  

 
Chairman Adams said on behalf of the Board, not a day passed that students, 

faculty and staff throughout all of the A&M System did not amaze them. He added that it 
was a pleasure for them to be a small part, but hopefully contributors to the success of the 
System knowing this was a foundation that would endure and pay forward to future 
generations of the fine universities and agencies of the A&M System.  
 
 Chairman Adams said he knew the presidents, chief executive officers (CEOs), 
athletic directors and coaches had done a great job in preparing their student athletes to 
represent their perspective universities. Chairman Adams said that Texas A&M was in the 
opening phase of one of the largest stadium redevelopments in collegiate history. He added 
that it was a great feat, and on behalf of the Board, thanked all who were involved in this 
monumental project. 
 
 Chairman Adams said the A&M System was on an enviable trajectory and their 
actions were aimed at enabling this trajectory and their track for excellence to continue on 
all fronts -- from teaching to research to infrastructure management and development. He 
added that as they headed into the fall semester they wanted to congratulate incoming 
freshman, transfer and graduate students, as well as all of the new faculty, administration 
and staff to the A&M System. He extended best wishes for a healthy and prosperous 
semester and thanked everyone for all they continued to do to make the A&M System the 
best. 
 

CHANCELLOR’S REMARKS 
 
 Chancellor Sharp highlighted accomplishments of the A&M System (a copy of 
which is on file in the Office of the Board of Regents). 
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UPDATE ON THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 
COMPANY (UTIMCO) AND THE PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND 

 
 Mr. Bruce Zimmerman, CEO, UTIMCO, presented this update (a copy of which is 
on file in the Office of the Board of Regents). 
  
 Chairman Adams thanked Mr. Zimmerman, Regents Foster and White for all they 
did and said he appreciated the presentation. 
 
 Chancellor Sharp recognized two individuals. He said Dr. Tammy Beckham, 
Director, Texas Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (TVMDL), was going to the 
Institute for Infectious Diseases, and they appreciated all the work she had done in 
securing the new TVMDL building, and her service to the A&M System and the state of 
Texas.  
 
 Chancellor Sharp said it was with mixed feelings that he announced that 
Mr. Steve Moore, Vice Chancellor for Marketing and Communications, had accepted a 
position with The University of Texas Southwestern in Dallas, Texas. He thanked 
Mr. Moore for what he had done for the all of the A&M System institutions and added that 
Mr. Moore was a master; they would miss him and wished him luck. 
 
 Chairman Adams told Dr. Beckham and Mr. Moore that the Board seconded what 
Chancellor Sharp had said. He said they appreciated them and thanked them very much. 
 

RECESS 
 
 Chairman Adams recessed the meeting at 11:14 a.m. 
 

(Secretary’s Note: The Committee on Finance convened at 11:14 a.m. and 
adjourned at 11:20 a.m. The Committee on Audit convened at 11:21 a.m. and recessed at 
11:50 a.m. The Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant convened at 11:55 a.m. and 
adjourned at 11:58 a.m.)  

 
RECONVENE 

 
 Chairman Adams reconvened the meeting at 11:58 a.m. He announced that the 
Board would receive public testimony from Reverend Walter Pendleton (a copy of which 
is on file in the Office of the Board of Regents). 
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 
 
 Regent Buzbee, Chairman of the Committee on Audit, said the committee met 
earlier the same day and received several reports, including the Third Quarter 
Audit Report, the Audit Tracking Report, Update on the EthicsPoint Hotline and a 
presentation regarding compliance related to Information Technology security issues. He 
said the committee also approved Item 1 as presented.  
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 On motion of Regent Buzbee, seconded by Vice Chairman Thomas, and by a 
unanimous vote, the following minute order was approved (127): 

 
~~~~ 

 
MINUTE ORDER 127-2014 (ITEM 1) 

 
APPROVAL OF SYSTEM INTERNAL AUDIT PLAN FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves the 
System Internal Audit Plan for Fiscal Year 2015, a copy of which is attached to the official 
minutes. 

~~~~ 
 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
 
 Regent Mendoza, Chair, reported that a quorum of the committee had met the 
previous day and received a briefing on the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics (STEAM) program versus the Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) program. She said STEAM involved adding Arts into STEM 
education and trying to encourage creativity and innovation. She advised that they were at 
the tip of the iceberg on discovering how, via the colleges of education and colleges of 
science and engineering; they could further develop that into part of their curriculum for 
students. She thanked Dr. James Hallmark, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, for 
providing a speaker who got them thinking along those lines.  
 
 Regent Mendoza announced that she had briefed the committee on the 
Subcommittee on Law School Affairs. She advised that Dr. Karan Watson, Provost and 
Executive Vice President, and Dr. Andrew Morriss, Dean of the Texas A&M School of 
Law, shared the baseline of where the law school was and strategies for taking it to the 
next level. She said they were very encouraging, and knew they would all be proud of what 
they were doing in Fort Worth.  
 
 Regent Mendoza said Dr. Hallmark discussed outcomes-based funding at the 
legislative level, what the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) 
proposed, and how it might affect system members.  
 
 Regent Mendoza said Student Regent Buckley had listened intently as 
Dr. Hallmark outlined what they were doing in advising to try and “up their game” in that 
area. She emphasized that she knew he would be a critical part in helping them ensure they 
were looking at all aspects of advising, including professional advising and faculty 
advising. Regent Mendoza said that Dr. Watson had briefed the committee on 
faculty recruitment and retention, and their focus on department heads across the System. 
She said they were working to ensure that they had a consistent way of training department 
heads to look at faculty and how they were meeting their goals. 
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 Regent Mendoza thanked Ms. Cathy Smock, Chief Auditor, and Regent Buzbee for 
auditing the EmpowerU system. She said the system was audited for what it was supposed 
to do and for the credibility of the data and information, and received a Code 2 Audit, 
which was good. She advised that the next fall data set would be uploaded to the website, 
and was meaningful and credible. 
 

 Chairman Adams thanked Regent Mendoza for her committee’s work and her 
tireless commitment. 
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 

 Regent Schwartz, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, said the committee met 
and considered Items 2 and 3, and recommended the adoption of these items. 
 
 On motion of Regent Schwartz, seconded by Regent Mendoza and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute orders were approved (128 and 129):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 128-2014 (ITEM 2) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND BONDS, SERIES 20__, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 The resolution authorizing the issuance of the Board of Regents of The Texas 
A&M University System Permanent University Fund Bonds, Series 20__, substantially in 
the form of the attached exhibit, is adopted. The Chief Investment Officer and Treasurer, 
or other designated financial officer, is hereby authorized to take such actions as are 
necessary to accomplish the purposes of the resolution, including those relating to the 
issuance, sale, security and delivery of the bonds, all in accordance with the provisions of 
the resolution. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 129-2014 (ITEM 3) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

REVENUE FINANCING SYSTEM BONDS, SERIES 20__, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 The resolution authorizing the issuance of the Board of Regents of 
The Texas A&M University System Revenue Financing System Bonds, Series 20__, 
substantially in the form of the attached exhibit, is adopted. The Chief Investment Officer 
and Treasurer, or other designated financial officer, is hereby authorized to take such 
actions as are necessary to accomplish the purposes of the resolution, including those 
relating to the issuance, sale, security and delivery of the bonds, all in accordance with the 
provisions of the resolution. 

~~~~ 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON BUILDINGS AND PHYSICAL PLANT 

 
Regent Schwertner, Chairman of the Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant, 

reported that the committee met earlier the same day and recommended approval of 
Items 4 and 5 as presented.  
 
 On motion of Regent Schwartz, seconded by Regent Mendoza and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute orders were approved (130 and 131):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 130-2014 (ITEM 4) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2015-FY 2019 SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN 
TO ADD THE COMPLETION OF CORPS DORM RENOVATION PROJECT 
(02-3162) AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY WITH A FY 2015 START DATE, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

The request to amend the FY 2015-FY 2019 Texas A&M University System 
Capital Plan to add the Completion of Corps Dorm Renovation Project for Texas A&M 
University with an FY 2015 start date and a total planning amount of $115,660,000 is 
approved. 

 
The amount of $11,500,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-030062, 

Residence Halls, for preconstruction services and related project costs. 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 
obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 
to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 
meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 
that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 
satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 131-2014 (ITEM 5) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 
APPROPRIATION FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 

SERVICES, AND APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE 
FY 2014 UTILITY PRODUCTION UPGRADE PROJECT (02-3159), 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
The project scope along with a project budget of $20,173,400 for the FY 2014 

Utility Production Upgrade Project is approved. 
 

The amount of $20,173,400 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 
Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds (Utility Revenue), for preconstruction and 
construction services and related project costs. The amount of $2,017,000 is reverted to 
Account No. 02-027016, Utilities and Energy Management. 
 

The FY 2014 Utility Production Upgrade Project, Texas A&M University, 
College Station, Texas, is approved for construction.  
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s).  
 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 
obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 
to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 
meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 
that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 
satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 
~~~~ 

 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD 

 
 (Secretary’s Note: Item 6 was moved to Consent Item C-39.) 
 
 Chairman Adams called on Chancellor Sharp to present Item 7.  
 
 Chancellor Sharp announced that they had some special guests present. He pointed 
out that for a while they had been trying to determine how to have an A&M System 
research institute that looked into the future and not just related to education. Chancellor 
Sharp said that by developing a research institute like this, especially with financing in 
place, the A&M System would be the place for legislators, members of boards of regents, 
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industry and others to come. He advised that the A&M System professors and researchers 
could perform the research, which would be a huge asset to Texas. He said Mr. Ted 
Houghton, Chair, Texas Transportation Commission and the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TXDOT) began talking to the A&M System about doing that kind of 
research with engineers, Texas A&M Transportation Institute (TTI) and others. Chancellor 
Sharp explained that TXDOT had provided the impetus and financial assistance, and it was 
happening because they came to the A&M System with the idea of how to get it going. He 
said Mr. Houghton, General Joe Weber, Executive Director, and Mr. John Barton, 
Deputy Executive Director, were leaders in TXDOT. He thanked them for what they were 
doing, and said it would pay huge dividends for Texas.  
 
 Mr. Houghton advised that their charge was to provide safe, reliable transportation 
and provide economic opportunity for the citizens of Texas. He noted that this new 
institute’s charge was to look beyond asphalt and concrete, whether it was the 
Drone Program at Amazon or the Skunk Works Program at Lockheed Martin or IBM’s 
Watson Program -- to those technology-driven, forward-looking projects they had not 
thought of. He added that they needed to look in that direction, since they could no longer 
solve the congestion needs by just putting a lot of asphalt and concrete on the ground. He 
said they still needed to do that and would continue to work with great industry partners 
like TTI, but the A&M System was the place to house this institution and this was a great 
opportunity. Mr. Houghton pointed out that they would fund a great portion of the 
institution through TXDOT, and they were looking forward to it. He said the two men that 
would be leading the charge were General Weber and Mr. Barton. He emphasized that they 
had the best and brightest at TXDOT who wanted to team up with the best and brightest at 
the A&M System to solve the issues, and be on the wave nationally and internationally -- 
not just react to it.   
 
 General Weber thanked Chairman Adams and noted that in July, they held a 
commission meeting and technology for the future was on that meeting agenda. He said 
Mr. Billy Hamilton, Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Financial Officer (CFO), and 
Mr. Tommy Williams, Vice Chancellor for Federal and State Relations, attended the 
meeting to discuss their interest in collaborating in that initiative and looking at research. 
General Weber explained that this institute was important because when he arrived at 
TXDOT, he felt that they needed to raise the bar on research and look further into the 
future. He emphasized that they needed to be ready in Texas, it needed to be integrated into 
what they did, and they needed to be leaders in discovery and testing. He thanked 
Chancellor Sharp and Mr. Houghton for giving them the opportunity to work together on 
this to make Texas’ transportation system the best in the world now, and as well as in the 
future.  
 
 Mr. Barton reported that he had worked with Mr. Hamilton over the last several 
months to discuss this opportunity. He questioned what students that followed 
Student Regent Buckley would have in their automobiles in 2052, if they even have 
automobiles. He asked how Texas communities would look with a population of 
50 million versus today’s 26 million. He asked where water supplies would come from and 
how would the transportation network support that; what agricultural supply would they 
provide to Texans and how would they produce that product and deliver it across the state. 
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Mr. Barton said the grandfather and father of transportation in Texas, Dewitt C. Greer, met 
with men and women in 1945 and 1950 and envisioned what they call the interstate 
highway system and most of it was built between 1960 and 1980. Mr. Barton said that their 
challenge was getting out of the everyday grind of patching potholes, etc. and thinking 
about what this transportation system would look like in 2050 or 2100. He said they 
believed that a flagship university like Texas A&M and the A&M System could allow 
them to think about the opportunities and policies, practices and programs they needed for 
the future. He pointed out that they were excited about this opportunity. Mr. Barton said 
that as Deputy Executive Director and Chief Engineer at TXDOT, he could tell them that 
this was mission critical. He stressed that it was not something they wanted to do; it was 
something they had to do to sustain the future of Texas. Chairman Adams thanked each of 
them for all they continued to do. 
 

Mr. Hamilton said he wanted to put this in context of what they had in mind. He 
said in 1992, the Comptroller of Public Accounts asked them to perform a study called 
“Forces of Change” that outlined the forces that would affect the Texas economy in the 
coming decades. He pointed out that Mr. Barton had listed some things that had happened 
since then, but related to the Texas economy, the internet was born, hydraulic fracturing 
which was barely heard of had become a boom, there was the tech boom and bust, public 
college tuition was deregulated and there was the Great Recession. Mr. Hamilton said in 
1992, the comptroller was worried about those issues because of the long-term financial 
consequences for state government and the impact on the economy. He said when 
Mr. Houghton and General Weber came forward with this idea -- it was a light bulb 
moment. He emphasized that it registered with them that with the institutions in the 
A&M System they had one of the most important tools nationally for solving these long-
term critical issues like transportation, water, education and all manner of infrastructure. 
Mr. Hamilton said they could bring that power to the solution of the problems in operation 
with partners at the federal, state and industry level. He noted that they had been talking 
with industry, other state agencies and the legislature to test their theory and had found that 
there was a critical need among policy makers and industry for solutions to these problems. 
He said the problems today were the problems of 20 years ago. He stressed that for a 
growing state like Texas, they needed answers and creative solutions. Mr. Hamilton 
explained that this would be a small, compact operation, which utilized the A&M System’s 
resources. He stated that this institution would address the problems they discovered in 
1992. He said since then they had discovered that there was a lot of interaction between 
these problems. He pointed out that without a water supply, energy production became a 
problem, and without a water supply, the agricultural enterprise became a problem. 
Mr. Hamilton said without transportation, none of this was possible; they were all 
interrelated, and with this institution, they had a chance to address that.  
 

On motion of Regent Mendoza, seconded by Regent White, and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was approved (132): 

 
~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 132-2014 (ITEM 7) 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM AREA 41 INSTITUTE, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

The Texas A&M University System Area 41 Institute is hereby established as an 
institute within the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research at The Texas A&M 
University System. 

 
~~~~ 

 
 (Secretary’s Note: Items 8 and 9 were withdrawn.) 

 
Chairman Adams presented Items 10 through 23, which were considered in 

executive session. 
 
On motion of Regent Schwertner, seconded by Regent Buzbee, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (134 through 147): 
 

 (Secretary’s Note: Minute Order No. 133-2014 was intentionally unused.) 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 134-2014 (ITEM 10) 
 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO NEGOTIATE AND 
EXECUTE EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS AND/OR AMEND EMPLOYMENT 

CONTRACTS WTH HEAD FOOTBALL COACH KEVIN SUMLIN; 
HEAD MEN’S BASKETBALL COACH BILLY KENNEDY; 

HEAD MEN’S GOLF COACH J.T. HIGGINS; AND 
HEAD WOMEN’S TENNIS COACH HOWARD JOFFE, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

Authority is hereby granted to the President of Texas A&M University to negotiate 
and execute employment contracts and/or amend employment contracts, upon review for 
legal form and sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, with the following persons: 

 
Head Football Coach, Kevin Sumlin 
Head Men’s Basketball Coach, Billy Kennedy 
Head Men’s Golf Coach, J. T. Higgins 
Head Women’s Tennis Coach, Howard Joffe 
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MINUTE ORDER 135-2014 (ITEM 11) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. FELECIA M. NAVE 
AS PROVOST AND SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS, 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

Effective immediately, Dr. Felecia M. Nave is hereby appointed Provost and 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs at Prairie View A&M University, at an initial 
salary of $210,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 136-2014 (ITEM 12) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. BARBARA H. NEMECEK 
AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

Effective immediately, Dr. Barbara H. Nemecek is hereby appointed Dean of the 
College of Business Administration at Tarleton State University, at an initial salary of 
$170,000. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 137-2014 (ITEM 13) 

 
APPOINTMENT OF DR. BARRY D. LAMBERT 

AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES, 
TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
Effective immediately, Dr. Barry D. Lambert is hereby appointed Dean of the 

College of Graduate Studies at Tarleton State University, at an initial salary of $150,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 138-2014 (ITEM 14) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. JORDAN M. BARKLEY 
AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
Effective immediately, Dr. Jordan M. Barkley is hereby appointed Dean of the 

College of Education at Tarleton State University, at an initial salary of $150,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 139-2014 (ITEM 15) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. JEFFREY KIRK 
AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS 

 
Effective immediately, Dr. Jeffrey Kirk, Ph.D., is hereby appointed Dean of the 

College of Education at Texas A&M University-Central Texas, at an initial salary of 
$120,000. 
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MINUTE ORDER 140-2014 (ITEM 16) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF MS. DINA SOSA-HEGARTY 
AS DEAN OF ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT & RETENTION, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 
 
Effective immediately, Ms. Dina Sosa-Hegarty is hereby appointed Dean of 

Enrollment Management & Retention at Texas A&M University-Commerce, at an initial 
salary of $95,000. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 141-2014 (ITEM 17) 

 
APPOINTMENT OF MS. ALICIA CURRIN 

AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
Effective immediately, Ms. Alicia Currin is hereby appointed Vice President for 

Business and Administration at Texas A&M University-Commerce, at an initial salary of 
$190,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 142-2014 (ITEM 18) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. DONALD R. PETERSON 
AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, 

TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 

 
Effective immediately, Dr. Donald R. Peterson is hereby appointed Dean of the 

College of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics at Texas A&M 
University-Texarkana, at an initial salary of $150,000. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 143-2014 (ITEM 19) 

 
APPOINTMENT OF DR. JERRY R. STRAWSER 

AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
Effective immediately, Dr. Jerry R. Strawser is hereby appointed Vice President for 

Finance & Administration and CFO at Texas A&M University, at an initial salary of 
$362,000. 
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MINUTE ORDER 144-2014 (ITEM 20) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF MS. SHERRI BAYS 
AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR BUSINESS AND FINANCE, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
Effective immediately, Ms. Sherri Bays is hereby appointed Vice President for 

Business and Finance at West Texas A&M University, at an initial salary of $165,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 145-2014 (ITEM 21) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. MICHAEL J. KNOX 
AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
Effective immediately, Mr. Michael J. Knox is hereby appointed Vice President for 

Student Affairs at West Texas A&M University, at an initial salary of $145,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 146-2014 (ITEM 22) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. COSTAS N. GEORGHIADES 
AS ASSOCIATE AGENCY DIRECTOR FOR 
STRATEGIC INITIATIVES AND CENTERS, 

TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 
 
Effective immediately, Dr. Costas N. Georghiades is hereby appointed 

Associate Agency Director for Strategic Initiatives and Centers for the Texas A&M 
Engineering Experiment Station, at an initial salary of $279,091. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 147-2014 (ITEM 23) 

 
APPOINTMENT OF DR. BRUCE AKEY 

AS INTERIM DIRECTOR OF THE 
TEXAS A&M VETERINARY MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
Dr. Bruce Akey is hereby appointed Interim Director of the Texas A&M Veterinary 

Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, effective September 4, 2014, at an initial salary of 
$222,000. 

 
~~~~ 

 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 
 Chairman Adams presented Consent Items C-1 through C-39.  
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 Regent Buzbee asked if they looked at enrollment figures when admission 
requirements were set. He added that it seemed like they were tightening up admission 
standards and for the first time some A&M System members’ enrollments were dropping.  
 
 Dr. Hallmark replied that a variety of factors was involved in why they tweaked 
admission standards, and those tweaks went through the committee level of faculty and 
staff at the institution. He said one reason related to student success measures, since a 
tremendous amount of focus was on assuring that the enrolled students increased the 
likelihood of their success while at that institution. He added that was so the student was 
not accruing debt with little chance of graduating. Dr. Hallmark explained that often when 
admission standards changed; it was because data indicated that an adjustment from a 
2.25 to a 2.3 grade point average (GPA) might help in predicting student success. He said 
they wanted to provide as much access as possible to students and they wanted their 
numbers to increase, but they had to balance that against the likelihood of their success.  
 
 Regent Buzbee asked if they were working on offering a Master’s of 
Subsea Engineering degree program. Dr. Watson replied in the affirmative. 
Dr. Katherine Banks, Vice Chancellor and Dean of the Dwight Look College of 
Engineering and Director of Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station (TEES), said 
they hired a new director of Subsea Engineering a few weeks ago and were in the planning 
phases of a Subsea Engineering program. She added that they hoped it would be an online 
program, with minor programs in Subsea Engineering on the Texas A&M campus. 
Dr. Banks said they were well on their way and the director they had hired had been at 
Exxon for a number of years. 
 
 Dr. Watson explained that a requirement they had was to consult with public 
universities around them when they forwarded new degree programs to the THECB.  

 
On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Vice Chairman Thomas, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (148 through 184): 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 148-2014 (ITEM C-1) 
 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED MISSION STATEMENT AND 
AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION TO THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 
amended Mission Statement for Prairie View A&M University as shown in the attached 
exhibit.  
 

The Board also authorizes notification of Prairie View A&M University’s amended 
Mission Statement to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
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MINUTE ORDER 149-2014 (ITEM C-2) 
 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED MISSION STATEMENT AND 
AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION TO THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 
amended Mission Statement for Tarleton State University as shown in the attached exhibit.  
 

The Board also authorizes notification of Tarleton State University’s amended 
Mission Statement to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.  
 

MINUTE ORDER 150-2014 (ITEM C-3) 
 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, SEPTEMBER 2014, 
TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Tarleton State University as set 
forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 15-01. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 151-2014 (ITEM C-4) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW MASTER OF ARTS 
DEGREE PROGRAM IN COMMUNICATION AND 

AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 
establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M International University leading to 
a Master of Arts degree in Communication.  
 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M International University’s 
new degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for 
approval and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have 
been met. 
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MINUTE ORDER 152-2014 (ITEM C-5) 
 

NAMING OF 
“THE DALE WATTS ’71 CROSS COUNTRY COURSE,” 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Cross Country Course, on the grounds of the Thomas G. Hildebrand, DVM ’56 
Equine Complex, located on the campus of Texas A&M University, is hereby named 
“The Dale Watts ’71 Cross Country Course.” 

 
MINUTE ORDER 153-2014 (ITEM C-6) 

 
APPROVAL OF A NEW MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE 

PROGRAM IN MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGY AND CONSERVATION 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University leading to a Master of 
Science degree in Maritime Archaeology and Conservation.  
 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University’s new degree 
program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 154-2014 (ITEM C-7) 
 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, SEPTEMBER 2014, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University as set 
forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 15-01. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 155-2014 (ITEM C-8) 
 

APPPOINTMENT OF CAPTAIN WILLIAM G. SCHUBERT TO 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON BOARD OF VISITORS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby appoints 
Captain William G. Schubert to the Texas A&M University at Galveston Board of Visitors 
for a term of three years, effective September 3, 2014. 
 

~~~~ 
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 (Secretary’s Note: Item C-9 was withdrawn prior to the meeting.) 

 
~~~~ 

 
MINUTE ORDER 156-2014 (ITEM C-10) 

 
NAMINGS WITHIN WARRIOR HALL, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS 
 
 The classroom, reception area, children’s reading nook, main lobby and large 
conference room in Warrior Hall, on the campus of Texas A&M University-Central Texas, 
are hereby named as shown in the attached exhibit. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 157-2014 (ITEM C-11) 
 

NAMING OF THE 
“RANDY MORRISON LOW BRASS STUDIO,” 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 
 

The Low Brass Studio in the Texas A&M University-Commerce Music building is 
hereby named the “Randy Morrison Low Brass Studio.” 
 

MINUTE ORDER 158-2014 (ITEM C-12) 
 

NAMING OF THE 
“MARY BONHAM EQUINE PAVILION,” 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
The Equine Pavilion on the campus of Texas A&M University-Commerce is 

hereby named the “Mary Bonham Equine Pavilion.” 
 

MINUTE ORDER 159-2014 (ITEM C-13) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED MISSION STATEMENT AND 
AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION TO THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 
amended Mission Statement for Texas A&M University-Commerce as shown in the 
attached exhibit.  
 

The Board also authorizes notification of Texas A&M University-Commerce’s 
amended Mission Statement to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
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MINUTE ORDER 160-2014 (ITEM C-14) 
 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, SEPTEMBER 2014, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty member at Texas A&M University-
Commerce as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 15-01. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 161-2014 (ITEM C-15) 

 
ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE ON ITS 125TH ANNIVERSARY, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 162-2014 (ITEM C-16) 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTER, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
The South Texas Economic Development Center is hereby established as an 

organizational unit of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi within the College of 
Business. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 163-2014 (ITEM C-17) 

 
GRANTING OF FACULTY DEVELOPMENT LEAVE FOR FY 2015, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 31.03, System Regulation 12.99.01 and Sections 51.101-108 of the 
Texas Education Code, authorizes faculty development leave to the faculty members as 
shown in the attached exhibit, Faculty Development Leave List FY 2015, Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi. 
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MINUTE ORDER 164-2014 (ITEM C-18) 
 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, SEPTEMBER 2014, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 15-01. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 165-2014 (ITEM C-19) 

 
APPROVAL OF A NEW MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 

DEGREE PROGRAM WITH A MAJOR IN SOCIAL WORK, 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Kingsville leading to a 
Master of Social Work with a Major in Social Work.  
 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Kingsville’s new 
degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 
and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 166-2014 (ITEM C-20) 

 
GRANTING OF ADDITIONAL FACULTY 
DEVELOPMENT LEAVE FOR FY 2015, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 
System Policy 31.03, System Regulation 12.99.01 and Sections 51.101-108 of the 
Texas Education Code, authorizes additional faculty development leave to the faculty 
member as shown in the attached exhibit, Additional Faculty Development Leave List 
FY 2015, Texas A&M University-Kingsville. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 167-2014 (ITEM C-21) 
 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, SEPTEMBER 2014, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M 
University-Texarkana as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 15-01. 
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MINUTE ORDER 168-2014 (ITEM C-22) 
 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED MISSION STATEMENT AND 
AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION TO THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 
amended Mission Statement for West Texas A&M University as shown in the attached 
exhibit.  
 

The Board also authorizes notification of West Texas A&M University’s amended 
Mission Statement to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 169-2014 (ITEM C-23) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING 
THE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL PROGRAM, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 
resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 170-2014 (ITEM C-24) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION 
HONORING THE MEN’S TRACK & FIELD PROGRAM, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 
resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 171-2014 (ITEM C-25) 

 
ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION 

HONORING THE WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD PROGRAM, 
WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 
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MINUTE ORDER 172-2014 (ITEM C-26) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION 
HONORING THE EQUESTRIAN PROGRAM, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 
resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 173-2014 (ITEM C-27) 

 
ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION 

HONORING THE SOFTBALL PROGRAM, 
WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 174-2014 (ITEM C-28) 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GAS AND FUELS RESEARCH CENTER, 
TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 

 
The Gas and Fuels Research Center is hereby established as a multidisciplinary 

organizational unit of the Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 175-2014 (ITEM C-29) 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CENTER FOR 
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES AND SENSOR SYSTEMS, 

TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 
 

The Center for Autonomous Vehicles and Sensor Systems is hereby established as 
a multidisciplinary organizational unit within the Texas A&M Engineering Experiment 
Station. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 176-2014 (ITEM C-30) 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MAY 1, 2014, 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING, THE MAY 1, 2014, 
SPECIAL MEETING AND THE MAY 2, 2014, 

SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING, BOARD OF REGENTS, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 The Minutes of the May 1, 2014, Regular Board Meeting, the May 1, 2014, 
Special Meeting and the May 2, 2014, Special Workshop Meeting, are hereby approved.  
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MINUTE ORDER 177-2014 (ITEM C-31) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISED LIST OF AUTHORIZED SIGNERS 
FOR REVOLVING FUND BANK ACCOUNTS FOR SYSTEM MEMBERS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

 Under the authority of the General Appropriations Act, and effective immediately, 
the employees of The Texas A&M University System members named below, and their 
successors in office, are hereby authorized to sign checks for the withdrawal of such funds 
according to law.  
 
1. THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $60,000,000 (Operating and Debt Service)  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Maria L. Robinson, Chief Investment Officer and Treasurer  
Elaine N. Welch, Manager, Banking/Investment Operations  
Cindy L. Hanks, Manager, Finance  
Gary W. Barnes, Associate Vice President for Finance and Controller  
Janet Guillory, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Debbie Phair, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Phillip Guillen, Director, Departmental Accounting Services  
Linda Kettler, Assistant Director, Financial Management Operations  

 
TEXAS A&M SYSTEM SPONSORED RESEARCH SERVICES  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Gary W. Barnes, Associate Vice President for Finance and Controller  
Debbie Phair, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Phillip Guillen, Director, Departmental Accounting Services  
Janet Guillory, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Linda Kettler, Assistant Director, Financial Management Operations  

 
TEXAS A&M SYSTEM TECHNOLOGY COMMERCIALIZATION  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Brett L. Cornwell, Associate Vice Chancellor  
Lynette Urbanovsky, Intermediate Accountant  
Gary W. Barnes, Associate Vice President for Finance and Controller  
Debbie Phair, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Phillip Guillen, Director, Departmental Accounting Services  
Janet Guillory, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Linda Kettler, Assistant Director, Financial Management Operations  
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2. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $40,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Gary W. Barnes, Associate Vice President for Finance and Controller  
Debbie Phair, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Phillip Guillen, Director, Departmental Accounting Services  
Janet Guillory, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Linda Kettler, Assistant Director, Financial Management Operations  

 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER  
Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $7,500,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Barry Nelson, Vice President for Finance and Administration  
Rayellen Milburn, Senior Associate Vice President, Controller and Budget Officer  
Jeffery T. Burton, Associate Vice President and Assistant Controller  
Kristin Nace, Assistant Vice President of Fiscal Services and Budgets  

 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON  
Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $1,100,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Susan Hernandez Lee, Vice President for Finance  
Gary W. Barnes, Associate Vice President for Finance and Controller  
Debbie Phair, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Phillip Guillen, Director, Departmental Accounting Services  
Janet Guillory, Director, Financial Management Operations  
Linda Kettler, Assistant Director, Financial Management Operations  

 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT QATAR  
Source of Funds – Qatar Foundation  
Depository Bank – Commercial Bank - Qatar  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Gary Barnes, Associate Vice President for Finance and Controller, Texas A&M University  
Janet Guillory, Director, Financial Management Operations, Texas A&M University  
Joseph P. Pettibon II, Associate Vice President for Academic Services, Texas A&M University  
Mark H. Weichold, Dean and CEO, Texas A&M University at Qatar  
Rosalie Nickles, Assistant Dean for Finance and Administrative Services, 
     Texas A&M University at Qatar  
Hamid Reza Parsaei, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Texas A&M University at Qatar  
Todd Kent, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs, Texas A&M University at Qatar  
Eyad Masad, Assistant Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, Texas A&M University at Qatar  
Marne Smith, Director of Building Operations & Health, Safety, Security, and Environment, 
     Texas A&M University at Qatar  
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3. TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $4,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Tye Minckler, Vice President for Finance and Administration  
Lori L. Beaty, Director of Business Services and Controller  
Vacant, Manager of Accounting Services/Assistant Controller  
Karen Fincher, Senior Staff Accountant  
Jo Anna Ince, Staff Accountant – ACH only  
Lindsey Davis, Staff Accountant – ACH only  

 
4. PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $7,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Corey S. Bradford, Senior Vice President for Business Affairs  
Rod Mireles, Associate Vice President for Financial Administration  
Patricia Baughman, Assistant Vice President of Financial Services  
Cozette Turner, Director of Accounting Services  
Dianne Evans, Director of Budgets  

 
5. TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE RESEARCH  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $3,800,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Craig Nessler, Director  
Bill McCutchen, Executive Associate Director  
Steve Schulze, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Administration  
Deanie Dudley, Assistant Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences  
Debra Cummings, Assistant Director and Chief Financial Officer, Texas A&M AgriLife Research  
Donna Alexander, Assistant Director and Chief Financial Officer, 
     Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  
Vic S. Seidel, Assistant Agency Director, Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory  
Shiao-Yen Ko, Manager of Accounting Services  
Loree Lewis, Coordinator of Management Information  
Kim Payne, Assistant Financial Manager  
William Gray, Risk and Compliance Coordinator  
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6. TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $3,500,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Douglas L. Steele, Director  
Steve Schulze, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Administration  
Deanie Dudley, Assistant Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences  
Donna Alexander, Assistant Director and Chief Financial Officer, 
     Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  
Debra Cummings, Assistant Director and Chief Financial Officer, Texas A&M AgriLife Research  
Vic S. Seidel, Assistant Agency Director, Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory  
Shiao-Yen Ko, Manager of Accounting Services  
Loree Lewis, Coordinator of Management Information  
Kim Payne, Assistant Financial Manager  
William Gray, Risk and Compliance Coordinator  

 
7. TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $3,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Margaret K. Banks, Vice Chancellor and Dean of Engineering, 
    Director, Texas Engineering Experiment Station  
John Crawford, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Finance and Chief Financial Officer  
Andrew B. Hinton, Manager of Fiscal Services and Controller  
Ron Edwards, Deputy Controller  
Karen Fawcett, Assistant Controller  
Marsa McKee, Financial Manager  
Adrienne Person, Senior Financial Accountant  

 
TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION at QATAR  
Source of Funds – Qatar National Research Foundation  
Depository Bank – Commercial Bank of Qatar  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
John Crawford, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Finance and 
     Chief Financial Officer, Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station  
Andrew B. Hinton, Manager of Fiscal Services and Controller, 
     Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station  
Kenneth Hall, Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, Texas A&M University at Qatar  
Eyad Masad, Assistant Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, Texas A&M University at Qatar  

 
8. TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXTENSION SERVICE  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $1,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Daniel Gray, Associate Agency Director and Chief Financial Officer  
Carolyn Record, Controller  
Dianne Smith, Financial Manager  
Carolyn Abt, Assistant Financial Manager  

 
  



Minutes – September 3, 2014  Page 26 of 32 
 
9. TEXAS A&M FOREST SERVICE  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $3,500,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Tom G. Boggus, Director  
Robby DeWitt, Associate Director for Finance and Administration  
Travis Zamzow, Budgets and Accounting Department Head  
Madelyn Galloway, Policy and Review Coordinator  
Tyler Theobald, Financial Accounting Coordinator  

 
10. TEXAS A&M TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $550,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Don Bugh, Executive Associate Director  
Joseph Dunn, Assistant Chief Financial Officer  
Marie Ethridge, Director of Accounting and Controller  
Susan Massey, Assistant Financial Manager  
Karen Coleman, Assistant Financial Manager  
Elissa Munoz, Financial Accountant II  

 
TEXAS A&M TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE at QATAR  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Don Bugh, Executive Associate Director  
Joseph Dunn, Assistant Chief Financial Officer  

 
11. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $4,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Flavius C. Killebrew, President  
Kathryn Funk-Baxter, Executive Vice President for Finance and Administration  
Judy Harral, Executive Director of Administrative Services  
Rebecca Torres, Comptroller  
Kemberly Morgan, Director of Budgets  
Yolanda Castorena, Assistant Comptroller and Director of Accounting  
David Davila, Director of Procurement and Disbursements  
Ida Moreno, Accountant III  
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12. TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $2,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Ray M. Keck, President  
Juan J. Castillo, Jr., Vice President for Finance and Administration  
Elena Martinez, Comptroller  
Frederico Juarez III, Director of Budget, Payroll, Grants and Contracts  
Melisa Rangel, Director of Accounting  
Maria Elena Hernandez, Business Manager  
Hector Mejia, Associate Comptroller  
Patricia Ornelas, Senior Staff Accountant  

 
13. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $4,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Steven H. Tallant, President  
Terisa Riley, Senior Vice President for Fiscal and Student Affairs  
Lallah Howard, Associate Vice President for Finance and Comptroller  
Maricela Flores, Assistant Comptroller and Director of Accounting  
Joanne Macias, Director of Financial Reporting  
Claudia Conard, Senior Financial Analyst  

 
14. TEXAS A&M VETERINARY MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $3,800,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Tammy Beckham, Director  
Bruce Akey, Executive Deputy Director  
Steve Schulze, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Administration  
Vic S. Seidel, Assistant Agency Director  
Deanie Dudley, Assistant Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences  
Donna Alexander, Assistant Director and Chief Financial Officer, 
     Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  
Debra Cummings, Assistant Director and Chief Financial Officer, Texas A&M AgriLife Research  
Shiao-Yen Ko, Manager of Accounting Services  
Loree Lewis, Coordinator of Management Information  
Kim Payne, Assistant Financial Manager  
William Gray, Risk and Compliance Coordinator  
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15. WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $3,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Vacant, Vice President for Business and Finance  
Mark Hiner, Assistant Vice President/Interim Vice President for Business  
Rick Johnson, Associate Vice President for Business and Finance and 
     Controller/Interim Vice President for Finance  
Todd McNeill, Manager of Accounting  
Julie Harvell, Accountant II/Grants Manager  
Stephen Cross, Manager of Reporting  

 
16. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $4,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Dan R. Jones, President and Chief Executive Officer  
Vacant, Vice President for Business and Administration  
Alicia Currin, Chief of Staff and Director, Planning & Governmental Relations  
Paula Hanson, Associate Vice President for Business and Administration and Controller  
Sarah Baker, Director of Accounting & Financial Reporting  
Cheryl Scott, Director of Emerging Financial Services  
Tina Livingston, Budget Director  
Janet Anderson, Budget Coordinator  
Jamie Douglas, Senior Accountant  
Rocio (Rose) Moreno, State & Treasury Accountant  

 
17. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $900,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Emily F. Cutrer, President  
James S. Scogin, Vice President for Finance and Administration  
Jackie L. Elder, Controller and Director of Accounting  
Marc Icenhower, Chief Accountant  

 
18. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $2,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo Bank, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Marc Nigliazzo, President  
Gaylene Nunn, Vice President of Finance and Administration  
Susan Bowden, Controller/Director of Business Affairs  
Eileen Thomas, Senior Accountant  
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19. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-SAN ANTONIO  

Revolving Fund portion not to exceed $2,000,000  
Source of Funds – Institutional Funds  
Depository Bank – Wells Fargo, N. A.  
Employees authorized to sign checks:  
 
Maria Hernandez Ferrier, President  
Vacant, Vice President for Finance and Administration  
Vacant, Assistant Vice President for Financial Services and Comptroller  
Denis Cano, Assistant Comptroller & Director of Accounting Services  
Jennifer Skiver, Assistant Director of Accounting Operations/Interim Assistant Vice President 
    for Financial Services and Comptroller. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 178-2014 (ITEM C-32) 

 
APPROVAL OF CHANGES TO THE ADMISSIONS STANDARDS FOR 

SYSTEM MEMBER UNIVERSITIES FOR THE 2015-16 ACADEMIC YEAR, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves the 
changes to the admissions standards of the member universities of The Texas A&M 
University System for the 2015-16 academic year, as shown in the attached exhibits, 
copies of which are attached to the official minutes. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 179-2014 (ITEM C-33) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 28.02 
(EDUCATIONAL BUSINESS ACTIVITIES), 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves 
revisions to System Policy 28.02 (Educational Business Activities), as shown in the 
attached exhibit, effective immediately. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 180-2014 (ITEM C-34) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 51.02 
(SELECTION OF ARCHITECT/ENGINEER DESIGN 

TEAM AND CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR), 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves 
revisions to System Policy 51.02 (Selection of Architect/Engineer Design Team and 
Construction Contractor), as shown in the attached exhibit, effective immediately. 
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MINUTE ORDER 181-2014 (ITEM C-35) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 60.03 
(APPROVAL OF FEES FOR THE TEXAS A&M FOUNDATION 

AND OTHER SYSTEM MEMBER FOUNDATIONS), AND 
RECISSION OF CERTAIN MINUTE ORDERS AUTHORIZING 

RELATED ONE-TIME DEVELOPMENT FEES, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves 

revisions to System Policy 60.03 (Approval of Fees for the Texas A&M Foundation and 
Other System Member Foundations), as shown in the attached exhibit, effective 
immediately.  
 
 The Board of Regents also hereby rescinds the following minute orders: 45-89, 
109-95, 140-2010, 009-2011, and 144-2011. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 182-2014 (ITEM C-36) 
 

GRANTING OF THE TITLE OF EMERITUS/EMERITA, SEPTEMBER 2014, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 In recognition of long and distinguished service to The Texas A&M University 
System, the Board of Regents hereby confirms the recommendation of the Chancellor, and 
confers the title of “Emeritus/Emerita” upon the individuals as shown in the attached 
exhibit, Emeritus/Emerita Title List No. 15-01, and grants all rights and privileges of this 
title. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 183-2014 (ITEM C-37) 
 

CONFIRMATION OF 
APPOINTMENT AND COMMISSIONING OF PEACE OFFICERS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 In accordance with System Policy 34.06 (Appointment, Commissioning and 
Authority of Peace Officers), the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System 
confirms the appointment and commissioning of campus peace officers by the presidents 
of their respective system member universities, in accordance with the requirements of the 
law, and as shown in the exhibit, attached to the official minutes, subject to their taking the 
oath required of peace officers. 
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MINUTE ORDER 184-2014 (ITEM C-38) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING 
DR. TAMMY BECKHAM AS DIRECTOR OF THE 

TEXAS VETERINARY MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 185-2014 (ITEM C-39) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD AN  
HONORARY DEGREE TO MR. ROB LAWTON, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 
 

The president of Texas A&M University-Commerce is authorized to award an 
Honorary Doctor of Letters degree to Mr. Rob Lawton. 

 
~~~~ 

 
 Chairman Adams introduced Mr. Kevin Blaskowski, Head Softball Coach at 
West Texas A&M University (WTAMU). He called on Dr. Pat O’Brien, President of 
WTAMU who introduced softball players Ms. Rita Hokianga, pitcher, and 
Ms. Renee Erwin, outfielder.  
 
 Coach Blaskowski thanked the Board, and said it was a great honor to represent 
WTAMU and carry the A&M System brand through what was one of the best Division II 
seasons in National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) history -- 60 wins. He said 
Ms. Hokianga, from Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand, was named Most Outstanding Player at 
the World Series, going 4-0. He added that Ms. Erwin was National Player of the Year and 
Lone Star Conference (LSC) Female Athlete of the Year, and both were All Americans.  
 
 Chairman Adams said they were very proud of the softball team’s scholastic and 
athletic achievements.  
 
 Chairman Adams said they were pleased to present Dr. Dan Jones, President, 
A&M-Commerce, with a resolution congratulating Texas A&M University-Commerce on 
their 125th Anniversary. Dr. Jones thanked the Board and said September 2, 1889, was the 
day that Professor William Leonidas Mayo opened the doors to East Texas 
Normal College, and six name changes later, it was called A&M-Commerce.  
  

RECESS 
 
 Chairman Adams recessed the Board meeting and said the Committee on Audit 
would reconvene in the Board Meeting Room for its executive session at 1:15 p.m. He said 
the full Board would reconvene to complete the executive session agenda at 1:45 p.m. 
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(Secretary’s Note: The Committee on Audit reconvened at 1:21 p.m. and adjourned 
at 2:10 p.m.)  
 

RECONVENE AND ADJOURN BOARD MEETING 
 
 Chairman Adams reconvened the meeting of the Board of Regents at 2:11 p.m., 
and announced that the Board would recess to executive session.  
 
 (Secretary’s Note: The Board met in executive session from 2:15 p.m. until 
4:14 p.m.) 
 
 Chairman Adams reconvened the Board meeting in open session at 4:15 p.m. and 
announced that the Board had met in executive session from 2:15 p.m. to 4:14 p.m. and 
conferred with Chancellor Sharp, several system and university administrators and system 
attorneys on personnel, real property and legal matters.  
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Regent Schwartz, seconded by 
Regent Buzbee, the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
      Vickie Burt Spillers 
      Executive Director, Board of Regents 
 

(Minutes transcribed by Gwen Kirby, Office of the Board of Regents.) 








































































































































































































































































































































































































