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MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS 

January 22, 2009 
 

CONVENE – THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2009 
 
 Mr. Bill Jones, Chairman, convened a regular meeting of the Board of Regents of The 
Texas A&M University System (TAMUS) at 11:44 a.m., Thursday, January 22, 2009, in the 
Board Meeting Room on the campus of Texas A&M University (TAMU), College Station, 
Texas.  The following members of the Board were present: 
 

Mr. Bill Jones, Chairman 
Mr. John D. White, Vice Chairman 
Dr. Richard A. Box 
Mr. Morris Foster 
Mr. Lupe Fraga 
Mr. Gene Stallings 
Ms. Ida Clement Steen 
Mr. Jim Wilson 
Mr. Anthony Cullins, Student Regent 
 

 The following member of the Board was not present when the meeting convened: 
 

Mr. Erle Nye (joined meeting at 12:30 p.m.) 
 
 Mr. Jones announced that a quorum of the Board was present. 
 
 (Secretary’s Note:  Dr. Richard A. Box was appointed by Governor Rick Perry, effective 
December 8, 2008, to serve as a Member of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System.  Dr. Box, of Austin, Texas, was attending his first Board meeting.  He replaced 
Mr. J.L. Huffines of Dallas, Texas, who resigned effective December 6, 2008). 
 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mr. Jones announced that the Board would recess to executive session to consider matters 
as provided in Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code:  Section 71 for consultation with 
system attorneys regarding legal matters or pending and/or contemplated litigation or settlement 
offers; Section 72 for deliberations regarding the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real 
property; Section 73 for deliberations regarding negotiated contracts for prospective gifts or 
donations; and Section 74 for deliberations regarding personnel matters relating to appointment, 
employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of an officer or employee, 
or to hear complaints or charges against an officer or employee (including Items 35 through 39). 
 
 Mr. Jones said in accordance with the law, no final action, decision, or vote with regard 
to any matter considered in the executive session would be made or taken. 
 



Minutes – January 22, 2009      Page 2 of 39 
 

 (Secretary’s Note:  The Board met in executive session from 11:45 a.m. until 1:05 p.m.) 
 

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AND RECESS 
 

Mr. Jones reconvened the meeting in open session at 1:05 p.m. and announced that the 
Board had met in executive session from 11:45 a.m. until 1:05 p.m. and considered executive 
session agenda items and conferred with the Chancellor; several system and university 
administrators; and system attorneys on personnel, land and legal matters. 

 
Mr. Jones recessed the meeting at 1:07 p.m. and announced that the Board would 

reconvene in Room 292 of the Memorial Student Center (MSC). 
 

RECONVENE AND INVOCATION 
 
 Mr. Jones reconvened the meeting at 1:25 p.m., MSC, Room 292.  He called on 
Ms. Amanda Turk, from Bryan, Texas, a senior at Texas A&M majoring in political science, 
who presented the invocation. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 
 
 Mr. Jones introduced Dr. Richard A. Box, the newest member of the Board.  He said that 
Dr. Box had received his bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M University in 1961 and a doctorate 
of dental science from the University of Texas Dental Branch in Houston in 1966.  Dr. Box, a 
doctor of dental surgery, has his private practice in the Austin area.  Mr. Jones said that Dr. Box 
is a member of the American and Texas Dental Associations and American and Texas 
Academies of General Dentistry.  He was a member of the Capitol Area Boy Scouts Board of 
Directors, Texas A&M Lettermen’s Association, 173rd Airborne Brigade Association, and the 
National Guard Association of Texas.  Mr. Jones said that Dr. Box will serve on the Committee 
on Finance, the Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant and is the Board’s special liaison for 
the 12th Man Foundation. 
 
 Dr. Box said that it was truly by happenstance that he was serving.  He said that 
Mr. Huffines was a man who did a great deal for Texas A&M, the A&M System and the State of 
Texas.  He loved Central Texas, and was a great American. 
 
 Dr. Box said that he was very humbled to be in the position.  He said he knew he could 
not fill Mr. Huffines’ shoes, but he would do the best he could. 
 
 Mr. Jones announced that the Board would consider Item 29 (Adoption of a Resolution 
Honoring the Memory of J.L. Huffines) out of order.  He said that there had been no requests for 
public testimony on this item. 
 
 Mr. Jones said every now and then you meet a man who has touched the lives of many, 
who loved his God, loved and served his country, loved and served his state and loved and 
served the fine institution known as Texas A&M.  He said that Mr. Huffines’ name adorns 
buildings around the campus, scholarships upon which students have been educated and had 
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been a benefit to many who will never know who provided that benefit.  Mr. Jones then read the 
resolution. 
 
 Mr. Nye moved adoption of the resolution.  Mr. White seconded the motion.  Mr. Jones 
announced that they had a motion and a second.  Before the vote, he invited comments by 
members of the Board. 
 
 Mr. Nye said he had the privilege to know Mr. Huffines.  He said a hole would be left in 
many communities, the A&M System and in many of their hearts.  He said he was a special 
person of unique qualities that exemplifies what he believed was the best of Texas A&M. 
 
 Mr. Jones said he could safely say that there was not anyone on the Board, affiliated with 
the Board or that had ever come in contact with the Board while Mr. Huffines served, that did 
not enjoy working with him.  He said everybody loved Mr. Huffines and Mr. Huffines loved 
everybody.  Mr. Jones said his last statement to Mr. Huffines was during the Christmas holiday.  
He said in the conversation they were trying to set up a date that they could go to Dallas to honor 
him.  At the end of the conversation, Mr. Huffines said “now Bill, if Texas A&M or the System 
needs anything you make sure you call me.”  Mr. Jones said the beauty of that statement was that 
Mr. Huffines was not saying it just to be nice -- he meant it.  He said Mr. Huffines left a shining 
example for them to follow and they were honored to have served with him. 
 
 Mr. Jones thanked Dr. Elsa Murano, President of TAMU; Lieutenant General 
John Van Alstyne, Commandant of the Corps of Cadets; members of the Corps of Cadets, 
General Joseph F. Weber, Vice President for Student Affairs; the Ross Volunteers; members of 
Texas Aggie Band; Singing Cadets; and the Texas A&M athletic department for honoring 
Mr. Huffines at his funeral and burial services. 
 
 Mr. Jones called for a vote on the adoption of the resolution.  The Board took action as 
set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 001-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 29) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
MR. J.L. HUFFINES, 

BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, Mr. Huffines served with distinction as a member of the Board of Regents of 
The Texas A&M University System until December 2008, having been appointed by Governor 
Rick Perry in July 2007; and 
 

Whereas, he was a member of the Texas A&M University Class of 1944, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Economics and Accounting; and  
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Whereas, Mr. Huffines served his country in the United States Army in both World War 

II and the Korean War, achieving the rank of First Lieutenant; and 
 

Whereas, for his valiant service, he received the American Campaign Medal,  
World War II Victory Medal, Army of Occupation Medal with Germany Clasp and the National 
Defense Medal; and  
 

Whereas, he was highly generous in his gifts to his alma mater and shared his talents in 
support of the programs and activities of Texas A&M University; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Huffines’ long history of distinguished service to his alma mater and his 
many professional and personal accomplishments prompted the Board of Regents of The Texas 
A&M University System in June 2003, to name the Institute for Sports Medicine and Human 
Performance at Texas A&M University the Sydney and J.L. Huffines Institute for Sports 
Medicine and Human Performance; and  
 

Whereas, his generous and strong support of Aggie sports prompted the Board of Regents 
of The Texas A&M University System in December 2008, to name the Cox-McFerrin Center for 
Aggie Basketball weight room at Texas A&M University the J.L. Huffines, Jr. ’44 Weight 
Room; and 
 

Whereas, J.L. Huffines received the Texas A&M University Distinguished Alumnus 
Award and was inducted into the Corps of Cadets Corps Hall of Honor; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Huffines served as President of the 12th Man Foundation and was an 
Honorary Lifetime Member of the Texas A&M Lettermen’s Association; and 
 

Whereas, he served on the Chancellor’s 21st Century Council of Advisors and the Evans 
Library Capital Campaign at Texas A&M University; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Huffines was a Trustee of the Medical School Foundation Board at the 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center and a former Board Member of the 
Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation and a past Chairman of the Texas State 
Senior Colleges Board of Regents; and 
 

Whereas, J.L. Huffines enjoyed a successful career in the auto dealership industry; and  
 

Whereas, J.L. Huffines was a well-known business leader in Texas as reflected by the 
many honors he received including a Life Member Award from the Salesmanship Club of Dallas 
and the Jimmy Williams Distinguished Service Award from the Dallas A&M Club; and 
 

Whereas, his legendary role as Chairman of the Huffines Auto Dealerships in the North 
Texas region earned him the Jack Smith Leadership Award from General Motors, Inc., as well as 
the 50 Year Dealer Award, Mark of Excellence Award and Legion of Leaders Award from 
Chevrolet, Inc.; and 
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Whereas, Mr. Huffines served on the Board and was a Life Member of the State Fair of 

Texas and past Chairman of the Cotton Bowl Athletic Association; and 
 

Whereas, he was inducted into the Lewisville High School Hall of Fame; and 
 

Whereas, J.L. Huffines received the Outstanding Citizen of the Year Award from the 
Greater Lewisville Chamber of Commerce; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Huffines served with distinction on the Board of Regents of The Texas 
A&M University System as a member of the Committee on Finance and the Committee on 
Buildings and Physical Plant; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Huffines also served as the Board’s Special Liaison for the 12th Man 
Foundation, Executive Committee of the Panhandle Plains Historical Museum and Presidential 
Search Committee for Texas A&M University-Texarkana; and 
 

Whereas, The Texas A&M University System and the State of Texas acknowledge 
Mr. Huffines’ lifetime contributions to Texas higher education, Texas A&M University and The 
Texas A&M University System, and recognize that he touched the lives of many Texans; and 
 

Whereas, J.L. Huffines’ contributions to this Board are incalculable and his friendship to 
all of us invaluable; now, therefore, be it 
 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System, express our deepest gratitude and respect for his distinguished service; and, be it, further 
 

Resolved, that in honor of his esteemed service, the title of Regent Emeritus of the Board 
of Regents of The Texas A&M University System is hereby posthumously bestowed upon 
Mr. J.L. Huffines; and, be it, further 
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be signed by 
the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, and be sent to 
Mr. J.L. Huffines’ family and to the Archives of The Texas A&M University System as a 
permanent mark of the respect of this Board for the life and work of the late J.L. Huffines, and as 
a token of this Board’s sympathy in his family’s great loss. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Mr. Stallings said the 12th Man scholarship was started many years ago and at that time 
they gave 50 for $1,200 each.  He said Mr. Huffines was one of the original 50.  Mr. Stallings 
said Mr. Huffines had done extremely well, had been a great friend of Texas A&M, and would 
be greatly missed.   
 
 Mr. Jones acknowledged the members of the Huffines family who were present: 
Mrs. Sydney Huffines, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Huffines and their daughter Mollie Huffines. 
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 Mr. Ray Huffines thanked the Board for the resolution and said he was honored and 
proud to be a member of the class of 1974.  He said his daughter Mollie was a member of the 
class of 2011 and they loved Texas A&M. 
 

Legislative Update 
 
 Mr. Jones said they are ready to start another legislative session.  He said it is interesting 
times for those in higher education state-supported institutions as they wait anxiously to see how 
much money they will have over the next biennium.  He said everyone had probably read about 
the economic conditions we are facing, not only in our country, but specifically our state.  He 
said while the state of Texas appears to be more poised to address some of these issues than other 
states who are suffering billions of dollars in deficits, we have billions of dollars in excess or 
“rainy day” funds.  He said it would be difficult to say what would happen during this session, 
but everyone should brace themselves for significant cutbacks, making sure needs are met and 
wants are put on hold for awhile.  Mr. Jones said it would be a challenging time for everyone. 
 
 Mr. Jones said statistics published in various studies indicate where Texas falls in the 
educated population.  He said if you look at some of the studies, you would find that Texas, in 
terms of a highly educated population, ranks consistently in the 40’s out of the 50 states.  He said 
we have our work cut out for us to educate those who are coming through our system with 
reduced funds.  He said he applauded those who had looked at their institutions internally to 
determine what they could do to educate more Texans, whether it is with long distance learning 
opportunities or other such opportunities that make higher education more affordable and 
accessible to more Texans.  Mr. Jones said simply because we are going through tough economic 
times does not mean that we have to stop doing what we do.  He said we have to figure out a way 
to get the job done despite economic times.  Education of the mind should not be completely 
dependent upon the availability of funds. 
 

Helicopter Tragedy at Texas A&M University 
 
 Mr. Jones spoke briefly about a recent crash of a helicopter on the campus of TAMU.  He 
said on one hand it was fortunate that no current student was seriously injured, but at the same 
time, they know that there are families who are suffering tremendously from the loss they 
experienced including the families of Second Lieutenant Zachary Cook, a recent graduate of 
TAMU, and Sergeant Charles Mitts.  Mr. Jones extended his sympathy to the families and the 
remaining crewmembers who were still hospitalized.  He said he applauded the heroic actions of 
the individuals who assisted the victims. 
 

CHANCELLOR’S REMARKS 
 
 Dr. Mike McKinney, Chancellor, said the appearance of the annual financial report was 
different.  He said their intention was to produce the System’s strategic plan in a similar way in 
order to have some continuity in appearance and show there is a connection between the 
financial statements and their strategic plans.  He said the financial report replaced two 
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publications—My Future and the fact book.  Dr. McKinney said the publication would be a 
useful tool in recruiting for the System’s institutions. 
 
 Dr. McKinney said they have completed collection for the Teaching Excellence Awards 
at TAMU, Texas A&M University-Kingsville (TAMU-K) and Prairie View A&M University 
(PVAMU).  He said they were waiting on the compilation of scores and that awards would 
hopefully be presented before the next meeting.  Dr. McKinney said this is a pilot program and 
they will need to make changes.  He said the plan is to have an award program at each 
institution.  The award is based on teaching as evaluated by students. 
 
 Mr. Nye inquired how the program was being received by faculty.  Dr. McKinney 
responded and said they have received criticism from people who did not volunteer for the 
program.  Dr. McKinney said the first concern expressed was that he was getting input from the 
students and he was making all the decisions, which Dr. McKinney said was never the case.  He 
said the fact the program is student-run, organized, calculated and the awards the teachers 
receive would come from the students lessened some of the criticism.  He said they have been 
criticized as to whether the program is the most effective way to appraise teacher effectiveness.   
 
 Dr. McKinney said 300 faculty signed up at TAMU, 108 at PVAMU and 91 at TAMU-K.  
Mr. Nye asked what their arguments were.  Dr. McKinney said some feel that it is a popularity 
contest.  He said one headline read “Teachers Paid by Applause Meter.”  Some say you miss a 
lot of the details on teaching if you only ask the students.  He said he did not argue with this and 
felt they were right.  He said they did not think that this was the way to do it – there should be 
more than one appraisal process -- one appraisal process should never be alone. 
 
 Mr. Nye asked if there were implications that they were tempting faculty members to be 
popular rather than effective.  Dr. McKinney said he thought they would say two things.  First, 
they would say that you have the potential for some faculty members to give good grades to get a 
vote.  Second, they would say that students could not differentiate between a good teacher and an 
easy or nice teacher.  Dr. McKinney said that his approach was that both statements were an 
insult to the faculty, that they would stoop to that point or an insult to the students that they 
cannot differentiate.  Dr. McKinney said he was concentrating on doing what they set out to do, 
which is to get more money in the hands of good teachers and have the students be the ones to 
say who the good teachers are. 
 
 Mr. Jones asked if they have heard from any faculty who think it’s a good idea.  
Dr. McKinney responded in the affirmative noting that 300 have volunteered at TAMU and 100 
at the other two locations.  He said that it has been an interactive process and some faculty, even 
the opposition, are not as stringent as they were when they first started. 
 
 Mr. Jones inquired if the questions of the students at Texas A&M were the same 
questions at Prairie View and Kingsville.  Dr. McKinney responded that they used the same 
questionnaire.  He said when the students took the project over, they did a better job with it than 
we were going to do.  He said the extra processes the students at TAMU added were helpful.   
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 Mr. Fraga asked when they anticipated writing the first check.  Dr. Frank Ashley, Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs, responded February 1.  Dr. McKinney said awards would go to 
the top 18 percent of the volunteers and the range of the checks would be from $2,500 to 
$10,000. 
 

Update on Texas A&M University at Galveston 
 
 Dr. Bowen Loftin, Vice President and CEO of Texas A&M University at Galveston 
(TAMUG), said on September 24, 2008, he made two promises:  they would graduate their fall 
students in Galveston in December and they would return for regular classes in January.  He said 
they kept both promises and they have a record enrollment for the spring semester. 
 
 Dr. Loftin said the job was not done.  They have issues regarding their waterfront and 
their small boats.  He said they work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
daily.  They are on track to complete recovery and with support from the Board and the 
Legislature this session, they would be in great shape in the fall. 
 
 Dr. Loftin thanked Dr. Murano and the Aggie family for providing a home during the fall 
semester.  He said it was an extraordinary experience. 
 
 Mr. Nye asked if students were finding adequate housing.  Dr. Loftin responded barely 
and that they were able to secure additional housing on the Island, which increases their capacity 
considerably.  He said as far as he knew all students had found housing on the Island.  Dr. Loftin 
said the sad thing is that it is more expensive, because of limited housing. 
 

Enrollment Benchmarks at System Centers 
 
 Dr. McKinney reported that they have now nurtured and built enrollment benchmarks at 
system centers up to a point.  He said Tarleton State University System Center-Central Texas has 
reached an enrollment of 1,150 fulltime student equivalents (FTEs), which is a sufficient number 
to become an independent university.  He said they have begun transition, working with 
Dr. Dominic Dottavio, President of TSU, Central Texas, the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (THECB) and our finance people in laying out the path to independence.  
Dr. McKinney said not to mistake independence for self-sufficiency, as they still need help from 
the Legislature.   
 

Texas A&M University-Kingsville System Center-San Antonio 
 
 Dr. Maria Hernandez Ferrier, Executive Director, began by expressing her appreciation 
for the tremendous support received by Texas A&M University Kingsville System Center-San 
Antonio (TAMUK-SA).  She last they have 1,047 FTEs with a 1,662 head count.   
 
 Dr. McKinney said while they are on the road to independence, they would not receive 
Tuition Revenue Bonds (TRBs) until they reach 1,500 FTEs.   
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 Mr. Nye asked if money was being put into scholarships.  Dr. McKinney responded in the 
affirmative and said this was probably what pushed both centers.  He said they had collected a lot 
of money for scholarships, worked closely with community colleges and that the communities of 
San Antonio, Killeen and Central Texas had set up foundations and collected funds. 
 
 Mr. Nye asked if they could speculate when they would reach 1,500 FTEs.  
Dr. McKinney said once they become independent they are able to count online hours.  Currently 
these hours do not count for Killeen and he said he would be surprised if Central Texas did not 
hit its numbers by 2010.  Dr. McKinney said since the San Antonio campus is growing so 
quickly, they might reach their rate by July. 
 
 Mr. White commented that it is currently constituted that they reach 1,500 FTEs to 
trigger the TRBs by January 1, 2010.  Dr. McKinney said this meant that they would need to 
reach that number by the 20th day of the fall 2009 semester.  He said they would work on this 
issue with the legislature, since no one else received a date on their TRBs.  Mr. White said they 
believe they are making enough progress to make a compelling argument that with another year 
or two, it would not be a problem.  Dr. McKinney said they would show how rapidly they have 
risen and how many have been enrolled. 
 

Presidential Investitures 
 
 Dr. McKinney invited the Board to attend investiture ceremonies for 
Dr. Carlisle Rathburn, III, President of Texas A&M University-Texarkana (TAMU-T), on 
February 5, 2009; Dr. Dan Jones, President of Texas A&M University-Commerce (TAMU-C), 
on February 6, 2009; Dr. Steven Tallant, President of TAMU-K, on February 20, 2009; and 
Dr. Dominic Dottavio, TSU, on October 2, 2009. 
 
 Mr. Jones announced that the Board meeting could be viewed live via video streaming. 
 
 Dr. McKinney asked Ms. B. J. Crain, Associate Vice Chancellor for Budgets and 
Accounting, to present the next report. 
 

A&M SYSTEM’S ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 
 
 Ms. Crain introduced Ms. Sandy Brown, Comptroller, and Mr. Joe Dunn, Senior 
Manager of Tax Reporting and Payroll.  She thanked them for doing a great job and said if not 
for their assistance, we would not be where we are today. 
 
 Ms. Crain mentioned two items that had significance on the presentation of her report and 
the results.  She said we were required this year, for the first time by the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB), to report the liability associated with Other Post 
Employment Benefits (OPEB).  She said market conditions had a slight effect on our financial 
condition at the end of the year. 
 
 Ms. Crain said GASB 45 means that we had to accrue the liability for retiree health and 
life insurance benefits.  She said the calculation not only includes retirees, but current employees 
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as they enter into retirement.  She said we have the flexibility to amortize liability of 30 years, 
which we have elected to do.  Ms. Crain said one of assumptions they used was a discount rate of 
seven percent, based upon projected long-term earnings.  She said this rate could make or break 
this calculation because there is about a $370 million swing for every point on the discount rate.  
She said they are thankful that we have the kind of historical record that we do in our earnings.  
The other assumption was the inflation rate of four percent based upon historical trends in 
relation to discount rate. 
 
 Mr. Nye asked if the calculations presumed they would continue the current plan.  
Ms. Crain responded that was correct.  She said this means a $2 billion liability for the A&M 
System in the future.  She said for Fiscal Year 2008, they recorded $140 million. 
 
 Ms. Crain said the change in the fair market value of investments is not the dollar amount 
of investments -- it is the annualized change.  She said for Fiscal Years 2004-2007, there was a 
healthy growth in the value of our investments.  In 2008, there was a five percent drop, which is 
consistent with the message that Mr. Greg Anderson, Associate Vice Chancellor and Treasurer, 
had presented over the last several months.   
 
 Ms. Crain said total assets as of August 31, 2008, were $6.1 billion, which is a three 
percent increase over 2007.  She said as our cash and investments are decreasing, our buildings 
are going up and three percent was added to buildings and infrastructure.  The cash concentration 
pool and system endowment fund went down one percent, but there was very little change in 
anything else.   
 
 Ms. Crain said when you look at the comparative balance sheet, cash investments 
increased overall one percent from 2007 to 2008.  She said the 24 percent reduction that was 
shown in other assets was due to securities lending.   
 
 Ms. Crain said fixed assets and net of accumulated depreciation was $2.2 billion.  Total 
assets were $4.4 billion and depreciable assets were $3.9 billion.  She said we are about 
56 percent depreciated on our campuses and facilities.   
 
 Ms. Crain said the trend on construction for Fiscal Years 2006 to 2008 was $150 million 
in 2006, $200 million in 2007, and slightly above $250 million in 2008.   
 
 Ms. Crain said overall liabilities showed a nine percent increase, which included OPEB 
of $140 million.  She said we also issued $160 million in bonds this year authorized by the 
Board.  Mr. Nye asked if the $140 million was the 30-year amortization of the large number.  
Ms. Crain responded that it was part of the $2 billion. 
 
 Ms. Crain said other obligations reflected the offset to the securities lending.  She said we 
have a net asset loss of one percent, which says a lot about the stability of our system because we 
were able to record $140 million that we had never recorded before.  She said if OPEB were 
taken out of the calculation, we would have shown a three percent growth in net assets.   
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 Ms. Crain broke down the net asset number of $3.48 billion into three categories:  
invested in capital assets ($930 million), which is the equity we have in our plant and buildings 
capital; restricted ($160 million) is expendable dollars available for us to spend but we have to 
follow the donors’ wishes; and non-expendable or endowment funds.  She said unrestricted 
($1.8 billion) is what the System has available to spend.  She explained that the unrestricted 
funds were about seven months worth of our annual operating expenditures, which she said was 
a pretty healthy balance.  Ms. Crain said TAMU has the largest share of unrestricted funds, 
because they are the largest member.  She said the System Offices have a large slice of the pie, 
but two-thirds of that number was related to permanent university funds debt.  She said of the 
$1.8 billion in unrestricted net assets, we have reserved funds of $1.08 billion for accounts 
receivable, encumbrances and legal obligations that must be met.  She said this leaves 20 percent 
of the unreserved net assets.  She said $140 million is tied up in funds functioning as 
endowments and $570 million is available for allocation.   Ms. Crain said when you look at the 
trend-line of net assets, what you would like to see is a positive growth.  Obviously, the 
economic situation we now face has caused a slight drop.  
 
 Ms. Crain briefly discussed total sources of revenue for the A&M System.  She said we 
have suffered reductions in income and investments.  She said $3.1 billion was the same amount 
of sources we had in 2007.  Ms. Crain said state appropriations increased approximately $100 
million, contracts and grants reduced slightly, tuition and fees increased $60 million, and most of 
the other areas were constant percentage wise. 
 
 Ms. Crain explained our contracts and grants revenue and said that federal sources are the 
key to our bloodline.  She said the figures included $91 million in financial aid.  Ms. Crain 
pointed out that TAMU has the largest share of contracts and grants with $200 million, which 
includes the Research Foundation, AgriLife Research, Texas Engineering Experiment Station 
(TEES) and Texas Engineering Extension Service (TEEX).   
 
 Mr. Jones asked where we stand in terms of other systems on research.  Ms. Crain 
responded that she would need to get back to him with that information.  He said he recently read 
a 2006 comparison of TAMU with other universities.  Mr. Nye asked if the publication showed 
TAMU in the top 10.  Mr. Jones responded that TAMU was not listed in the top 10.  
Dr. McKinney said TAMU was ranked number 62.  Mr. Jones said that nationally the top was 
Johns Hopkins with $1.4 billion in 2006.  He said at that time TAMU had $482 million.  
Dr. Murano said this information was correct and what they normally attempt to do in the 
comparison is look at a list of where they are with universities without medical schools.  She said 
TAMU is among the top four in universities without medical schools.  Ms. Crain said they 
recently turned in research expenditures to the THECB and the figures for the A&M System 
overall were roughly $600 million. 
 
 Ms. Crain said that Chairman Jones said it best when he commented that the legislative 
session was going to be very telling with respect to tuition.  She said many decisions would be 
made, tuition was deregulated in 2003 and there has been talk of re-regulation.   
 
 Ms. Crain said that when you look at total operating expenses for the System, it is very 
heavy in personnel costs.  She said there is an increase of nearly $350 million over last year.  She 
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reminded them that $140 million in OPEB is built into this figure and that 60 percent went to 
salary and benefits, which includes $86 million in new or increased salaries.  Ms. Crain said they 
did preliminary looks at our workforce and saw that 40 percent of our workforce is age 50 and 
above.  She said we need to start looking at that and planning.  She said while bringing young, 
fresh employees into the system brings opportunities, we would be using institutional knowledge 
and experience over the next 10 to 15 years.  Ms. Crain said scholarships represented four 
percent or $16 million of this line item.  In the repairs and maintenance category, they had an 
increase of $16 million that is indicative of our aging facilities. 
 
 Ms. Crain summarized her report by saying that costs are rising, tuition is going up, and 
we have a record number of 109,000 students in the A&M System.  She said they are doing 
many things to make higher education more accessible and affordable.  She said $44 million 
additional dollars is going into student support, which is a five percent increase over 2007.  
Ms. Crain said when you look at federal loans, there was a 50 percent increase from 2004 to 
2008.  Scholarships have increased by 41 percent and student employment, which includes 
graduate students, college work-study and student workers, has seen an eight percent increase.  
Student services, which includes student financial aid offices, registrars and counseling has 
increased 34 percent. 
 
 Mr. Nye asked the total tuition paid within the System.  Ms. Crain responded 
$558 million.  Mr. Nye commended Ms. Crain on always doing such a great job. 
 
 Mr. Jones asked if there was talk of backing off the GASB requirement to list the OPEBs 
in your financials.  Ms. Crain said this was a national standard and corporate America has 
already been doing this.  She said there was talk and some concessions were made so you do not 
have to record the full amount on your books, allowing you to amortize over 30 years.  She said 
the bottom line is that the state legislature can do whatever it wants to do, but if they allow us not 
to record it, we are non-comparable with others across the nation, since everyone else is doing it.  
Ms. Crain said that we are already at a disadvantage because the A&M and UT Systems are the 
only two that have their own health insurance plans.  She said that universities such as Texas 
Tech (TT) and the University of Houston (UH) do not have to record this on their books because 
Employees Retirement System (ERS) of Texas is recording it on their books. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT - WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 
 
 Dr. McKinney said over the next few meetings, he was working on getting all 
foundations associated with System universities to make presentations to the Board. 
 
 Dr. J. Patrick O’Brien, President of West Texas A&M University (WTAMU), introduced 
Dr. Neal Weaver, Vice President for Institutional Advancement and Executive Director of the 
WTAMU Foundation.  
 
 Dr. Weaver said the WTAMU Foundation was founded in 1946, operated as a 501(c)(3), 
and became part of the A&M System in 2003.  He said the purpose of the foundation was to 
support and promote WTAMU by trying to attract and manage private gifts to the institution. 
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 Dr. Weaver said their board of directors serves three-year terms and can serve up to three 
consecutive terms or nine years.  He said they usually have 20 to 25 members and can go up to 
30 and their bylaws allow them to be as low as 12 members.  The president of WTAMU, Vice 
President for Institutional Advancement, Executive Director of the Foundation, and the 
Executive Director of the WTAMU Alumni Association serve as ex-officio members of the 
board.  Dr. Weaver said the board selects the president, vice president, secretary and treasurer.  
They serve a one-year term.  He said the president of the university, past president and the 
foundation executive director all serve on the executive committee. 
 
 Dr. Weaver presented a brief overview of the foundation’s assets as of August 31, 2008.  
He said they had seen very nice growth and they are most proud of the fact that they continue to 
increase the amount of money going towards student scholarships.  Dr. Weaver said in 2001 and 
2002 they were investing their own money and did not do well.  He said they chose to join in 
with the A&M System in 2003. 
 
 Dr. Weaver said the number of donors of the past few years had decreased and they are 
aggressively working on programs such as the annual fund program instituted by Dr. O’Brien.  
Dr. Weaver said they are getting prepared for a centennial campaign.  He said for them to have a 
successful campaign, they must increase the total number of donors connected to the institution.  
He said they have switched to quarterly board meetings to more closely align with the reports 
they receive from the System on their investments. 
 
 Dr. Weaver said their objectives with their board were to bring them on board, engage 
them in the life of the university, and get them to know the students and faculty also to help them 
identify the goals of the institution that their donors can support.  He said they do not want 
donors bringing ideas to them as much as they want donors to come on board to help them 
achieve their goals that they believe are important for the institution.   
 
 Dr. Weaver said they plan to have a public launch of their Second Century 
Comprehensive Campaign in 2011. 
 
 Mr. White asked if this was their first comprehensive campaign.  Dr. Weaver responded 
that the university had not had what he would consider a traditional comprehensive campaign.  
He said they had small campaigns focused on a particular project. 
 
 Dr. McKinney said the returns were six to seven percent and asked if the payouts that 
went to the university were in that same range.  Mr. Gary Barnes, Vice President for Business 
and Finance, responded in the affirmative.  He said the foundation was fully invested in the 
endowment pool. 
 
 Mr. Jones thanked Dr. Weaver for the fundraising efforts made by the foundation that 
provided benefits for students at WTAMU. 
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REPORT ON TEXAS A&M’S SUSTAINABILITY 

AND RECYCLING PROGRAM 
 
 Ms. Kelly Wellman, TAMU Sustainability Officer, said their program is less than one-
year old.  She said the most commonly accepted term for sustainability is meeting the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability for future generations to meet their own needs.  She 
said sustainability in essence is a centered principle based on three components:  environmental 
quality, economic vitality and social equity.  She said where the three components overlap is 
when you achieve a sustainable society.  Ms. Wellman said sustainability is a mindset or a way 
of thinking which crosses all disciplines and all divisions. 
 
 Ms. Wellman said an important tool they now have is a sustainability and environmental 
policy that was proposed by a sustainability and environmental management committee and was 
approved by Dr. Murano this past November.  She said the committee was led by staff in 
environmental health and safety and chaired by Dr. Chris Masterson.  She added that this tool is 
important because it lays the groundwork for how they will move forward as a committee. 
 
 Ms. Wellman said she was initially charged to identify existing campus initiatives, learn 
from peer institutions, such as the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education (AASHE), recognize the importance of involving stakeholder groups, work with 
faculty and student organizations and create a sustainability master plan. 
 
 Ms. Wellman highlighted several projects at TAMU.  She said the physical plant’s water 
and energy conservation programs have decreased water and energy consumption by 20 percent 
over the last six years, while campus square footage has increased by 20 percent.  Ms. Wellman 
said they recently completed a greenhouse gas inventory.  She said custodial crews have been 
using green cleaning products and that transportation services uses biodiesel in buses.  Dining 
services holds farmer’s markets in Rudder Plaza to promote locally grown produce and has a 
delivery truck that uses 100 percent recycled fryer oil captured from their dining facilities.  
Ms. Wellman said all major campus construction is built with a Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Silver, a green building rating system.  She said residence life 
has set the tone for new Aggies with energy hall challenges. 
 
 Ms. Wellman briefly discussed campus recycling efforts such as when the landscape 
maintenance group trims trees, the organic waste goes to the City of Bryan Regional Compost 
Facility. 
 
 Ms. Wellman said they have 1,140 material recovery locations on campus and each year 
they generate approximately 7,750 tons of recycled materials.  She said plastic recycling was 
initiated in 2008.  Ms. Wellman said they have a solar powered trash compacter in front of 
Rudder Tower. 
 
 Ms. Wellman said they have made several accomplishments such as TAMU participating 
in National Sustainability Day, a pilot program with the College of Education and Human 
Development (CEHD), student interest has increased, the big belly solar trash compactors and 
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plastic recycling programs have been received well and they have been working with Texas 
regional campuses to create sustainability alliance. 
 
 Ms. Wellman said in the future they would be working on firming up the sustainability 
master plan and creating a sustainability council that would create a forum for students.  She said 
there would be a student conference at the end of March called Reenergize Texas, which is 
focused towards students, but the regional campus alliance is adding a day to the beginning so 
they can target faculty and staff to engage them along with the students.  She said they are 
working on the programming for their 2nd Annual Campus Sustainability Day and Aggies for 
Green Jobs Career Day.  Ms. Wellman said they are also working with faculty to identify areas 
where they can include sustainability.  
 
 Mr. Nye asked Ms. Wellman to describe her committee.  Ms. Wellman said several years 
ago it was formed for environmental management systems.  She said they realized the committee 
was largely representative of a group that they needed to advise them such as faculty from 
different levels, student representatives and different agencies.  Mr. Nye asked if they were 
getting good buy-in from across the campus.  Ms. Wellman responded that they have been very 
well received. 
 
 Mr. Jones asked if the solar powered trash compactor was invented at TAMU.  
Ms. Wellman responded in the negative. 
 
 Mr. White asked about 11,000 pounds they recycled from Kyle Field.  Ms. Wellman said 
she felt they could do better.  Mr. White asked if they would reach a point where the system 
would pay for itself and even make money.  Mr. Charles Sippial, Vice President for Facilities, 
said this was a lofty goal that he did not feel they would reach.  He said they currently 
supplement the program and use what they sell to help the program exist. 
 

RECESS 
 
 Mr. Jones recessed the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 (Secretary’s Note:  The Committee on Finance convened at 3:00 p.m. and adjourned at 
3:13 p.m.  The Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant convened at 3:13 p.m. and adjourned 
at 3:51 p.m.  The Committee on Academic and Student Affairs convened at 3:51 p.m. and 
adjourned at 4:17 p.m.  The Policy Review Committee convened at 4:21 p.m. and adjourned at 
4:28 p.m.) 
 

 
RECONVENE 

 
 Mr. Jones reconvened the meeting at 4:28 p.m.  He announced that the Board had not 
received any requests for public testimony. 
 
 Mr. Jones called on Mr. White to present the report from the Committee on Audit. 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 
 
 Mr. White, Chairman of the Committee on Audit, reported that the committee met earlier 
that same day and covered the First Quarter Audit Report for Fiscal Year 2009.  He said they 
also had the first System audit of governance, which was conducted at TAMU-K.  He said the 
Audit Committee would recommend this tool for use in the future for other universities.  
Mr. White said they received the audit tracking report, which only had one item that needed to be 
responded to and an update on the ethics hotline.  He said there were no agenda items to be voted 
on by the Board. 
 
 Mr. Jones called on Mr. Nye to present the report from the Committee on Finance. 
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 
 Mr. Nye, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, said the committee met earlier that day 
and all members were present.  He said they reviewed Items 1 through 4 inclusive and 
recommended them for approval.  The Board took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 002-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 1) 
 

APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2010 
OPERATING BUDGET GUIDELINES, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. Fraga and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Texas A&M University System guidelines for the FY 2010 operating budget, as 
shown in Exhibit A, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes, are hereby adopted. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 003-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 2) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

REVENUE FINANCING SYSTEM BONDS, SERIES 2009A AND 2009B, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. Fraga and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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 The resolution authorizing the issuance of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M 
University System Revenue Financing System Bonds, Series 2009A and 2009B, substantially in 
the form of Exhibit B, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes, is adopted.  The 
Associate Vice Chancellor and Treasurer, or other Designated Financial Officer, is hereby 
authorized to take such actions as are necessary to accomplish the purposes of the resolution, 
including those relating to the issuance, sale, security, and delivery of the Bonds, all in 
accordance with the provisions of the resolution and to submit, as required, a notice of intent to 
the Texas Bond Review Board relating to the bonds. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 004-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 3) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF THE 
BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND BONDS, SERIES 2009A AND 2009B, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. Fraga and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The resolution authorizing the issuance of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M 
University System Permanent University Fund Bonds, Series 2009A and 2009B, substantially in 
the form of Exhibit C, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes, is adopted.  The 
Associate Vice Chancellor and Treasurer, or other Designated Financial Officer, is hereby 
authorized to take such actions as are necessary to accomplish the purposes of the resolution, 
including those relating to the issuance, sale, security, and delivery of the Bonds, all in 
accordance with the provisions of the resolution. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 005-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 4) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO USE REVENUE FINANCING SYSTEM DEBT 
TO PURCHASE A MODULAR VIVARIUM BUILDING, 

TEXAS A&M HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER, 
IRMA LERMA RANGEL COLLEGE OF PHARMACY, KINGSVILLE, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. Fraga and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The request to use $2,658,305 of Revenue Financing System debt for the purchase of a 
modular vivarium building is approved. 
 
 The amount of $2,658,305 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue 
Financing System Debt Proceeds (Indirect Cost Recoveries/Designated Tuition/Interest Income), 
for the purchase of a modular vivarium building. 
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 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably expects 
to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the proceeds 
received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to reimburse the 
account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such account(s). 
 
 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing System, 
the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial obligations of 
The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues to satisfy the Annual 
Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to meet all financial 
obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System, and that the Participants, on 
whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Mr. Jones called on Mr. Foster to present the report from the Committee on Buildings 
and Physical Plant. 
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON BUILDINGS AND PHYSICAL PLANT 
 
 Mr. Foster, Chairman of the Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant, said the 
Committee met earlier that same day.  He said they recommended approval of Items 5 through 
11.  The Board took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 006-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 5) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-FISCAL YEAR 2013 
CAPITAL PLAN TO ADD THE MILITARY WALK REDEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT FOR TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY WITH A 
FISCAL YEAR 2009 START DATE AND APPROPRIATION 

FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The request to amend the Fiscal Year FY 2009–FY 2013 Texas A&M University System 
Capital Plan to add the Military Walk Redevelopment project for Texas A&M University with a 
FY 2009 start date and a total planning amount of $4,000,000 is approved. 
 
 The amount of $400,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-808871-Military Walk, for 
pre-construction services and related project cost. 
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MINUTE ORDER 007-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 6) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-FISCAL YEAR 2013 
CAPITAL PLAN TO ADD THE COMBINED HEAT AND POWER 

UPGRADE PROJECT FOR TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
WITH A FISCAL YEAR 2009 START DATE AND 

APPROPRIATION FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The request to amend the Fiscal Year FY 2009–FY 2013 Texas A&M University System 
Capital Plan to add the Combined Heat and Power Upgrade project for Texas A&M University 
with a FY 2009 start date and a total planning amount of $70,250,000 is approved. 
 
 The amount of $7,025,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-027016, University 
Utility System Revenue, for pre-construction services and related project cost. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably expects 
to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the proceeds 
received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to reimburse the 
account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such account(s). 
 
 
 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing System, 
the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial obligations of 
The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues to satisfy the Annual 
Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to meet all financial 
obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and that the Participants, on 
whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 008-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 7) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-FISCAL YEAR 2013 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN TO REVISE 

THE TOTAL PLANNING AMOUNT AND APPROPRIATE 
FUNDS FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FOR THE 

GENERAL AVIATION RAMP REHABILITATION PROJECT AT 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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 The request to amend the FY 2009–FY 2013 Texas A&M University System Capital 
Plan to revise the total planning amount for the General Aviation Ramp Rehabilitation project 
from $2,300,000 to $7,000,000 is approved. 
 
 The amount of $700,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-03002, Airport 
Operations, for pre-construction services and related project cost. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 009-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 8) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 
APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AND 

APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE 
CHEMISTRY BUILDING ’72 WING 4TH FLOOR RENOVATION 

AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The project scope along with a project budget of $9,850,000 for the Chemistry Building 
’72 Wing 4th Floor Renovation project is approved. 
 
 The amount of $9,850,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-085008, Designated 
Tuition – Capital, for construction services and related project costs.  This interim funding will 
be reverted and Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds will be appropriated to replace these 
funds upon project approval by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
 
 The amount of $320,000 of previous appropriations is reverted to Account No. 01-
084242 PUF Debt Proceeds. 
 
 The Chemistry Building ’72 Wing 4th Floor Renovation, Texas A&M University, 
College Station, Texas, is approved for construction. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably expects 
to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the proceeds 
received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to reimburse the 
account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such account(s). 
 
 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing System, 
the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial obligations of 
The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues to satisfy the Annual 
Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to meet all financial 
obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and that the Participants, on 
whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 010-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 9) 
 

NAMING OF THE 
“CHARLES R. ’62 AND JUDITH G. MUNNERLYN 

ASTRONOMICAL LABORATORY AND SPACE ENGINEERING BUILDING,” 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
 On motion of Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Texas A&M University’s request to amend the previously approved naming of the 
Munnerlyn Building, Minute Order 172-2004, from the “Charles R. ’62 and Judith G. Munnerlyn 
Astronomy and Space Sciences Engineering Building” to the “Charles R. ’62 and Judith G. 
Munnerlyn Astronomical Laboratory and Space Engineering Building,” to more accurately 
reflect research and teaching activities is hereby approved. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 011-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 10) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO LEASE SPACE IN THE 
TWO RESEARCH PARK BUILDING, 

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS,  
FOR THE REAL ESTATE CENTER, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following approval 
for legal sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to lease approximately 
11,070 net rentable square feet of office space in the Two Research Park Building, 1700 
Research Parkway, College Station, Texas, for a term of ten (10) years and upon such other 
terms and conditions as the Chancellor, or designee, deems appropriate. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 012-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 11) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO RENEW AN EXISTING COMMERCIAL LEASE 
FOR OFFICE SPACE LOCATED AT 

701 NORTH POST OAK IN HOUSTON, TEXAS, 
TEXAS TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE 

 
 On motion of Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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 The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following approval 
for legal sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to renew an existing 
commercial lease of 7,800 square feet of space located at 701 North Post Oak in Houston, Texas, 
for an additional five (5) year term commencing March 1, 2009, and expiring February 28, 2014. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Mr. Jones called on Ms. Steen to present the report from the Committee on Academic and 
Student Affairs. 
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
 
 Ms. Steen, Chair of the Committee on Academic and Student Affairs, reported that the 
Committee met earlier that day.  She said that they approved Items 12 through 25.  The Board 
took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 013-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 12) 
 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED TABLE OF PROGRAMS FOR 
FIVE NEW PROGRAMS  

(BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING;  
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN KINESIOLOGY;  

MASTER OF DIETETIC STUDIES;  
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN COMMUNICATION SCIENCES & DISORDERS;  

AND MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION,  
MAJOR IN MATHEMATICS OR SCIENCE EDUCATION) AND 

AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents approves the Amended Table of Programs for Texas A&M 
International University, which seeks preliminary authority for the following five new programs: 
 

Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering (14.3501.00) 
Master of Science in Kinesiology (31.0505.00) 
Master of Dietetic Studies (51.3101.00) 
Master of Science in Communication Sciences & Disorders (51.0201.00) 
Master of Science in Education, major in Mathematics or Science Education 
   (13.1311.00/13.1316.00) 
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 The Board also authorizes submission of this Amended Table of Programs to the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 014-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 13) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO OFFER THE 
MASTER OF EDUCATION IN COUNSELING – STUDENT AFFAIRS 

BY DISTANCE EDUCATION, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Having complied with all of the requirements of the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board, Texas A&M University-Commerce is hereby authorized to offer the Master 
of Education in Counseling – Student Affairs degree program online to individuals, effective 
spring 2009. 
 
 The Board of Regents finds that the program offering authorized by this minute order is 
within the role and scope and capacity of the institution and will benefit students. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 015-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 14) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO OFFER THE  
MASTER OF SCIENCE OR MASTER OF EDUCATION 
IN HEALTH, KINESIOLOGY AND SPORTS STUDIES 

(HEALTH PROMOTION TRACK OPTION II) BY DISTANCE EDUCATION, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Having complied with all of the requirements of the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board, Texas A&M University-Commerce is hereby authorized to offer the Master 
of Science or Master of Education in Health, Kinesiology and Sports Studies (Health Promotion 
Track Option II) degree program online to individuals, effective summer 2009. 
 
 The Board of Regents finds that the program offering authorized by this minute order is 
within the role and scope and capacity of the institution and will benefit students. 
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MINUTE ORDER 016-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 15) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO OFFER THE MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT BY DISTANCE EDUCATION, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 
 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Having complied with all of the requirements of the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board, Texas A&M University-Commerce is hereby authorized to offer the Master 
of Science in Training and Development program by distance education, effective fall 2009. 
 
 The Board of Regents finds that the program offering authorized by this minute order is 
within the role and scope and capacity of the institution and will benefit students. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 017-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 16) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO OFFER THE BACHELOR OF ARTS 
AND BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN 
SOCIOLOGY BY DISTANCE EDUCATION, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Having complied with all of the requirements of the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board, Texas A&M University-Commerce is hereby authorized to offer the 
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science in Sociology degree program online to individuals, 
effective summer 2009. 
 
 The Board of Regents finds that the program offering authorized by this minute order is 
within the role and scope and capacity of the institution and will benefit students. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 018-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 17) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO OFFER THE MASTER OF SCIENCE 
OR MASTER OF EDUCATION IN EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 

WITH OR WITHOUT PRINCIPAL CERTIFICATION 
BY DISTANCE EDUCATION, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 
 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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 Having complied with all of the requirements of the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board, Texas A&M University-Commerce is hereby authorized to offer the Master 
of Science or Master of Education in Educational Administration with or without Principal 
Certification degree program by distance education, effective June 2009. 
 
 The Board of Regents finds that the program offering authorized by this minute order is 
within the role and scope and capacity of the institution and will benefit students. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 019-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 18) 
 

APPROVAL OF AMENDED TABLE OF PROGRAMS 
TO INCLUDE PRELIMINARY AUTHORITY FOR A 

DOCTORAL LEVEL PROGRAM IN DEVELOPMENTAL EDUCATION 
LEADERSHIP, AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves amending the 
Table of Programs for Texas A&M University-Commerce to include preliminary authority for a 
doctoral level program in developmental education leadership. 
 
 The Board also authorizes the submission of Texas A&M University-Commerce’s 
preliminary authority request to amend its Table of Programs to the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board for approval. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 020-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 19) 

 
APPROVAL OF AMENDED MISSION STATEMENT, 

AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the amended 
Mission Statement for Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi as shown in Exhibit D, a copy of 
which is attached to the official minutes. 
 
 The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi’s 
amended Mission Statement to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval. 
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MINUTE ORDER 021-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 20) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEGREE PROGRAM, AND 
AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order is adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents approves the establishment of a new degree program at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi leading to a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. 
 
 The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi’s new 
degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 022-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 21) 
 

APPROVAL OF TEXAS A&M HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER’S 
42-HOUR CORE CURRICULUM, IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH CRITERIA APPROVED BY THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER 
 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents approves the Texas A&M Health Science Center’s 42-semester 
credit hour Core Curriculum as outlined in Exhibit E, a copy of which is attached to the official 
minutes, effective with the summer semester 2009. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 023-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 22) 
 

APPROVAL OF NEW JOINT MASTER OF SCIENCE AND  
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE PROGRAMS IN NEUROSCIENCE,  

AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY/THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER 

 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the establishment 
of new joint MS and PhD degree programs at Texas A&M University and The Texas A&M 
University System Health Science Center. 
 
 The Board also authorizes submission of this degree program proposal request to the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval, and certifies that all applicable 
Coordinating Board criteria have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 024-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 23) 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
NATIONAL CENTER FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE (NCEMPR), 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER/ 

TEXAS ENGINEERING EXTENSION SERVICE/ 
TEXAS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 

 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The National Center for Emergency Medical Preparedness and Response, a joint HSC, 
TEEX and TEES Center, is hereby established, reporting to the Vice Chancellors for Health 
Affairs and Engineering of The Texas A&M University System. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 025-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 24) 
 

APPROVAL TO CHANGE THE NAME OF THE 
CENTER FOR COLLABORATIVE LEARNING COMMUNITIES (CCLC) 

TO THE CENTER FOR URBAN SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS (CUSP), 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves for the 
Center for Collaborative Learning Communities (CCLC) at Texas A&M University, established 
by Minute Order 319-95, to change its name to the Center for Urban School Partnerships 
(CUSP), within the College of Education and Human Development at Texas A&M University, 
as of January 23, 2009. 
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MINUTE ORDER 026-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 25) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO MERGE THE CENTER FOR SPACE POWER 
AND THE SPACECRAFT TECHNOLOGY CENTER INTO THE 

SPACECRAFT ENGINEERING RESEARCH CENTER, AND 
ESTABLISH THE NEW CENTER AS A JOINT 

TEXAS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION AND 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY CENTER, 

TEXAS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION/ 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
 On motion of Ms. Steen, seconded by Mr. Nye and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Center for Space Power, established by Minute Order 20-89, and the Spacecraft 
Technology Center, established by Minute Order 199-98, both assigned as administrative units of 
the Texas Engineering Experiment Station, are hereby merged into the Spacecraft Engineering 
Research Center, a joint Texas Engineering Experiment Station and Texas A&M University 
center, and assigned as an administrative unit within the Texas Engineering Experiment Station 
as of January 23, 2009. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Mr. Jones called on Mr. Stallings to present the report from the Policy Review 
Committee. 
 

REPORT FROM THE POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 
 Mr. Stallings, Chairman of the Policy Review Committee, reported that the Committee 
met earlier that day.  He said they voted and approved Items 26 through 28.  The Board took 
action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 027-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 26) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISION TO  
SYSTEM POLICY 15.01 (RESEARCH AGREEMENTS), 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Mr. Stallings, seconded by Mr. Foster and by a unanimous vote, the 
following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The revisions to System Policy 15.01 (Research Agreements), as shown in Exhibit F, a 
copy of which is attached to the official minutes, are approved, effective immediately. 
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MINUTE ORDER 028-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 27) 
 

APPROVAL OF NEW SYSTEM POLICY 29.01 (INFORMATION RESOURCES), 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Stallings, seconded by Mr. Foster and by a unanimous vote, the 
following minute order was adopted: 
 
 New System Policy 29.01 (Information Resources), as shown in Exhibit G, a copy of 
which is attached to the official minutes, is approved, effective immediately. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 029-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 28) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 34.02 
(DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE AND REHABILITATION PROGRAMS), 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Mr. Stallings, seconded by Mr. Foster and by a unanimous vote, the 
following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The revisions to System Policy 34.02 (Drug and Alcohol Abuse and Rehabilitation 
Programs), as shown in Exhibit H, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes, are 
approved, effective immediately. 
 

~~~~ 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
 
 Mr. Jones called on Dr. McKinney to present Items 30 and 32 through 39.  The Board 
took action as set forth below: 
 
 (Secretary’s Note:  Item 31 was withdrawn.) 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 030-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 30) 
 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with System 
Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes the granting of 
tenure to the following faculty members as set forth in Exhibit I, a copy of which is attached to 
the official minutes as, Tenure List No. 09-03. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 031-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 32) 
 

APPROVAL FOR 
DR. EMILE SCHWEIKERT, 

AN EMPLOYEE, TO SERVE AS THE CHANCELLOR’S DESIGNEE, 
IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS A MEMBER OF THE 

GOVERNING BOARD OF A BUSINESS ENTITY FORMED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCIALIZATION 

OF TECHNOLOGY OWNED BY THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves the 
appointment of Dr. Emile Schweikert, Professor in the Department of Chemistry in the College 
of Science, Texas A&M University, to serve as the Chancellor’s designee, in his official capacity 
as a member of the governing board of TamChem, LLC, a business entity formed for the purpose 
of development and commercialization of technology owned by The Texas A&M University 
System. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 032-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 33) 
 

APPROVAL FOR 
DR. GERARD L. COTÉ, 

A SYSTEM EMPLOYEE, TO SERVE AS AN EMPLOYEE, 
OFFICER, AND MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF A BUSINESS ENTITY SEEKING TO LICENSE 
TECHNOLOGY FROM THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 

TEXAS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby grants approval to 
Dr. Gerard L. Coté, Professor of Biomedical Engineering and TEES Research Engineer, to serve 
in his individual capacity as an employee, officer, and member of the board of directors of 
Photon Diagnostic Nanosystems, LLC, a business entity seeking to enter into an agreement with 
The Texas A&M University System relating to the research, development, licensing, or 
exploitation of intellectual property conceived, created, discovered, invented and developed by 
Dr. Coté.  
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MINUTE ORDER 033-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 34) 

 
APPROVAL FOR 

DR. JUN KAMEOKA, 
A SYSTEM EMPLOYEE, TO SERVE AS AN EMPLOYEE, 

OFFICER, AND MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF A BUSINESS ENTITY SEEKING TO LICENSE TECHNOLOGY 

FROM THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 
TEXAS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby grants approval to 
Dr. Jun Kameoka, Assistant Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering and TEES 
Assistant Research Engineer, to serve in his individual capacity as an employee, officer, and 
member of the board of directors of Photon Diagnostic Nanosystems, LLC, a business entity 
seeking to enter into an agreement with The Texas A&M University System relating to the 
research, development, licensing, or exploitation of intellectual property conceived, created, 
discovered, invented and developed by Dr. Kameoka. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 034-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 35) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF 
DR. THOMAS R. MITCHELL 

AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 
TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective January 23, 2009, Dr. Thomas R. Mitchell is hereby appointed Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Texas A&M International University, at a salary of $120,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 035-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 36) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF 
DR. ERIC M. BOST 

AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR GLOBAL INITIATIVES, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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 Effective January 26, 2009, Eric M. Bost is hereby appointed Vice President for Global 
Initiatives at Texas A&M University, at an initial salary of $265,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 036-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 37) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF 
DR. MARY HENDRIX 

AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT ACCESS AND SUCCESS, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective upon approval by the Board, Dr. Mary Hendrix is hereby appointed Vice 
President for Student Access and Success at Texas A&M University-Commerce, at an initial 
salary of $157,265. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 037-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 38) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF 
DR. ARTHUR E. HERNANDEZ 

AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, WITH TENURE, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective March 1, 2009, Dr. Arthur E. Hernandez is hereby appointed Dean of the 
College of Education with tenure at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, at an initial salary of 
$145,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 038-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 39) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF 
DR. WILLIAM A. DUGAS 
AS INTERIM DIRECTOR, 

TEXAS AGRILIFE RESEARCH 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Dr. William A. Dugas is hereby appointed Interim Director of Texas AgriLife Research 
of The Texas A&M University System, effective January 23, 2009, at an initial salary of 
$267,000. 
 

~~~~ 
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 Mr. Jones presented Consent Items 40-a through 40-c.  The Board took action as set forth 
below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 039-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-a) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 
DECEMBER 4-5, 2008, REGULAR BOARD MEETING AND 

DECEMBER 11, 2008, SPECIAL TELEPHONIC BOARD MEETING, 
BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 Minutes of the December 4-5, 2008, Regular Board Meeting, and the December 11, 2008, 
Special Telephonic Meeting are hereby approved. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 040-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-b) 
 

GRANTING OF THE TITLE OF EMERITUS/EMERITA, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 
 In recognition of long and distinguished service to The Texas A&M University System, 
the Board of Regents hereby confirms the recommendation of the Chancellor, and confers the 
title of “Emeritus/Emerita” upon the individuals as shown in Exhibit J, a copy of which is 
attached to the official minutes, Emeritus/Emerita Title List No. 09-03, and grants all rights and 
privileges of this title. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 041-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-c) 
 

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT AND 
COMMISSIONING OF PEACE OFFICERS, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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 In accordance with System Policy 34.06 (Appointment, Commissioning and Authority of 
Peace Officers), the Presidents of their respective system member universities are authorized to 
appoint and commission campus peace officers in accordance with the requirements of the law, 
subject to confirmation by the Board of Regents, as shown in Exhibit K, attached to the official 
minutes. 
 

~~~~ 
 

 Dr. Mark Hussey, Director of Texas AgriLife Research, presented Item 40-d.  The Board 
took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 042-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-d) 
 

RESOLUTION HONORING THE 
2008 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE POULTRY JUDGING TEAM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Texas A&M University has a 
long-standing tradition of producing nationally-ranked judging teams; and  

 
Whereas, students participating on judging teams develop valuable leadership training 

and group dynamic skills which build individual self-confidence; and  
 
Whereas, the Texas A&M University Poultry Judging Team has excelled in skill and 

mastery of poultry judging, having won four of the past five national collegiate poultry judging 
competitions, and 22 of the last 44 contests over the past 22 years; and  

 
Whereas, two major national level competitions are held annually including the United 

States Poultry and Egg National Poultry Judging Contest in the Spring and the National 
Collegiate Poultry Judging Contest in the Fall; and  

 
Whereas, during the week of November 10, 2008, the Texas A&M University Poultry 

Judging Team competed in the National Collegiate Poultry Judging Competition which was held 
at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville; and  

 
Whereas, members of the Texas A&M University Poultry Judging Team included 

Brian Zbikowski of Rockdale, Mallori Williams of Refugio, Joshua Garcia of La Vernia, 
Jenna Moore of Adkins, and alternate Nathan Fuchs of Cameron; and  

 
Whereas, team members worked tirelessly preparing for the competition under the 

encouragement of team coach and advisor, Dr. Jason Lee; and  
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Whereas, as a result of their judging prowess, the Texas A&M University Poultry 

Judging Team received first place honors by winning the 2008 National Collegiate Poultry 
Judging Championship and placed first in Egg Production and Quality, and second in Breed 
Selection and Carcass Quality; and  

 
Whereas, Brian Zbikowski took individual first place honors, as well as first place in Egg 

Production and Quality and fourth place in Breed Selection and Carcass Quality contests, and 
Mallori Williams took individual second place honors and placed second in Breed Selection and 
Carcass Quality; now, therefore, be it 
 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System, express our heartfelt congratulations to the members of the Texas A&M University 
Poultry Judging Team for their outstanding achievement and performance at the 2008 National 
Collegiate Poultry Judging Competition and for bringing national recognition to the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences and Texas A&M University as a result of their efforts; and, be it, 
further  
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be signed by 
the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, and be presented 
to each member of the team and coach and to the Archives of Texas A&M University as a 
permanent expression of appreciation and respect for contributions of the 2008 Texas A&M 
University Poultry Judging Team.  
 

~~~~ 
 
 Dr. Flavius Killebrew, President of TAMU-CC, presented Items 40-e through 40-h.  The 
Board took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 043-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-e) 
 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO 
BETH FIONDA, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi volleyball player Beth Fionda was 
named to the CoSIDA/ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District VI Third Team; and  
 

Whereas, Ms. Fionda currently has a perfect 4.0 GPA while majoring in Interdisciplinary 
Studies in the College of Education; now, therefore, be it  
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Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System, express our sincere congratulations to Ms. Fionda for the honor and recognition her 
accomplishments have brought to Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and The Texas A&M 
University System; and, be it, further  
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be signed by 
the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, and be presented 
to Ms. Fionda and to the Archives of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi as a remembrance 
of this Board’s appreciation.  
 

MINUTE ORDER 044-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-f) 
 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO 
ANNE RONOH, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi cross country runner Anne Ronoh 
became the first Islander women’s runner to compete at the NCAA National meet; and  
 

Whereas, she was the lone representative of the Southland Conference at the national 
meet; and  

 
Whereas, her 11th place finish at the NCAA South Central Region meet was the best ever 

by an Islander and best in the Southland Conference; now, therefore, be it  
 
Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 

System, express our sincere congratulations to Ms. Ronoh for the honor and recognition her 
accomplishments have brought to Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and The Texas A&M 
University System; and, be it, further  

 
Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be signed by 

the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, and be presented 
to Ms. Ronoh and to the Archives of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi as a remembrance 
of this Board’s appreciation.  
 

MINUTE ORDER 045-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-g) 
 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO THE 
2008 WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY TEAM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
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Whereas, the Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Women’s Cross Country Team 

repeated as the Southland Conference Champions in 2008 marking its second title in three years 
in the league; and  
 

Whereas, Anne Ronoh was named the Southland Conference Newcomer of the Year and 
Caitlin Arambula and Courtney Johnson earned all-conference honors; and  
 

Whereas, Shawn Flanagan was named the Southland Conference Coach of the Year for 
the second straight season; now, therefore, be it  
 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System, express our sincere congratulations to the members of the A&M-Corpus Christi 
Islanders’ Women’s Cross Country Team for the honor and recognition their accomplishments 
have brought to Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and The Texas A&M University System; 
and, be it, further  
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be signed by 
the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, and be presented 
to the coach and to each member of the team and to the Archives of Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi as a remembrance of this Board’s appreciation. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 046-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-h) 
 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO THE 
2008 WOMEN’S SOFTBALL TEAM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, The Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Softball Team was honored for 
having the highest GPA in the Southland Conference and 55th highest in the country amongst 
NCAA Division I teams; and  
 

Whereas, the Islanders had a 3.18 GPA as a team with nine players over a 3.0 and five 
over a 3.5; and  
 

Whereas, Andrea Simancas and Larissa Martin each had perfect 4.0 GPAs; now, 
therefore, be it  
 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System, express our sincere congratulations to the members of the A&M-Corpus Christi 
Islanders’ Women’s Softball Team for the honor and recognition their accomplishments have 
brought to Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and The Texas A&M University System; and, 
be it, further  
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Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be signed by 

the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, and be presented 
to Coach Jake Schumann and to each member of the team and to the Archives of Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi as a remembrance of this Board’s appreciation. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Dr. J. Patrick O’Brien, President of WTAMU, presented Item 40-i.  The Board took 
action as set forth below: 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 047-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 40-i) 
 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO THE 
2008 MAROON PRODUCTIONS CREW, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. White and by a unanimous vote, the following 
minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, the 2008 West Texas A&M University Maroon Productions Crew participated 
in a national Freedom of Speech contest sponsored by the National Association of Broadcasters 
(NAB), competing against schools two and three times its size; and  
 

Whereas, Johnny Story, Andrew Brown, Niki Bryan, Jacqueline Keenan-Kingston, 
Heather Seiler, Jennifer Yepez; and Jarick Howard produced, edited, wrote and mastered the 
public service announcement (PSA), “Voting as a Responsibility,” and  
 

Whereas, they received a 2nd place honor, a $2,000.00 cash award, national airplay on 
radio stations across the USA, and national attention and accolades on the NAB National 
Website for the PSA; and 

 
Whereas, the work and encouragement of Dr. Leigh Browning, associate professor and 

director of broadcasting, resulted in the crew’s outstanding accomplishments and national 
recognition for the University; now, therefore, be it 
 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System, express our heartfelt congratulations to all the members of the West Texas A&M 
University Maroon Productions Crew for their contributions to West Texas A&M University; 
and, be it, further   
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be signed by 
the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, and be presented 
to each member of the team and to the Archives of West Texas A&M University as a permanent 
mark of this Board’s appreciation and gratitude to all these individuals for a job well done.  
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~~~~ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 Mr. Jones announced that the next regular meeting of the Board was scheduled for 
March 26-27, 2009, on the campus of Texas A&M.  Mr. Jones asked if there was any new 
business to come before the Board.  There was none. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 On motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Ms. Steen and by a unanimous vote, the meeting was 
adjourned at 4:46 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Vickie Burt Spillers 
Executive Secretary to the Board 
The Texas A&M University System 
 

VBS:jb 
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