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MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS 

March 26-27, 2009 

CONVENE – THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2009 

 Chairman Bill Jones, convened a regular meeting of the Board of Regents of 
The Texas A&M University System (TAMUS) at 11:45 a.m., Thursday, March 26, 2009, 
in the Board Meeting Room on the campus of Texas A&M University (TAMU), College 
Station, Texas.  The following members of the Board were present: 
 

Mr. Bill Jones, Chairman 
Mr. John D. White, Vice Chairman 
Dr. Richard A. Box 
Mr. Morris Foster 
Mr. Lupe Fraga 
Mr. Erle Nye 
Mr. Jim Wilson 

 
 The following members of the Board were not present when the meeting 
convened: 
 

Mr. Gene Stallings (joined meeting at 2:35 p.m.) 
Ms. Ida Clement Steen (joined meeting on Friday, March 27) 
Mr. Anthony Cullins, Student Regent (joined meeting at 2:35 p.m.) 

 
 Chairman Jones announced that a quorum was present. 

 
RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
 Chairman Jones announced that the Board would recess to executive session to 
consider matters as provided in Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code:  Section 71 
for consultation with system attorneys regarding legal matters or pending and/or 
contemplated litigation or settlement offers; Section 72 for deliberations regarding the 
purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property; Section 73 for deliberations regarding 
negotiated contracts for prospective gifts or donations; and Section 74 for deliberations 
regarding personnel matters relating to appointment, employment, evaluation, 
reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of an officer or employee, or to hear 
complaints or charges against an officer or employee (including Items 31 through 37), 
and discussion of duties and evaluations of A&M System administration officers, 
presidents of institutions and the health science center, directors of agencies, other 
officers reporting directly to the Board, and A&M System and institutional employees.  
Chairman Jones said in accordance with the law, no final action, decision, or vote with 
regard to any matter considered in the executive session would be made or taken. 
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 (Secretary’s Note:  The Board met in executive session from 11:45 a.m. until 
12:50 p.m.) 

 
RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION 

 
Chairman Jones reconvened the meeting in open session at 12:52 p.m.  He said 

the Board met in executive session from 11:45 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. and considered 
executive session agenda items and conferred with the Chancellor, several system and 
university administrators and system attorneys on personnel, land and legal matters.  He 
announced that the Board would reconvene its executive session the next morning.  
Chairman Jones recessed the meeting and announced the Board would reconvene in 
Room 292 of the Memorial Student Center (MSC). 

 
At 1:12 p.m., Chairman Jones reconvened the meeting in Room 292 of the MSC 

and announced that a quorum was present.  He said the Board met in executive session on 
Thursday, March 26, from 11:45 a.m. until 12:50 p.m. and considered executive session 
agenda items and conferred with the Chancellor, several system and university 
administrators, and system attorneys on personnel, land and legal matters.  
Chairman Jones said the Board would reconvene its executive session on Friday, 
March 27, 2009, at 8:30 a.m. in the Board Meeting Room, to continue the executive 
session agenda, including consideration of Item 37 and discussion and evaluations of 
A&M System administrative officers, presidents of institutions and the health science 
center, directors of agencies, other officers reporting directly to the Board, and A&M 
System and institutional employees.  He said if action were taken on Item 37, it would be 
on Friday, when the Board reconvened in open session. 

 
INVOCATION 

 
 Chairman Jones called on Ms. Alexandra “Ali” Duran from Katy, Texas, a 
sophomore at TAMU majoring in biomedical science, who presented the invocation.   

 
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 

  
 Chairman Jones recognized that this might be the last meeting for 
Regents Erle Nye and John D. White.  He commented that Regent Nye was unique in 
serving 12 consecutive years.  He said Regent Nye’s presence on the board would be 
missed and his sacrifice to Texas A&M and the A&M System has been limitless, in not 
only time and efforts, but also in the resources he shared. 
 
 Regent Nye expressed gratitude to those present in the room and the many 
thousands beyond the room that he said so capably serve the A&M System.  He said over 
12 years ago, then Governor George W. Bush, appointed him to this board and six years 
ago, his friend Governor Rick Perry reappointed him.  Regent Nye said little did he know 
at that time what was ahead.  He said the intervening years had been filled with many 
trials and a few tragedies, but every step of the way he had come to have a greater 
recognition and appreciation of the unique and commendable nature of the universities, 
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agencies and health science center that make up the A&M System.  Along the way, he 
said, he had met and served with many talented, accomplished, and dedicated men and 
women.  Regent Nye said he would never forget the many selfless acts that had been 
committed for the benefit of the A&M System, nor would he ever fail to be thankful for 
the many kindnesses and gracious friendships extended to him.  He asked everyone to 
stop and recognize the importance of what they did every day in the service of this great 
state, and in a larger sense, in the advancement of mankind.  He urged them to always do 
their best and in all things be committed to act in an honest and honorable fashion.  
Regent Nye said when he was sworn in, he committed himself to pursue three goals for 
the System: excellence in all that we do, prudence and the management of the resources 
entrusted to us, and access to all who need and desire an advanced education.  He urged 
that in all that we do, to seek to impart wisdom as well as knowledge, character as well as 
competence, and faith as well as facts.  Regent Nye said Texas A&M and the A&M 
System were unique and special American institutions.  He expressed to everyone his 
genuine respect, his great admiration and his sincere appreciation.  He said it was his 
prayer that God’s most enduring blessings would be theirs. 
 
 Chairman Jones acknowledged Vice Chairman White and said the one word that 
best described him was “collaboration.” 
 
 Regent White said it had been a great ride.  He said that he thought he knew a lot 
about Texas A&M and its history, but he had no concept about the A&M System and 
everything it did.  He said the A&M System is the “mother lode” of talent and he is 
continually amazed.  While it is a complex system, it has so much to offer the state, the 
people of Texas, and the nation.  He said the A&M System is making a huge impact 
internationally.  Regent White said collaboration has been the byword and we are the 
model.  He said the “can do” attitude and the attitude of “a rising tide raises all ships” 
resonates well beyond the A&M System.  Regent White said it had been an absolute 
pleasure and thanked everyone. 
 
 Chairman Jones said they recently attended investiture ceremonies for 
Dr. Carlisle Rathburn, President of Texas A&M University-Texarkana (TAMU-T), 
Dr. Dan Jones, President of Texas A&M University-Commerce (TAMU-C) and 
Dr. Steven Tallant, President of Texas A&M University-Kingsville (TAMU-K).  He said 
while each ceremony was different, they accomplished the same goal.  He added that the 
one thing that was consistent was the enthusiasm of the local community for what was 
happening. 
 
 Chairman Jones briefly discussed two publications--The Association of 
Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges (AGB), Aligning American Higher 
Education with a Twenty-First Century Public Agenda:  A Leadership Approach to 
Policy Reform and the Professional and Organizational Development Network in Higher 
Education’s Teaching Excellence:  Countering Common Misbeliefs about Student 
Evaluations of Teaching.  He said in his view, the outline was a simple reminder to see if 
we are still on track.  He said the second publication was something that his wife and 
daughter found while touring college campuses.  Chairman Jones said this publication 
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discussed situations that the A&M System and others have encountered with teaching 
excellence awards.   
 
 Chairman Jones said his mantra is “our ultimate client is the student.”  He stated 
that the students are the Board’s main priority -- not the faculty, not the presidents, not 
the Chancellor, or any staff member or any board member. 
 
 Mr. Jones referred to another publication, How to Teach Larger Classes More 
Effectively.  He said one of the things happening with hard economic times was that class 
sizes were getting larger.  He said this publication had suggestions on how to teach those 
classes more effectively. 
 

CHANCELLOR’S REMARKS 
 
 Chancellor Mike McKinney reported that more than 50 legislative ladies visited 
the Texas A&M campus on March 4, 2009.  They toured the Texas Transportation 
Institute (TTI), the Texas Engineering Extension Service (TEEX) and A&M’s Riverside 
campus.  
 
 Regarding the teaching excellence award recipients, Chancellor McKinney said 
you cannot separate helping students from helping faculty.  The intent in helping faculty 
was to help students be able to recognize the teachers who do a good job and to recruit 
additional teachers.  Eighty teachers participated in the pilot program -- 46 from TAMU, 
18 from Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU) and 16 from TAMU-K. 
 
 Chancellor McKinney reported that Ms. Britney Jordan from TAMU-C and 
Ms. Emily Brister from West Texas A&M University (WTAMU) were selected to the 
2009 National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division II State Farm Coaches’ 
All-America Basketball Team. 
 

Legislative Briefing 
 
 Chancellor McKinney gave a brief legislative overview.  He said the Senate had 
almost completed its initial work.  They added student financial aid, $19 million for  
Be-On-Time grants and $85 million for Texas Grants.  In general academics, 
$100 million was added to the formulas and $8 million to the Competitive Knowledge 
Fund.  He said the Texas A&M University-Kingsville System Center-San Antonio 
received $6.3 million and Tarleton State University System Center-Central Texas 
received $6.1 million in operational funds and debt services for the last year of the 
biennium.  There were changes in the formula for health-related institutions -- 
$22.5 million for the Texas A&M Health Science Center and they added $10 million to 
graduate medical education.  Chancellor McKinney compared agency funding to the bill 
that was introduced.  He said they added $14.4 million to the different agencies; 
$1 million went to Texas AgriLife Extension Service for increased delivery, $7 million to 
the Texas Forest Service (TFS) for wildfire protection and $1 million to the Texas 
Engineering Experiment Station (TEES) for the Nuclear Power Institute. 
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 Chancellor McKinney said we would receive $7.5 million for Texas A&M 
University at Galveston (TAMUG) from HB 6, for emergency funding which dealt with 
Hurricane Ike.  He said $1 million would be allocated to TAMU and $1.1 million to 
TEEX. 
 
 He said tuition was still a hot topic in the legislature.  The six chancellors had 
agreed to be partners in their approach.  Chancellor McKinney said freezing tuition had a 
lot of traction, but he felt a freeze would harm everybody in preparing his or her budgets 
and especially those who had exercised some restraint in the past.   
 
 In regards to the system center bills, Chancellor McKinney said they removed 
some of the language on Tuition Revenue Bonds (TRBs).  He added that there was a bill 
to add PVAMU to the Research and Development Fund.  He said PVAMU was the only 
one of the 35 universities that was not in either the Competitive Knowledge Fund or the 
Research Development Fund. 
 
 Regent Box inquired about the 10 percent rule.  Chancellor McKinney responded 
that the Senate kicked out the portion of the rule that said that up to 60 percent of an 
incoming freshman class would be admitted because they ranked academically in the 
top 10 percent of their high school class.  He said the bill currently being considered by 
the House would limit this to 40 percent.   
 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA FOUNDATION REPORT 
 
 Dr. Carlisle Rathburn, President of TAMU-T, said they are currently the smallest 
member of the A&M System, but if you measured a university by the commitment that 
its community has to its future, they are a flagship to this system.  He said presently 
TAMU-T does not have a separate 501(c)(3) foundation, but thanks to the support of the 
Women for A&M-Texarkana, they are in the process of reincorporating a foundation.  He 
introduced Ms. LeAnne Wright, Director of Institutional Advancement; Mr. Scott Bruner, 
Partner with Offenhauser & Co.; and Ms. Judy Morgan, President of Women for  
A&M-Texarkana. 
 
 Ms. Wright said while they are young in the world of advancement, she believed 
they are making progress.  Over the last five years, they have increased their endowment 
fund by 1,400 percent.  They are committed to increasing this number in the coming 
years because they know how important it is for them to increase private funding so they 
can continue to expand the university’s new campus as well as scholarships available to 
students.  She said 49 percent of their endowment fund was for scholarships, 46 percent 
went towards their efforts for engineering and computer science programs and 5 percent 
was for discretionary funds.  
 
 Mr. Bruner said 60 years ago Congressman Wright Patman testified in Congress 
that the income in his district was 70 percent of the state average and the number of 
people with college degrees was also approximately 70 percent of the state average.  He 
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said Texarkana shares some characteristics with Laredo in that they are border towns 
with large economically disadvantaged populations, isolated from four-year universities 
with under-educated populations.  In 2001, they contacted Mr. H. Ross Perot who agreed 
to assist them with an engineering program.  Mr. Perot gave them access to his chair of 
consulting, Mr. Jim Champy, who in 2003, agreed to seed money to fund a future dean’s 
position for ten years based on performance.  Mr. Bruner said eight years later they 
closed the campaign and blazed a trail that exceeded their $7 million goal by raising 
$9.2 million.  Mr. Bruner said they had two other great benefactors -- Anita and Truman 
Arnold and Lois and Cary Patterson.   
 
 Ms. Judy Morgan said the Women for A&M-Texarkana had been in existence for 
three years and is 325 women strong with one purpose and one goal.  She sees their 
organization as the final piece of the puzzle and the bridge for the future.  Ms. Morgan 
said at a recent visit to their new campus by Senator Zaffrini, she promised her that when 
the campus opens in 2010, they would have the halls filled with students.  Ms. Morgan 
said they have raised approximately $300,000.  She said this was a byproduct of who 
they are and she felt they were the passion and spirit of Texarkana, because they want 
higher education for all students. 
 
 Dr. Rathburn concluded their presentation by thanking Mr. Bruner and 
Ms. Morgan.  He said their Endow the Future Campaign that raised approximately 
$9.3 million was the largest private campaign in the history of East Texas. 
 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE FOUNDATION REPORT 
 
 Dr. Dan Jones, President of TAMU-C, said the university would celebrate 120 
years and they have had an independent foundation for almost 40 years.   
 
 He introduced Mr. Lloyd Basham, an alumnus, faculty member and doctoral 
student.  Mr. Basham said their board was established and chartered in 1970.  It exists 
primarily and exclusively to support TAMU-C, its students, faculty, staff and former 
students.  Gifts given to the foundation are managed in cooperation with the 
A&M System.  Mr. Basham said they are chartered with an entitlement of 30 members 
and currently have 24 members.  They intentionally keep the number under the 30 charter 
members so they can ensure themselves of the quality, professionalism and dedication of 
the members.  The six ex-officio members include the president of TAMU-C,  
vice president for institutional advancement, vice president for business and 
administration, alumni association president, faculty senate president and the student 
government president.  Mr. Basham said the president’s role is to give them advice and 
share the direction of the strategic plan of the board.  Through its strategic plan,  
TAMU-C communicates the university’s priorities and needs to the foundation.  
Mr. Basham said in doing this, even though they are an independent organization, they do 
not perceive themselves as an independent organization, rather as a part of the university.   
 
 Mr. Basham said they borrowed the term “Bridge Builders” from their founding 
President Mayo who had a poem with this phrase in it.  He said they chose this term as 
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the theme for their faculty, staff and retired faculty and staff to embrace them into their 
program of philanthropy.  He said they have been successful in their efforts with 
participation increasing from 13 percent in 2004, to 55 percent in 2008.  He discussed the 
foundation’s support to the university.  
 
 Mr. Basham explained Operation Spark, a program where local school districts 
along with the university assist in the development of math and science.  He said one of 
the local corporate entities also participates in this program.  The objective of Operation 
Spark is to ensure that there is a higher skill level of math and science in the workforce.  
He said that Project Science, Technology, Engineering, Education and Math (STEEM) is 
an introduction to both the students and the instructors.  The purpose of the program is to 
encourage instructors to not only think about, but also actually employ new methods of 
instructions and education in the classroom to transform the students in how he or she 
receives those instructions and uses them in their gain of skill, knowledge and wisdom. 
 
 Mr. Basham said the number of scholarships as well as the dollar amount has 
increased during the past three years.  Their foundation board is very committed to this 
project and they should never forget that the student is the purpose for their existence.  
He said as of 2008, there was a small decline that had to do with the current market 
climate.  He said in regards to audit, they felt it was a very important point to make to the 
Board for two reasons.  First, the System conducted an audit recently and they received a 
positive report.  He said equally important, they recently had an external report.  He said 
in their charter, it indicates that they should have an audit report every two years.  Mr. 
Basham said they recently voted and changed the charter to include an annual report. 
 

REPORT ON THE VOLUNTARY SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
 Dr. J. Patrick O’Brien, President of WTAMU, said over the past decade there had 
been concerns raised with regard to higher education, affordability, accessibility and 
whether students were actually learning.  There was a tremendous push for additional 
accountability in higher education.  He said there were a couple of ways to accomplish 
this -- by regulation and by voluntary action of higher education itself.  In 2006, the 
concept of a voluntary system of accountability (VSA) was developed through the 
collaborative efforts of the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant 
Colleges (NASULGC) and the American Association of State Colleges and Universities 
(AASCU).   
 

Dr. O’Brien briefly discussed the concept of VSA and showed the type of 
information that was being provided.  He said the basic goals of VSA were to provide 
greater transparency about what they do, to provide better information to their consumers 
so they could make better choices about which institution they chose to attend and to 
provide greater accountability for student learning.  He said there were various 
stakeholder groups they were attempting to communicate with -- students and families, 
policy makers, legislators, taxpayers and the public.  They also need to communicate with 
their internal campus audiences. 
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 In 2007, through the collaborative efforts of NASULGC and AASCU, various 
individuals from universities were brought together to develop a uniform standard 
template that could be utilized by all universities reporting the same type of information.  
This information resides on the college portrait, which is broken into three parts: 
consumer information, student experiences and perceptions, and student learning 
outcomes.  Dr. O’Brien used the WTAMU website to illustrate the college portrait and to 
show examples of the campus environment, campus support services, student housing, 
campus safety and plans on graduates.  He said they already have several assessment 
avenues such as (SACS), professional accreditations in various colleges, accreditation of 
specific programs and data submitted to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
(THECB) and TAMUS.  He said the difference is that VSA puts the information in a 
common format, which is web-based and accessible to anybody. 
 
 (Secretary’s note:  Regent Stallings and Student Regent Cullins joined the 
meeting at 2:35 p.m.) 
 

RECESS 
 
 Chairman Jones recessed the meeting at 2:42 p.m. 
 
 (Secretary’s Note:  The Committee on Finance convened at 2:42 p.m. and 
adjourned at 2:47 p.m.  The Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant convened at 
2:47 p.m. and adjourned at 3:24 p.m.  The Committee on Academic and Student Affairs 
convened at 3:25 p.m. and adjourned at 3:33 p.m.  The Policy Review Committee 
convened at 3:33 p.m. and adjourned at 3:36 p.m.) 
 

RECONVENE BOARD MEETING 
 
 Chairman Jones reconvened the meeting at 3:36 p.m.  He announced that the 
Board had not received any requests for public testimony. 
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 
 
 Vice Chairman White, Chairman of the Committee on Audit, reported that the 
committee met earlier that day and discussed the Second Quarter Audit Report for Fiscal 
Year 2009, the Audit Tracking Report and received an update on the EthicsPoint Hotline.  
He said there were no agenda items that required action by the Board.  He commended 
Ms. Cathy Smock, Chief Auditor, and members of her staff for doing a good job. 
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 
 Regent Nye, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, said the Committee met 
earlier that day and reviewed Items 1 through 3, and recommended them for approval.  
The Board took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 050-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 1) 

 
CONFIRMATION OF NEW AND AMENDED FIELD TRIP 

AND STUDY ABROAD FEES, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The request for new and amended field trip and study abroad fees for the 
academic institutions and the health science center of The Texas A&M University 
System, as shown on Exhibit A, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes, is 
hereby confirmed. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 051-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 2) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND THE OUTSIDE COUNSEL CONTRACT  
WITH THE LAW FIRM OF ADLER & ASSOCIATES, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, subject to the 
approval by the Attorney General of Texas, authorizes the General Counsel of The Texas 
A&M University System to execute and deliver on behalf of The Texas A&M University 
System an amendment to the FY08-FY09 Outside Counsel Contract with the law firm of 
Adler & Associates which increases the fee cap amount to an amount not to exceed 
$375,000. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System requests that the 
Attorney General of Texas approve an amendment to the FY08-FY09 Outside Counsel 
Contract with the law firm of Adler & Associates, which increases the fee cap amount to 
an amount not to exceed $375,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 052-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 3) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISED SIGNATURES FOR  
REVOLVING FUND BANK ACCOUNTS, 

TEXAS VETERINARY MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
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 Under the authority of the General Appropriations Act, and effective with the 
transfer of fiscal responsibilities from Texas A&M University back to the Texas 
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, which will occur no later than April 1, 2009, 
the employees named below, and their successors in office, are hereby authorized to sign 
checks for the withdrawal of funds from the Revolving Fund Bank Account of the Texas 
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory according to law, provided that each check 
shall be signed by one of the authorized persons. 
 

Mark Hussey, Vice Chancellor and Dean for Agriculture and Life Sciences 
William Dugas, Associate Vice Chancellor for Business and Strategic Operations 
Johnny Fazzino, Assistant Vice Chancellor 
Tammy Beckham, Director of the Texas Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory 
Ralph Cobb, Assistant Agency Director 
Loree Lewis, Coordinator of Management Information 
Donna Alexander, Assistant Director 
Michael E. McCasland, Assistant Director 
Deanie Dudley, Assistant Dean of Finance and Administration 
Shiao-Yen Ko, Manager of Accounting Services 
Kimberly Payne, Assistant Financial Manager 
William Gray, Financial Analyst. 

 
~~~~ 

 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON BUILDINGS AND PHYSICAL PLANT 
 
 Regent Foster, Chairman of the Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant, said 
the Committee met earlier that day and recommended approval of Items 5 through 16.  
The Board took action as set forth below: 
 

(Secretary’s Note:  Item 4 was withdrawn prior to the committee meeting.) 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 053-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 5) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-FISCAL YEAR 2013 
CAPITAL PLAN TO REVISE THE TOTAL PLANNING AMOUNT AND 

APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
FOR THE ZACHRY FIRE AND LIFE SAFETY UPGRADE PROJECT 

AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
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 The request to amend the FY2009–FY2013 Texas A&M University System 
Capital Plan to revise the total planning amount for the Zachry Fire and Life Safety 
Upgrade project from $4,300,000 to $7,000,000 is approved. 
 
 The amount of $700,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-085008, 
Designated Tuition, for pre-construction services and related project costs. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
 
 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the 
financial obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged 
Revenues to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing 
System and to meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue 
Financing System and that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess 
the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 054-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 6) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-FISCAL YEAR 2013 
CAPITAL PLAN TO ADD THE UTILITY PLANT EXPANSION PROJECT 

FOR TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI AND 
APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The request to amend the FY 2009–FY 2013 Texas A&M University System 
Capital Plan to add the Utility Plant Expansion project for Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi with a FY 2009 start date and a total planning amount of $6,300,000 is 
approved. 
 
 The amount of $630,000 is appropriated from Account No. 15-830644, Higher 
Education Fund (HEF) – Utility Plant Expansion for preconstruction services and related 
project costs. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
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 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the 
financial obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged 
Revenues to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing 
System and to meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue 
Financing System and that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess 
the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 055-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 7) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-FISCAL YEAR 2013 
CAPITAL PLAN TO ADVANCE THE START DATE FOR THE RENOVATION 

OF ATHLETIC/INTRAMURAL FACILITIES-PHASE I PROJECT FOR 
WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AND 

APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The request to amend the FY 2009–FY 2013 Texas A&M University System 
Capital Plan to advance the Fiscal Year (FY) Start Date to FY 2009 for the Renovation of 
Athletic/Intramural Facilities - Phase I project for West Texas A&M University is 
approved. 
 
 The amount of $1,400,000 is appropriated from Account No. 40-0899096, Sports 
Complex, for pre-construction services and related project costs. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s).  
 
 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the 
financial obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged 
Revenues to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing 
System and to meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue 
Financing System and that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess 
the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 056-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 8) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND PROJECT BUDGET, 
APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND APPROVAL FOR 

CONSTRUCTION FOR THE SATELLITE UTILITY PLANT 1  
CHILLER UPGRADE AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The project scope along with a project budget of $9,600,000 for the Satellite 
Utility Plant 1 Chiller Upgrade project is approved. 
 
 The amount of $5,390,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-084900, 
Permanent University Fund Debt Proceeds (AUF), and the amount of $3,250,000 is 
appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds 
(Designated Tuition), for construction services and related project costs. 
 
 The Satellite Utility Plant 1 Chiller Upgrade, Texas A&M University, College 
Station, Texas, is approved for construction. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
 
 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the 
financial obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged 
Revenues to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing 
System and to meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue 
Financing System and that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess 
the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 057-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 9) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND PROJECT BUDGET, 
APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND APPROVAL 

FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE REHABILITATE RUNWAY 10/28 PROJECT 
AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
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 The project scope along with a project budget of $4,400,000 for the Rehabilitate 
Runway 10/28 project at Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas is approved.  
 
 The amount of $4,180,000 is appropriated from Account No. 425412 FAA Grant, 
for construction services and related project costs and the amount of $220,000 is reverted 
to Account No. 02-030002 Airport Operations.  
 
 The Rehabilitate Runway 10/28 project, Texas A&M University, College Station, 
Texas, is approved for construction.  This approval for construction and the above 
appropriation and reversion of funds are contingent upon the receipt of federal funding 
through a congressional stimulus package or Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
grant funds for this project. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 058-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 10) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND PROJECT BUDGET, 
APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND APPROVAL 

FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE CENTRAL PLANT LOOP  
AT TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The project scope along with a project budget of $15,500,000 for the Central 
Plant Loop project is approved. 
 
 The amount of $3,500,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue 
Financing System Debt Proceeds (Designated Tuition) and the amount of $10,425,000 is 
appropriated from Account No. 01-084900 Permanent University Fund Debt Proceeds 
(AUF) for construction services and related project costs. 
 
 The Central Plant Loop, Tarleton State University, Stephenville, Texas, is 
approved for construction. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
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 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the 
financial obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged 
Revenues to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing 
System and to meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue 
Financing System and that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess 
the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 059-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 11) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND PROJECT BUDGET, 
APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND  

APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE AGRICULTURE 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING AND VISITOR CENTER 

AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The project scope along with a project budget of $62,400,000 for the Agriculture 
Headquarters Building and Visitor Center project is approved. 
 
 The amount of $39,010,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-084242, 
Permanent University Fund Debt Proceeds (AUF), the amount of $6,390,000 is 
appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds 
(Indirect Costs), the amount of $5,000,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-021843 
– Income Equalization, the amount of $443,666.74 is appropriated from Account No. 
73439 - TAMU AgHeadquarters and $556,333.26 is appropriated from Account No. 06-
240001 - Indirect Costs for construction services and related project costs. 
 
 The Agriculture Headquarters Building and Visitor Center at Texas A&M 
University, College Station, Texas, is approved for construction. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
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 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the 
financial obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged 
Revenues to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing 
System and to meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue 
Financing System and that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess 
the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
 
 Any additional gifts received for this project are hereby appropriated and previous 
appropriations are reverted first from Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds and 
secondly, if sufficient gifts are received, previous appropriations from Indirect Costs will 
be reverted. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 060-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 12) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE REVISED PROJECT SCOPE AND PROJECT BUDGET 
AND APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FOR THE 

LOOP ROAD AND CHILL WATER LOOP  
AT TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The revised project scope for the Loop Road and Chill Water Loop project is 
approved. 
 
 The revised project budget of $7,626,600 for the Loop Road and Chill Water 
Loop project is approved. 
 
 The amount of $636,600 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue 
Financing System Debt Proceeds (TRB), for construction services and related project 
costs. 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
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 As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the 
financial obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged 
Revenues to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing 
System and to meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue 
Financing System and that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess 
the financial capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 061-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 13) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO ACQUIRE 672 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS, 
AT FORT HOOD, TEXAS, FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR 

THE FUTURE CAMPUS OF TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, is authorized 
to negotiate and execute an agreement with the federal government to acquire 672 acres 
of land, more or less, at the southwest intersection of State Highway 201 and State 
Highway 195 in Killeen, Bell County, Texas, for the future campus of Texas A&M 
University-Central Texas.  The cost of acquiring the land will be payable in in-kind 
consideration.  The closing documents must be approved for legal sufficiency by the 
Office of General Counsel. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 062-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 14) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE A LEASE WITH CLEARLEAF HILLS, LTD., 
FOR OFFICE SPACE IN THE WELLS FARGO BUILDING IN  

BRYAN, TEXAS, BRAZOS COUNTY,  
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 
review for legal sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to execute a 
lease with Clearleaf Hills, Ltd., for approximately 23,592 square feet of office space and 
927 square feet of storage space in the Wells Fargo Building located at 3000 Briarcrest 
Drive in Bryan, Brazos County, Texas, for up to five (5) years commencing on 
June 1, 2009.  
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MINUTE ORDER 063-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 15) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO EXCHANGE LAND IN THE  
I.D. FAIRCHILD STATE FOREST, CHEROKEE COUNTY, TEXAS,  

FOR OTHER LAND IN CHEROKEE COUNTY, TEXAS, 
TEXAS FOREST SERVICE 

 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 
approval by the Texas Legislature, and following a review for legal sufficiency by the 
Office of General Counsel, is authorized to exchange 221.64 acres of land in the I.D. 
Fairchild State Forest in Cherokee County, Texas, for equal acreage located adjacent to 
the main body of the I.D. Fairchild State Forest owned by Mr. Rodney Newman.  
 

MINUTE ORDER 064-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 16) 
 

NAMING OF THE “ANADARKO PETROLEUM CORPORATION 
LABORATORY FOR PETROPHYSICS,”  

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Stallings and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Dwight Look College of Engineering’s request to name a laboratory in the 
Department of Petroleum Engineering on the campus of Texas A&M University the 
“Anadarko Petroleum Corporation Laboratory for Petrophysics” is hereby approved. 
 

~~~~ 
 

REPORT FROM THE 
COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 

 
 Vice Chairman White, Acting Chair of the Committee on Academic and Student 
Affairs, reported that the Committee met earlier that day and approved Items 17 through 
20.  The Board took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 065-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 17) 
 

APPROVAL OF NEW BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE PROGRAM 
IN WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES, AND AUTHORIZATION 

TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM 
THE TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Regent White, seconded by Regent Nye and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents approves the establishment of a new Bachelor of Arts 
degree program in Women’s and Gender Studies at Texas A&M University. 
 
 The Board also authorizes submission of this degree program proposal request to 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval, and certifies that all 
applicable Coordinating Board criteria have been met. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 066-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 18) 
 

AFFIRMATION OF EXISTING MISSION STATEMENTS AND  
TABLES OF PROGRAMS FOR TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  

AND TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON, AND  
AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE  
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AND  
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON 

 
 On motion of Regent White, seconded by Regent Nye and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents affirms the existing Mission Statements and Tables of 
Programs for Texas A&M University and Texas A&M University at Galveston as shown 
in Exhibits B and C, copies of which are attached to the official minutes. 
 
 The Board also authorizes the submission of Texas A&M University’s and Texas 
A&M University at Galveston’s Mission Statements and Tables of Programs to the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval. 
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MINUTE ORDER 067-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 19) 
 

APPROVAL OF NEW MISSION STATEMENT, TABLE OF PROGRAMS 
AND TUITION AND FEES SCHEDULE FOR TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-

CENTRAL TEXAS, AND AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT MISSION 
STATEMENT AND TABLE OF PROGRAMS TO THE TEXAS HIGHER 

EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM CENTER-CENTRAL TEXAS 

 
 On motion of Regent White, seconded by Regent Nye and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents approves the new Mission Statement, Table of Programs, 
and Tuition and Fees Schedule for Texas A&M University-Central Texas as shown in 
Exhibits D, E, and F, copies of which are attached to the official minutes. 
 
 The Board also authorizes the submission of Texas A&M University-Central 
Texas’s new Mission Statement and Table of Programs to the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board for approval. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 068-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 20) 
 

APPROVAL OF NEW MISSION STATEMENT, TABLE OF PROGRAMS,  
AND TUITION AND FEES SCHEDULE FOR TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY- 

SAN ANTONIO, AND AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT MISSION 
STATEMENTAND TABLE OF PROGRAMS TO THE TEXAS HIGHER 

EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD,  
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE SYSTEM CENTER 

AT SAN ANTONIO 
 
 On motion of Regent White, seconded by Regent Nye and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents approves the new Mission Statement, Table of Programs, 
and Tuition and Fees Schedule for Texas A&M University-San Antonio as shown in 
Exhibits G, H, and I, copies of which are attached to the official minutes. 
 
 The Board also authorizes the submission of Texas A&M University-San 
Antonio’s new Mission Statement and Table of Programs to the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board for approval. 
 

~~~~ 
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REPORT FROM THE POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 
 Regent Stallings, Chairman of the Policy Review Committee, said the Committee 
met earlier that day and approved Items 21 through 23.  The Board took action as set 
forth below: 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 069-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 21) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 01.03 
(APPOINTING POWER AND TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT), 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Stallings, seconded by Regent Nye and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The revisions to System Policy 01.03 (Appointing Power and Terms and 
Conditions of Employment), as shown in Exhibit J, a copy of which is attached to the 
official minutes, are approved and effective immediately. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 070-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 22) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 17.01 
(INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AND COMMERCIALIZATION), 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Stallings, seconded by Regent Nye and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The revisions to System Policy 17.01 (Intellectual Property Management and 
Commercialization), as shown in Exhibit K, a copy of which is attached to the official 
minutes, are approved and effective immediately. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 071-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 23) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 60.02 (PUBLIC AFFAIRS), 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Stallings, seconded by Regent Nye and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The revisions to System Policy 60.02 (Public Affairs), as shown in Exhibit L, a 
copy of which is attached to the official minutes, are approved and effective immediately. 
 

~~~~ 
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ADDITIONAL ITEMS CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD 
 
 Chairman Jones called on Dr. Elsa Murano, President of TAMU, to present Items 
26 through 28.  The Board took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 072-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 26) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING MR. JAMES A. MAYO, JR. 
FOR HIS OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND SERVICE AS  

TRUSTEE OF THE TEXAS A&M FOUNDATION, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
 On motion of Regent White, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, James A. Mayo, Jr., a member of the Class of 1970, has served Texas 
A&M University with honor and distinction in a variety of capacities; and earned his 
bachelor's degree in business administration with an emphasis on management from 
Texas A&M University; and 

 
Whereas, Mr. Mayo is a leader of remarkable capability; working as chief 

executive officer and director of Alice Bancshares Inc., the parent company of Alice 
Bank of Texas and First State Bank of Premont; making astute business and ranching 
investments; and also serving on the board of the Coastal Bend Community Foundation; 
and  

 
Whereas, Mr. Mayo has given generously to the 12th Man Foundation, creating in 

1995 the Mayo Endowment for Men’s Golf and the James A. Mayo, Jr. Endowment for 
Men’s Golf, and also is an Eppright Distinguished Donor; and 

 
Whereas, Mr. Mayo has given, with a big heart, his time and resources to The 

Association of Former Students, serving in 2000 as president of its Board of Directors, 
vice president for fundraising and vice president for South Texas, and vice president at-
large and president of the Laredo and Brush Country A&M clubs; and 
 

Whereas, he has contributed his time and expertise by volunteering for Orange 
and Maroon Legislative Day, and generously donating to the Annual Fund for more than 
30 years, thoughtfully supporting its Building Enhancement Campaign, and being 
honored by that organization as an Endowed Gold Donor; and 

 
Whereas, Mr. Mayo served in membership positions with the Texas A&M 

University Vision 2020 Advisory Council, the Coastal Bend Advisory Committee for 
Texas A&M’s Capturing the Spirit Campaign; and has served as a seven-year member of 
the Board of Trustees at the Texas A&M Foundation, holding the position of chairman 
from July 2004 to June 2005; and 
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Whereas, Mr. Mayo, in 1995, created an Endowed Opportunity Award named the 
Tom T. East, Jr. Family Scholarship, and in 2008 endowed the Jerry Cox ’72 Foundation 
Excellence Award.  Both of these scholarships will support Aggies in perpetuity; now, 
therefore, be it 

 
Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M 

University System, gratefully recognize the outstanding dedication and service of Mr. 
Mayo as a Trustee of the Texas A&M Foundation from 2002 to 2009; and for his lifelong 
efforts to maintain the margin of excellence that defines Texas A&M University and the 
Texas A&M Foundation; and, be it, further 
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be 
signed by the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, 
and be presented to Mr. Mayo and to the Archives of Texas A&M University as an 
expression of appreciation and respect for Mr. James A. Mayo, Jr. ’70. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 073-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 27) 
 

REAPPOINTMENT OF FOUR BOARD MEMBERS TO THE  
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON BOARD OF VISITORS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Box and by a unanimous vote, the 
following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective April 1, 2009, Mr. Christopher S. Cahill ’84, Mr. James P. McGregor, 
Mr. Frank M. Muller, Jr. and Mr. Victor R. Pierson are each hereby reappointed to the 
Texas A&M University at Galveston Board of Visitors for a term of three years.  
 

MINUTE ORDER 074-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 28) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. WADE BATTLES TO THE  
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON BOARD OF VISITORS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Box and by a unanimous vote, the 
following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective April 1, 2009, Mr. Wade Battles is hereby appointed to the Texas A&M 
University at Galveston Board of Visitors for a term of three years. 
 

~~~~ 
 

 Chairman Jones called on Dr. Tallant to present Item 29.  The Board took action 
as set forth below: 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 075-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 29) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD AN HONORARY  
DOCTOR OF LETTERS DEGREE TO MR. STEPHEN J. “TIO” KLEBERG, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Box and by a unanimous vote, the 
following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The President of Texas A&M University-Kingsville is authorized to award an 
Honorary Doctor of Letters degree to Mr. Stephen J. “Tio” Kleberg. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Chairman Jones called on Chancellor McKinney to present Items 30 through 36.  
The Board took action as set forth below: 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 076-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 30) 
 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 
System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty members as set forth in Exhibit M, a copy 
of which is attached to the official minutes as Tenure List No. 09-04.  
 

MINUTE ORDER 077-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 31) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. FREDDIE L. RICHARDS 
AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND HUMAN SCIENCES, 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective April 1, 2009, Dr. Freddie L. Richards is hereby appointed Dean of the 
College of Agriculture and Human Sciences at Prairie View A&M University, at an 
initial base salary of $130,000 and an additional supplement of $15,000 for the duration 
of the Ethiopia Sheep & Goat Productivity Improvement Program. 

 
~~~~ 
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 Dr. Wright said Dr. Richards is the main mover of PVAMU’s project in Ethiopia.  
The project involves introducing larger sheep and goats and is making a tremendous 
difference in the lives of people in that part of the world. 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 078-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 32) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. RICK RICHARDSON 
AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent White and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective April 1, 2009, Dr. Rick Richardson is hereby appointed Vice President 
for Institutional Advancement at Tarleton State University, at an initial salary of 
$140,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 079-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 33) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. TERESA TEAFF AS ACADEMIC DEAN AT 
TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM CENTER-CENTRAL TEXAS, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent White and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective upon approval of the Board, Dr. Teresa Teaff is hereby appointed 
Academic Dean at Tarleton State University System Center-Central Texas, at an initial 
salary of $100,000. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Regent Stallings commented that Dr. Teaff’s grandfather is Mr. Grant Teaff, head 
of the American Football Coaches Association.  He said that he was probably one of the 
most respected men in college athletics. 
 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 080-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 34) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. GLENDA BALLARD AS  
DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES AND EDUCATION, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent White and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective April 1, 2009, Dr. Glenda Ballard is hereby appointed Dean of the 
College of Arts & Sciences and Education at Texas A&M University-Texarkana, at an 
initial salary of $105,000. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 081-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 35) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. CHRISTOPHER C. COLENDA AS 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR CLINICAL AFFAIRS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent White and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Effective April 1, 2009, Dr. Christopher C. Colenda is hereby appointed Vice 
President for Clinical Affairs, The Texas A&M University System Health Science 
Center. 
 
 As Dean for the College of Medicine, Dr. Colenda currently receives $380,362.92 
as his annual salary.  President Nancy Dickey recommends Dr. Colenda be given a 
stipend of $30,000 from general institutional funds in remuneration of the significant 
additional responsibilities.  
 

MINUTE ORDER 082-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 36) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. G. KEMBLE BENNETT AS 
DIRECTOR OF THE TEXAS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent White and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Dr. G. Kemble Bennett is hereby appointed Director of the Texas Engineering 
Experiment Station of The Texas A&M University System, at his current salary of 
$346,000, effective upon approval of the Board. 
 
 The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System is hereby delegated the 
authority to confirm the terms of employment with Dr. Bennett. 
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~~~~ 
 
 Chairman Jones presented Consent Items 38-a through 38-g and 39.  The Board 
took action as set forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 083-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 38-a) 
 

GRANTING OF FACULTY DEVELOPMENT LEAVE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 
System Policy 31.03, System Regulation 12.99.01 and Sections 51.101–108 of the Texas 
Education Code, authorizes faculty development leave to the faculty members as shown 
in Exhibit N, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes as, Faculty Development 
Leave List FY 2010, Texas A&M University. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 084-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 38-b) 
 

GRANTING OF FACULTY DEVELOPMENT LEAVE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 

 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 
System Policy 31.03, System Regulation 12.99.01 and Sections 51.101-108 of the Texas 
Education Code, authorizes faculty development leave to the faculty members as shown 
in Exhibit O, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes as, Faculty Development 
Leave List FY 2010, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 085-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 38-c) 
 

GRANTING OF FACULTY DEVELOPMENT LEAVE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE 

 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
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 The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 
System Policy 31.03, System Regulation 12.99.01 and Sections 51.101-108 of the Texas 
Education Code, authorizes faculty development leave to the faculty members as shown 
in Exhibit P, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes as, Faculty Development 
Leave List FY 2010, Texas A&M University-Kingsville. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Regent Stallings asked how many years a professor had to work at an institution 
in order to receive faculty development leave.  Chairman Jones responded that he thought 
it depended on the institution.  Dr. Murano responded that it depended on the individual, 
but she thought there was a minimum of at least two years.  She said she would confirm 
this information. 
 
 Regent Stallings asked who pays for travel abroad.  Dr. Murano responded that 
the professor pays for this and the university continues to pay their salary. 
 
 Regent Stallings said he felt it was more important what percentage of the time 
the professors worked.  Dr. Murano said that she understood Regent Stallings concerns. 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 086-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 38-d) 
 

APPOINTMENT AND COMMISSIONING OF A PEACE OFFICER, 
TEXAS FOREST SERVICE 

 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 In accordance with System Policy 34.06 (Appointment, Commissioning and 
Authority of Peace Officers), the Director of the Texas Forest Service is authorized to 
appoint and commission William R. Zavadil as a peace officer, subject to confirmation 
by the Board of Regents. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 087-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 38-e) 
 

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT AND  
COMMISSIONING OF PEACE OFFICERS, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
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 In accordance with System Policy 34.06 (Appointment, Commissioning and 
Authority of Peace Officers), the Presidents of their respective system member 
universities are authorized to appoint and commission campus peace officers in 
accordance with the requirements of the law, subject to confirmation by the Board of 
Regents, as shown in Exhibit Q, a copy of which is attached to the official minutes. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 088-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 38-f) 

 
GRANTING OF THE TITLE OF EMERITUS/EMERITA, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 In recognition of long and distinguished service to The Texas A&M University 
System, the Board of Regents hereby confirms the recommendation of the Chancellor, 
and confers the title of “Emeritus/Emerita” upon the individuals as shown in Exhibit R, a 
copy of which is attached to the official minutes as, Emeritus/Emerita Title List No. 09-
04, and grants all rights and privileges of this title. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 089-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 38-g) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 
JANUARY 22, 2009, REGULAR BOARD MEETING, 

BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 The Minutes of the January 22, 2009, Regular Board Meeting are hereby 
approved. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 090-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 39) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING DR. NORMAN E. BORLAUG 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 95TH BIRTHDAY  

AND FOR HIS OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND SERVICE, 
BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent Nye, seconded by Regent White and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, Dr. Norman E. Borlaug was born March 15, 1914, on a farm near 
Cresco, Iowa; and 

 
Whereas, in the 95 ensuing years, he has become a scientist and humanitarian of 

such stature that he has been credited with saving more lives than anyone in history; and 
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Whereas, his development of a high-yield, disease-resistant grain became the 
basis of the Green Revolution that feeds hungry people throughout the world; and 

 
Whereas, for his efforts, Dr. Borlaug received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970; and 
 
Whereas, he has additionally received more than 30 other national and 

international accolades, including the U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
Presidential Medal of Science, and the Congressional Gold Medal; and 

 
Whereas, Dr. Borlaug’s personal favorite is a street named in his honor in Cuidad 

Obregón, Sonora, Mexico, a country in which he lived and worked for 20 years and 
where he was director of the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center near 
Mexico City; and 

 
Whereas, Dr. Borlaug is a member of 17 academies of science from around the 

world, including the National Academy of Science; and 
 
Whereas, Dr. Borlaug has been awarded 54 honorary degrees, including one from 

Texas A&M University; and  
 
Whereas, Dr. Borlaug came to Texas A&M in 1984 as Distinguished Professor of 

International Agriculture and has served as an inspiration to students and colleagues; and 
 
Whereas, the Borlaug Fellows Program was established in his honor by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture in 2004; and 
 
Whereas, his vision of social stability and world security through agriculture and 

agribusiness is carried on by the Norman Borlaug Institute for International Agriculture at 
Texas A&M; and 

 
Whereas, Dr. Borlaug married his college sweetheart, Margaret, and enjoyed a 

lifetime with her, and is father to Jeanie Laube and Bill Borlaug, and has five 
grandchildren, including Julie Borlaug, manager of external relations at the Borlaug 
Institute, and six great-grandchildren; and 

 
Whereas, Dr. Borlaug’s humility, wisdom, practicality and generosity of spirit 

have earned him a place in the hearts of all who have known him; and;  
 
Whereas, after 95 years of work, he deserves a day off; now, therefore, be it 
 
Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M 

University System, express our deepest gratitude and respect for his distinguished 
service; and, be it, further 

 
Resolved, that we wish him a Happy Birthday and many more to come; and, be it, 

further 



Minutes – March 26-27, 2009  Page 31 of 38 
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be 
signed by the Chairman of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, 
and be presented to Dr. Borlaug as a permanent mark of this Board’s appreciation and 
gratitude for all that he has done for The Texas A&M University System and for the State 
of Texas. 

~~~~ 
 
 Regent Nye said Dr. Borlaug was one of the most incredible people he had met.  
He said he moved about the campus with little notoriety but is a man with tremendous 
international stature who has contributed to the welfare of mankind.   
 
 Vice Chairman White said he had the privilege of sitting next to Dr. Borlaug on 
several occasions.  He said he had asked Dr. Borlaug if there was anything that he had 
not done, and Dr. Borlaug responded that all he wanted to be was a second baseman for 
the Chicago Cubs. 

~~~~ 
 
 Chairman Jones presented Items 24 and 25.  The Board took action as set forth 
below: 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 091-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 24) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING MR. ERLE NYE 
FOR HIS OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND SERVICE, 

BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
 On motion of Regent White, seconded by Regent Fraga and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, Mr. Nye received a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from 
Texas A&M University, a Juris Doctor from Southern Methodist University and a Doctor 
of Science (honoris causa) from the Baylor College of Dentistry and provides leadership 
in the engineering, financial, legal, operations and regulatory areas; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Erle Nye served with distinction as a member of the Board of 
Regents of The Texas A&M University System, having been appointed by Governor 
George W. Bush in 1997 and reappointed by Governor Rick Perry in July 2003; and 
 

Whereas, during his tenure, Mr. Nye served the Board as Chairman from 2001-
2003 and Vice Chairman from 2003-2005; and 
 

Whereas, he provided outstanding leadership as Chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, the Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant and the Presidential Library 
Committee and Co-Chair of the Committee on Biotechnology; and 
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Whereas, Mr. Nye served as a member of  the Committee on Academic and 
Student Affairs, Policy Review Committee, Legislative Committee, Transportation 
Committee, Committee to Develop Criteria for Future System Expansion, the Public 
Policy and Planning Committee and the Committee on Educational Access; and 
 

Whereas, with his substantial background and expertise in investments, Mr. Nye 
is currently serving his second term on the Board of Directors of the University of Texas 
Investment Management Corporation and was recently elected to serve as chairman; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Nye served as Chairman of the Herman F. & Minnie Belle Heep 
Texas A&M University Foundation and as the Board’s special liaison to the Texas A&M 
Foundation and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Nye’s success and loyalty to his alma mater led to special service 
with an appointment to the Texas Growth Fund, past chair of the Texas A&M University 
College of Engineering External Advisory and Development Council, the Texas A&M 
Foundation Advisory Committee and the Chancellor’s Century Council; and 
 

Whereas, many system wide collaborative initiatives were implemented during 
Mr. Nye’s tenure, including the Academic Scholars Enhancement Program, Chancellor’s 
Teaching Excellence Awards, A&M System Promise Program and Project Military 
Friendly; and 
 

Whereas, Texas A&M University commemorated the conclusion of its seven-year 
“One Spirit One Vision” fundraising campaign; and  
 

Whereas, in 2007, the Board of Regents established the Texas Institute for 
Preclinical Studies, which will train veterinarians, physicians, scientists, technicians and 
engineers to meet the needs of Texas’ biomedical industry; and 
 

Whereas, during Mr. Nye’s tenure, the Texas Institute for Genomic Medicine was 
created to foster the development of the biotechnology industry in Texas; and 
 

Whereas, two A&M System Centers met the enrollment requirements set forth by 
the Texas Legislature in order to become stand-alone campuses, making the two newest 
member universities of the A&M System, Texas A&M University-Central Texas and 
Texas A&M University-San Antonio; and 
 

Whereas, in 2005, the Texas Legislature passed the bill establishing student 
regents for all public university systems, and the first student regents were appointed by 
the Governor in February 2006; and 
 

Whereas, in 2006, the Board of Regents approved the Irma Lerma Rangel College 
of Pharmacy to officially join the Texas A&M Health Science Center; and 
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Whereas, in 2007, the Board of Regents accepted a donation of land for the Texas 
A&M Health Science Center Round Rock campus; and  
 

Whereas, in 2004, Mr. Nye was inducted into the Corps of Cadets Hall of Honor 
and, in 2006, was named  Distinguished Alumnus of Texas A&M University; and 
 

Whereas, in 2006, his generous and strong support of Aggie sports prompted the 
Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System to name the Alice and Erle Nye 
’59 Academic Center at Texas A&M University; and 
 

Whereas, this Board recognizes the high honor Mr. Nye received in 2003 when 
the Board bestowed upon him the title of Chairman Emeritus for his esteemed service to 
the Board and to the A&M System; and 
  

Whereas, The Texas A&M University System and the State of Texas 
acknowledge Mr. Nye’s contributions to Texas higher education and to the A&M 
System; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. Nye’s contributions to this Board are incalculable and his 
friendship to all of us invaluable; now, therefore, be it 
 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M 
University System, express our deepest gratitude and respect for his distinguished 
service; and, be it, further 
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be 
presented to Mr. Nye and to the archives of The Texas A&M University System as a 
permanent mark of this Board’s appreciation and gratitude for all that he has done for 
The Texas A&M University System and for the State of Texas. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Regent Fraga said that Regent Nye, during his tenure on the Board, had been a 
champion for the underserved.   
 
 Chairman Jones thanked Regent Nye for his service.  He said that he appreciated 
all Regent Nye had done and that he had learned much from him. 
 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 092-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 25) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING MR. JOHN D. WHITE 
FOR HIS OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

AND BESTOWING THE TITLE OF CHAIRMAN EMERITUS, 
BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Fraga and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 

Whereas, Mr. John D. White is a fifth-generation Texas rancher and a second-
generation Aggie and a member of the Texas A&M University Class of 1970, earning a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science; and 
 

Whereas, while at Texas A&M, Mr. White was a Distinguished Military Student, 
a member of the Ross Volunteers and Commander of the First Wing, Corps of Cadets; 
and  
 

Whereas, he earned his Juris Doctor from the University of Texas and began his 
career in the U.S. Air Force as Judge-Advocate; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. John D. White served with distinction as a member of the Board of 
Regents of The Texas A&M University System, having been appointed by Governor 
Rick Perry in 2003; and 
 

Whereas, during his tenure, Mr. White served the Board as Chairman from 2005-
2007 and as Vice Chairman from 2007 to 2009; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. White served as Chairman of the Committee on Audit and the 
Policy Review Committee; and  
 

Whereas, he also served as the System Athletic Liaison and as the Board’s Special 
Liaison for the Board for Lease of University Lands, the Texas Growth Fund Board and 
the Texas A&M University Association of Former Students; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. White has served as a member of the Committee on Finance, the 
Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant, the Committee on Academic and Student 
Affairs, the Presidential Library Committee and Herman F. & Minnie Belle Heep Texas 
A&M University Foundation; and 
 

Whereas, during Mr. White’s tenure, the Texas Institute for Genomic Medicine 
was created to foster the development of the biotechnology industry in Texas; and 
 

Whereas, two A&M System Centers met the enrollment requirements set forth by 
the Texas Legislature in order to become stand-alone campuses, making the two newest 
member universities of the A&M System, Texas A&M University-Central Texas and 
Texas A&M University-San Antonio; and 
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Whereas, in 2005, the Texas Legislature passed the bill establishing student 
regents for all public university systems, and the first student regents were appointed by 
the Governor in February 2006; and 
 

Whereas, in 2006, the Board of Regents approved the Irma Lerma Rangel College 
of Pharmacy to officially join the Texas A&M Health Science Center; and 
 

Whereas, in 2007, the Board of Regents accepted a donation of land for the Texas 
A&M Health Science Center Round Rock campus; and  
 

Whereas, in 2007, the Board of Regents established the Texas Institute for 
Preclinical Studies which will train veterinarians, physicians, scientists, technicians and 
engineers to meet the needs of Texas’ biomedical industry; and 

 
Whereas, many Systemwide collaborative initiatives were implemented during 

Mr. White’s tenure, including the Academic Scholars Enhancement (ASE) Program, 
Chancellor’s Teaching Excellence Awards, A&M System Promise Program and Project 
Military Friendly; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. White has served as director of the Texas A&M University 
Association of Former Students, the Texas Aggie Bar Association and as a member of the 
Texas A&M Corps Development Council, the Texas A&M College of Education 
Council, the Texas A&M LegisLeader program and the Texas A&M Vision 2020 project; 
and 
 

Whereas, he is a past member of the Texas A&M University at Galveston Board 
of Visitors; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. White also served as an Executive Committee Member of the 
University of Texas Law Alumni Association from 2002-2008; and 
 

Whereas, he also is Chairman of the Board of the Ed Rachal Foundation and a 
member of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo International Committee; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. White is a founder, Chairman and CEO of Standard Renewable 
Energy Group in Houston and a director in the Greater Houston Partnership, the Houston 
Technology Center and the Association for Community Broadcasting; and 
 

Whereas, he is a fellow of the American, Texas and Houston Bar Associations 
and Foundations and past Chairman of the Board of the Texas Young Lawyers 
Association; and 
 

Whereas, Mr. White’s contributions to this Board are incalculable and his 
friendship to all of us invaluable; now, therefore, be it 
 



Minutes – March 26-27, 2009  Page 36 of 38 
 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M 
University System, express our deepest gratitude and respect for his distinguished 
service; and, be it, further 
 

Resolved, that in honor of his esteemed service, the title of Chairman Emeritus of 
the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System is hereby bestowed upon 
Mr. John D. White; and, be it, further 
 

Resolved, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof be 
presented to Mr. White and to the archives of The Texas A&M University System as a 
permanent mark of this Board’s appreciation and gratitude for all that he has done for 
The Texas A&M University System and for the State of Texas. 
 

~~~~ 
 
 Vice Chairman White said that he had never been around such a hardworking, 
conscientious group and it had been his honor to serve with them. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Chairman Jones announced that the next regular meeting was scheduled for 
May 21-22, 2009, on the campus of TAMU.  He asked if there was any new business to 
come before the Board.  There was none. 

 
RECESS 

 
 Chairman. Jones recessed the meeting at 4:10 p.m.  He said the Board would 
reconvene its executive session at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, March 27, 2009. 
 

RECONVENE – FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2009 
 

Chairman Jones reconvened the meeting at 8:40 a.m. in the Board Meeting Room.  
The following members of the Board were present: 
 

Mr. Bill Jones, Chairman 
Mr. John D. White, Vice Chairman 
Dr. Richard A. Box 
Mr. Morris Foster 
Mr. Lupe Fraga 
Mr. Gene Stallings 
Ms. Ida Clement Steen 
Mr. Jim Wilson 
Mr. Anthony Cullins, Student Regent 
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 The following member of the Board was not present: 
 

Mr. Erle Nye 
 
 Chairman Jones announced that a quorum of the Board was present. 

 
RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
 Chairman Jones announced that the Board would recess to executive session to 
consider matters as provided in Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code:  Sections 71 
and 74 (including Item 37 and discussion of duties and evaluation of A&M System 
administration officers, presidents of institutions and the health science center, directors 
of agencies, other officers reporting directly to the Board, and A&M System and 
institutional employees). 
 
 Chairman Jones said in accordance with the law, no final action, decision, or vote 
with regard to any matter considered in the executive session would be made or taken. 
 
 (Secretary’s Note:  The Board met in executive session from 8:41 a.m. until 
1:18 p.m.) 
 

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION 
 
 Chairman Jones reconvened the meeting in open session at 1:18 p.m. and 
announced that the Board had met in executive session from 8:41 a.m. until 1:18 p.m. and 
conferred with the Chancellor; several system and university administrators; and system 
attorneys on personnel and legal matters.  He said they considered Item 37 and discussed 
the duties and evaluations of A&M System administration officers, presidents of 
institutions and the health science center, directors of agencies, other officers reporting 
directly to the Board, and A&M System and institutional employees. 
 
 Chairman Jones announced that the Board had not received any requests for 
public testimony on Item 37. 
 
 Chairman Jones called for a motion for Item 37.  The Board took action as set 
forth below: 
 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 093-2009 (AGENDA ITEM 37) 

 
APPOINTMENT OF MR. ANDREW STRONG 

AS GENERAL COUNSEL, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
 On motion of Regent White, seconded by Regent Foster and by a unanimous vote, 
the following minute order was adopted: 
 
 Mr. Andrew Strong is hereby appointed General Counsel of The Texas A&M 
University System, at an initial salary of $250,000, effective April 27, 2009. 
 
 The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System is hereby delegated the 
authority to confirm the terms of employment with Mr. Andrew Strong. 
 

~~~~ 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 On motion of Vice Chairman White, seconded by Regent Fraga and by a 
unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Vickie Burt Spillers 
Executive Secretary to the Board 
The Texas A&M University System 
 

VBS:jb 
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