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MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
BOARD OF REGENTS, THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
February 11, 2016 

 
CONVENE 

 
Chairman Clifton L. Thomas, Jr. convened a regular meeting of the Board of 

Regents of The Texas A&M University System at 8:39 a.m., Thursday, February 11, 2016, 
in the Board Meeting Room on the campus of Texas A&M University, College Station, 
Texas. The following members of the Board were present: 
 

Mr. Clifton L. Thomas, Jr. Chairman 
Ms. Elaine Mendoza, Vice Chairman  
Mr. Phil Adams 
Mr. Robert L. Albritton 
Mr. Morris E. Foster 
Mr. Bill Mahomes 
Ms. Judy Morgan 
Mr. Charles W. Schwartz 
Mr. Gabriel Pereira, Student Regent 
 

 The following member of the Board was not present: 
    

Mr. Anthony G. Buzbee 
 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Chairman Thomas announced that the Board would recess to executive session as 
permitted by Chapter 551, Sections 71, 73, 74 and 76 of the Texas Government Code. He 
said in accordance with the law, no final action, decision or vote with regard to any matter 
considered in executive session would be made or taken.  
 
 (Note: The Board met in executive session from 8:40 a.m. until 12:45 p.m.) 
 

RECONVENE 
 

At 1:15 p.m., Chairman Thomas reconvened the meeting in open session in the 
Bethancourt Ballroom of the Memorial Student Center. He said a quorum of the Board was 
present. He announced that the Board met in executive session from 8:40 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. and considered executive session agenda items and conferred with 
Chancellor John Sharp, several system and university administrators and system attorneys 
on personnel, real estate and legal matters.  
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INVOCATION 
 

Chairman Thomas called on Mr. Braden Cain ‘17, a Texas A&M Political Science 
major from Pasadena, Texas, and chaplain of the Texas A&M Singing Cadets, who 
presented the invocation. 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 

 
Chairman Thomas thanked everyone attending the Board meeting and said 2016 

had gotten off to a quick start. He said in January 2016, the A&M System announced a 
seven-year plan to expand veterinary education, research and undergraduate outreach into 
several regions of the state through partnerships with the Texas A&M University College 
of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences at West Texas A&M University 
(WTAMU), Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU), Texas A&M University-Kingsville 
and Tarleton State University. He pointed out that this plan would better serve the 
livestock, deer and wildlife industries by effectively increasing the number of rural-based 
veterinarians. Chairman Thomas thanked Dean Eleanor Green and all involved. He said in 
late January, the eyes of the world were on College Station as engineering students across 
the globe participated in SpaceX Hyperloop Pod Competition Design Weekend. He added 
that more than 115 teams represented 27 U.S. states.  Twenty countries around the world 
presented their plans and 22 of those teams -- including an Aggie team -- would test their 
design prototype at the world’s first Hyperloop Test Track in California this summer. He 
explained that SpaceX and Tesla Motors co-founder, Mr. Elon Musk, first proposed this 
concept in 2013. Chairman Thomas said Hyperloop passengers could travel from 
Los Angeles to San Francisco in under 30 minutes, rather than the current six-hour 
commute. He noted that the top speed -- over 250 miles per hour -- would radically 
transform the speed and safety of passenger mass transit.  

 
Vice Chairman Mendoza said several Regents attended the competition and praised 

Dr. Katherine Banks, Vice Chancellor and Dean of Engineering, and her team for pulling 
this together and giving students this incredible opportunity to tackle difficult problems 
that Mr. Musk and his team put forth. She emphasized that the creativity and ingenuity of 
the students was incredible. She said the historical nature of what she and Regent Morgan 
witnessed astounded them. She said it was incredible for all involved, particularly the 
students. Regent Morgan pointed out that they could not say enough about Dr. Banks. She 
said teams from all over the world participated in the competition, including Cairo, 
Germany and Edinburgh. She said this was an international world event with the best and 
brightest minds. Regent Morgan emphasized that Dr. Banks brought this to Texas A&M 
and everyone was very complimentary with the event coordination; with Texas A&M, the 
students, Dr. Banks and her team.  

 
CHANCELLOR’S REMARKS 

 
 Chancellor Sharp highlighted accomplishments of the A&M System (a copy of 
which is on file in the Office of the Board of Regents). 
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RECESS 
 
 Chairman Thomas recessed the meeting at 1:28 p.m. 
 

(Note: The Committee on Finance convened at 1:28 p.m. and adjourned 
at 1:55 p.m. The Committee on Audit convened at 1:56 p.m. and adjourned at 2:09 p.m. 
The Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant convened at 2:10 p.m. and adjourned at 
2:22 p.m.) 
 

RECONVENE 
 
 Chairman Thomas reconvened the meeting at 2:23 p.m.  
 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 
 Regent Schwartz, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, said the committee met 
earlier and considered Items 1.1 and 1.2. He added that the committee recommended Board 
approval of these items. 
 
 On motion of Regent Foster, seconded by Regent Mahomes, and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute orders were approved (001 and 002):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 001-2016 (ITEM 1.1) 
 

APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

An amount of $1,000,000 from Account No. 01-083536 Revenue Financing 
System debt proceeds (University Services Fee) is hereby appropriated for the purchase of 
musical instruments, specifically 28 Steinway pianos.  

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System reasonably expects to 

incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all, or a portion of the proceeds 
received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to reimburse 
the account(s) for the amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 
obligations for The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 
to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 
meet all financial obligations of the Board related to the Revenue Financing System and 
that the Participants, on whose behalf the Bonds are to be issued, possess the financial 
capacity to satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 002-2016 (ITEM 1.2) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO UTILIZE FUNDS FROM THE 
AVAILABLE UNIVERSITY FUND TO MATCH 

PRIVATE GIFTS UNDER THE PRESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS -  
ENDOWED CHAIR MATCHING PROGRAM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System authorizes the 
President of Texas A&M University to utilize funds from the Available University Fund to 
match private gifts under the Presidential Investments - Endowed Chair Matching 
Program. 

 
~~~~ 

 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 

 
 Regent Morgan, Chairman of the Committee on Audit, said the committee met 
earlier the same day and received several reports and updates including the Quarterly Audit 
Report, the Audit Tracking Report and a report on the System Compliance Program.  
 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
 

Vice Chairman Mendoza, Chairman of the Committee on Academic and Student 
Affairs, announced that the committee met on February 4 and February 10. She said the 
February 4 meeting took a deep dive into all of the metrics to understand what they meant, 
how they were calculated and listened to dialog from the institutional leaders about the 
challenges they foresaw and how they were addressing some of the issues. She thanked 
Dr. James Hallmark, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, for putting that together. She 
noted that they looked at the average debt per student of those who had debt, as well as the 
first, third and fifth year salary ranges from graduates over time. She added that they were 
looking at how that data was calculated and gathered. Vice Chairman Mendoza said they 
were looking at enhancing the metrics of those two areas at the institutions.  
 

Vice Chairman Mendoza said at the meeting on February 10 they talked about 
competency-based education, otherwise known as the Texas Affordable Baccalaureate 
Degree. She explained that they discussed Texas A&M University-Commerce, 
Dr. Dan Jones, President, and what he had done and how that would play an important role 
in the 60x30xTX Higher Education Plan going forward. Vice Chairman Mendoza said 
Dr. Eddie Henderson, Dean of the College of Education and Social Sciences at WTAMU, 
gave an overview of their very important work along educator preparation. She noted that 
they learned how colleges of education deans were addressing some of the challenges of 
Pre-K-12 by looking at the A&M System’s obligation to Pre-K-12 in the realm of educator 
preparation, along with principals and superintendents. She advised that the committee also 
looked at Learning Outcomes -- most excitingly, critical thinking and communication -- 
the progress made between 2014 and 2015, and how the member institutions were doing 
along those lines. Vice Chairman Mendoza added that they also discussed populating the 
last two data points with respect to the Learning Outcomes. 
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Vice Chairman Mendoza reported that Ms. Terry McDevitt, Vice Chancellor for 
Marketing and Communications, explained the re-design of the EmpowerU website 
remarket, relaunch and cleanup to be more user-friendly to encompass all the metrics and 
learning outcomes. 
 

Chairman Thomas said Item 5.1 was withdrawn prior to the meeting.  
 

Mr. Brent Cornwell, Associate Vice Chancellor for Commercialization, presented 
Items 5.2 and 5.3.  
 
 On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Foster, and by a 
unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (003 and 004):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 003-2016 (ITEM 5.2) 
 

APPROVAL FOR DR. GERARD L. COTÉ AND MR. JOHN HANKS, 
SYSTEM EMPLOYEES, TO EACH SERVE AS AN OFFICER, A 

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND AN EMPLOYEE 
OF AN ENTITY THAT PROPOSES TO LICENSE TECHNOLOGY 

FROM THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves for 

Dr. Gerard L. Coté and Mr. John Hanks, employees of Texas A&M University, to each 
serve in their individual capacity as an officer, a member of the Board of Directors and an 
employee of DexNeo, Inc., an entity that proposes to license technology from The Texas 
A&M University System relating to the research, development, licensing, or exploitation 
of intellectual property conceived, created, discovered, invented, or developed by Dr. Coté 
and Mr. Hanks. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 004-2016 (ITEM 5.3) 

 
APPROVAL FOR DR. JAMES A. MONROE, A SYSTEM EMPLOYEE, TO 

SERVE AS THE MANAGING MEMBER AND AN EMPLOYEE OF THERMAL 
EXPANSION SOLUTIONS, LLC, AN ENTITY THAT HAS LICENSED 
TECHNOLOGY FROM THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 

TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves for 

Dr. James A. Monroe, an employee of the Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station, to 
serve as the managing member and an employee of Thermal Expansion Solutions, LLC, an 
entity that has licensed technology from The Texas A&M University System relating to the 
research, development, licensing, or exploitation of intellectual property conceived, 
created, discovered, invented, developed and supported by Dr. Monroe. 
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~~~~ 
 

 Chairman Thomas called on Dr. Flavius Killebrew, President of Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi, who presented Item 5.4 (copy of which is on file in the Office 
of the Board of Regents). 
 

Dr. Killebrew explained that this proposal was to establish the Texas OneGulf 
Center of Excellence at A&M-Corpus Christi’s Harte Research Institute (HRI). He said 
they had assembled a nine-member consortium to lead the effort for one of two centers 
established in Texas. He added that the consortium formed a group of individuals that 
helped to set the strategic goals for the center and identify projects for funding.  
 

Regent Schwartz asked how they could ensure that they were not duplicating 
projects that the other Gulf Coast states were doing. Dr. Killebrew said the consortium 
group set the project and worked closely with the centers of excellence for the other 
Gulf Coast states to make sure there was no duplication. He added that the 
Treasury Department set out different kinds of things they wanted to see accomplished and 
the different states chose from that list. He said, for example, in Texas they would not deal 
with siltation because that related more to where the Mississippi River runs into the Gulf of 
Mexico.  
 
 On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Morgan, and by a 
unanimous vote, the following minute order was approved (005):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 005-2016 (ITEM 5.4) 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
TEXAS ONEGULF CENTER OF EXCELLENCE, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 

 
The Texas OneGulf Center of Excellence is hereby established as a 

multidisciplinary center at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi within the 
Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies. 

 
~~~~ 

 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON BUILDINGS AND PHYSICAL PLANT 

 
Regent Adams, Chairman of the Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant, 

reported that the committee met earlier and recommended approval of Items 3.1 
through 3.9.  
 
 (Note: Regent Adams recused himself from the vote on Items 3.1 through 3.9.) 
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 On motion of Regent Schwartz, seconded by Regent Morgan, with Regent Adams 
abstaining, and by a unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (006 
through 014):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 006-2016 (ITEM 3.1) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2016-FY 2020 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN 

TO ADD THE RENOVATE THE COMMISSARY BUILDING 
PROJECT (02-3210) WITH A FISCAL YEAR 2016 START DATE 

AND APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 
APPROPRIATION FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 

SERVICES, AND APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE 
RENOVATE THE COMMISSARY BUILDING PROJECT, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
The request to amend the FY 2016-FY 2020 Texas A&M University System 

Capital Plan to add the Renovate the Commissary Building Project for Texas A&M 
University with an FY 2016 start date is approved. 
 

The project scope along with a project budget of $33,155,000 for the Renovate the 
Commissary Building Project is approved. 
 

The amount of $33,155,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083538, 
RFS Debt Proceeds (University Advancement Fee), for pre-construction and construction 
services and related project costs. 
 

The Renovate the Commissary Building Project, Texas A&M University, 
College Station, Texas, is approved for construction. 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 
obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 
to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 
meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 
that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 
satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 007-2016 (ITEM 3.2) 
 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2016-FY 2020 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN TO ADD THE 

MCALLEN MULTIPURPOSE ACADEMIC BUILDING PROJECT (02-3212) 
AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY WITH A FISCAL YEAR 2016 START DATE, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
The request to amend the FY 2016-FY 2020 Texas A&M University System 

Capital Plan to add the McAllen Multipurpose Academic Building Project for Texas A&M 
University with an FY 2016 start date and a total planning amount of $40,000,000 is 
approved. 
 

The amount of $4,000,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-084243, 
Permanent University Fund Debt Proceeds (AUF), for pre-construction services and 
related project costs. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 008-2016 (ITEM 3.3) 

 
APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION 

FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 
APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE KRUEGER HALL HVAC 
PROJECT, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The project scope along with a project budget of $9,939,305 for the Krueger Hall 

HVAC Project is approved. 
 

The amount of $9,939,305 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 
Revenue Financing Debt Proceeds (Housing Revenue) for pre-construction and 
construction services and related project costs.  

 
The Krueger Hall HVAC Project, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, 

is approved for construction. 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
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As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 
obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 
to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 
meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 
that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 
satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 009-2016 (ITEM 3.4) 

 
APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION 

FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 
APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE LEGETT HALL HVAC 
PROJECT, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The project scope along with a project budget of $5,534,408 for the Legett Hall 

HVAC Project is approved. 
 

The amount of $5,534,408 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 
Revenue Financing Debt Proceeds (Housing Revenue) for pre-construction and 
construction services and related project costs.  
 

The Legett Hall HVAC Project, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, is 
approved for construction. 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 

 
As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 
obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 
to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 
meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 
that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 
satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 010-2016 (ITEM 3.5) 
 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION 
FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 
APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE NEELEY HALL HVAC 
PROJECT, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The project scope along with a project budget of $6,803,145 for the Neeley Hall 

HVAC Project is approved. 
The amount of $6,803,145 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 

Revenue Financing Debt Proceeds (Housing Revenue) for pre-construction and 
construction services and related project costs. 
 

The Neeley Hall HVAC Project, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, is 
approved for construction. 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 
obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 
to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 
meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 
that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 
satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 011-2016 (ITEM 3.6) 

 
APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION 

FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 
APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE UNDERWOOD HALL HVAC 

PROJECT, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The project scope along with a project budget of $6,583,840 for the Underwood 

Hall HVAC Project is approved. 
 

The amount of $6,583,840 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 
Revenue Financing Debt Proceeds (Housing Revenue) for pre-construction and 
construction services and related project costs. 
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The Underwood Hall HVAC Project, Texas A&M University, College Station, 
Texas, is approved for construction. 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 
expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 
proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 
reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 
account(s). 
 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 
System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 
obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 
to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 
meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 
that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 
satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 012-2016 (ITEM 3.7) 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE A GROUND LEASE 

FOR PHASE VIII OF ON-CAMPUS HOUSING, 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 

approval for legal sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to negotiate, 
execute and deliver a ground lease agreement with American Campus Communities, Inc. 
(ACC), or its affiliate, covering 7.452 acres, more or less, on the campus of Prairie View 
A&M University for the construction of Phase VIII of on-campus student housing 
consisting of approximately 140 units/466 beds, and to take any and all other actions and 
negotiate, execute and deliver any and all other documents deemed necessary to 
consummate the transaction. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 013-2016 (ITEM 3.8) 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE A GROUND LEASE 

FOR PRIVATIZED ON-CAMPUS HOUSING, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 

legal review by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to negotiate, execute and 
deliver a ground lease covering 2.5 acres, more or less, on the campus of Texas A&M 
University-Commerce for the design, construction, and operation of an on-campus housing 
facility containing approximately 500 beds, and a management agreement for management 
of the completed facility, and to take any and all additional action, and execute any and all 
ancillary documents, deemed necessary to consummate the transactions. 
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MINUTE ORDER 014-2016 (ITEM 3.9) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO CONSENT TO THE ASSIGNMENT OF NINE 
EXISTING GROUND LEASES WITH CAMDEN PROPERTY TRUST AND 
TO ENTER INTO ONE OR MORE NEW OR AMENDED AND RESTATED 

GROUND LEASES WITH CHF-COLLEGIATE HOUSING ISLAND 
CAMPUS, L.L.C. FOR PRIVATIZED  STUDENT HOUSING ON CAMPUS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 
 

The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 
legal review by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to consent to the assignment 
of the existing ground leases with Camden Property Trust covering nine privatized student 
housing projects on the main campus of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi to 
CHF-Collegiate Housing Island Campus, L.L.C. and to negotiate, execute and deliver one 
or more new or amended and restated ground lease agreements with CHF-Collegiate 
Housing Island Campus, L.L.C. covering the nine projects, and to take any and all 
additional action, and execute any and all ancillary documents, deemed necessary to 
consummate the transactions. 

~~~~ 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD 
 

Chairman Thomas presented Items 5.5 through 5.9 (considered in executive 
session).  

 
 On motion of Regent Morgan, seconded by Regent Foster, and by a unanimous 
vote, the following minute orders were approved (015 through 019):  
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 015-2016 (ITEM 5.5) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. JOHN R. AUGUST AS 
DEAN OF FACULTIES AND ASSOCIATE PROVOST, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
Effective immediately, Dr. John R. August is hereby appointed Dean of Faculties 

and Associate Provost at Texas A&M University, at an initial salary of $220,000. 
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MINUTE ORDER 016-2016 (ITEM 5.6) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. RICHARD SHANE HINCKLEY AS 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR BRAND & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

Effective immediately, Mr. Richard Shane Hinckley is hereby appointed 
Vice President for Brand & Business Development at Texas A&M University, at an initial 
salary of $285,000. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 017-2016 (ITEM 5.7) 

 
AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO NEGOTIATE 

AND EXECUTE AN EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT WITH THE 
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS, SCOTT WOODWARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
Authority is hereby granted to the President of Texas A&M University to negotiate 

and execute an employment contract, upon review for legal form and sufficiency by the 
Office of General Counsel, with the following person: 

 
Director of Athletics - Scott Woodward. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 018-2016 (ITEM 5.8) 
 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO NEGOTIATE 
AND EXECUTE AN EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT WITH THE 
FOOTBALL OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR, NOEL MAZZONE, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

Authority is hereby granted to the President of Texas A&M University to negotiate 
and execute an employment contract, upon review for legal form and sufficiency by the 
Office of General Counsel, with the following person: 
 

Offensive Coordinator - Noel Mazzone. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 019-2016 (ITEM 5.9) 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. TOMÁS A. AGUIRRE AS 
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT AND DEAN OF STUDENTS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 
 

Effective immediately, Dr. Tomás A. Aguirre is hereby appointed Assistant Vice 
President and Dean of Students at Texas A&M University-Commerce, at an initial salary 
of $118,000. 

 
~~~~ 
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CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Chairman Thomas presented Items 6.1 through 6.27.  

 
On motion of Regent Morgan, seconded by Vice Chairman Mendoza, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (020 through 046): 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 020-2016 (ITEM 6.1) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 12, 2015, 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING, BOARD OF REGENTS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 
The Minutes of the November 12, 2015, Regular Board Meeting are hereby 

approved. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 021-2016 (ITEM 6.2) 
 

GRANTING OF THE TITLE OF 
EMERITUS/EMERITA, FEBRUARY 2016, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
In recognition of long and distinguished service to The Texas A&M University 

System, the Board of Regents hereby confirms the recommendation of the Chancellor, and 
confers the title of “Emeritus/Emerita” upon the individuals as shown in the attached 
exhibit, Emeritus/Emerita Title List No. 16-03, and grants all rights and privileges of this 
title. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 022-2016 (ITEM 6.3) 

 
CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT 

AND COMMISSIONING OF PEACE OFFICERS, 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 
In accordance with System Policy 34.06 (Appointment, Commissioning and 

Authority of Peace Officers), the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System 
confirms the appointment and commissioning of campus peace officers by the presidents 
of their respective system member universities, in accordance with the requirements of the 
law, and as shown in the exhibit attached to the official minutes, subject to their taking the 
oath required of peace officers. 

 



Minutes – February 11, 2016  Page 15 of 22 
 

MINUTE ORDER 023-2016 (ITEM 6.4) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE DEGREE PROGRAM, AND 

AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Tarleton State University leading to a Doctor of 
Philosophy in Criminal Justice.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Tarleton State University’s new degree 

program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 024-2016 (ITEM 6.5) 

 
APPROVAL OF A NEW MASTER OF SCIENCE 

DEGREE PROGRAM WITH A MAJOR IN APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY, 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Tarleton State University leading to a Master of 
Science degree with a major in Applied Psychology.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Tarleton State University’s new degree 

program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 025-2016 (ITEM 6.6) 

 
NAMING OF VANDERBILT STREET TO “RUDDER WAY,” 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

Vanderbilt Street is hereby named “Rudder Way.” 
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MINUTE ORDER 026-2016 (ITEM 6.7) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH A QUASI-ENDOWMENT 
ENTITLED THE “ENDOWMENT FOR THE CARE AND MAINTENANCE 

OF THE SHARKEY-CORRIGAN ORGAN AND PROGRAMS,” 
TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System authorizes the 

president of Texas A&M International University to establish a quasi-endowment account 
to be entitled the “Endowment for the Care and Maintenance of the Sharkey-Corrigan 
Organ and Programs.” The account will be funded by a transfer of $200,000 from a 
university donor account. The earnings from the quasi-endowment will be used to provide 
the annual maintenance service of the organ and related programmatic efforts. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 027-2016 (ITEM 6.8) 

 
APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, FEBRUARY 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 
System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 
the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University as set 
forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-03. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 028-2016 (ITEM 6.9) 

 
GRANTING OF FACULTY DEVELOPMENT LEAVE FOR FY 2017, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 31.03, System Regulation 12.99.01 and Sections 51.101-108 of the 
Texas Education Code, authorizes faculty development leave to the faculty members as 
shown in the attached exhibit, Faculty Development Leave List FY 2017, Texas A&M 
University. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 029-2016 (ITEM 6.10) 

 
APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

DEGREE PROGRAM WITH A MAJOR IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University leading to a Bachelor of 
Business Administration with a major in Business Administration.  
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The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University’s new degree 
program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 030-2016 (ITEM 6.11) 

 
APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE PROGRAM 

IN MULTIDISCIPLINARY ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY, AND 
AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University leading to a Bachelor of 
Science in Multidisciplinary Engineering Technology.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University’s new degree 

program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval and 
hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 031-2016 (ITEM 6.12) 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD AN 

HONORARY DEGREE TO MR. GEORGE R.R. MARTIN, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The President of Texas A&M University is authorized to award an 

Honorary Doctor of Letters degree to Mr. George R.R. Martin. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 032-2016 (ITEM 6.13) 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD AN 
HONORARY DEGREE TO DR. PETER J. STANG, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The President of Texas A&M University is authorized to award an 

Honorary Doctor of Letters degree to Dr. Peter J. Stang. 
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MINUTE ORDER 033-2016 (ITEM 6.14) 
 

NAMING OF THE 
“BILLY PICKARD ’56 FOOTBALL EQUIPMENT ROOM” 

IN THE BRIGHT FOOTBALL COMPLEX, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

Football Equipment Room in the Bright Football Complex the “Billy Pickard '56 Football 
Equipment Room.” 

 
MINUTE ORDER 034-2016 (ITEM 6.15) 

 
NAMING OF ACADEMIC ROOMS AND SPACES IN FRANCIS HALL: 

AUDITORIUM/CLASSROOM (ROOM 102), “BOB SEGNER AUDITORIUM”; 
PRIMARY STAIRWELL, “BROOKSTONE, L.P. STAIRWELL”; 

SECONDARY STAIRWELL, “SKANSKA STAIRWELL”; 
STUDENT PROJECT AREA (ROOM 223), “WEBBER STUDENT 

PROJECT ROOM”; ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE SUITE (ROOM 321), 
“SONDRA AND JAMES SMITH ’70 DEPARTMENT HEAD SUITE”; 

OFFICE (ROOM 321B), “JAMES H. MARSH ’51 OFFICE”; AND 
BREAKROOM (ROOM 332), “AUSTIN INDUSTRIES  

FACULTY BREAK ROOM”, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

following Francis Hall academic rooms and spaces:  
 
Auditorium/Classroom (Room 102) - “Bob Segner Auditorium” 
Primary Stairwell - “Brookstone, L.P. Stairwell”  
Secondary Stairwell - “Skanska Stairwell”  
Student Project Area (Room 223) - “Webber Student Project Room” 
Administrative Office Suite (Room 321) -  

“Sondra and James Smith '70 Department Head Suite”  
Office (Room 321B) - “James H. Marsh '51 Office”  
Breakroom (Room 332) - “Austin Industries Faculty Break Room.” 
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MINUTE ORDER 035-2016 (ITEM 6.16) 
 

MOVING THE DWIGHT LOOK NAME FROM THE 
DWIGHT LOOK COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING TO THE 

CIVIL ENGINEERING OFFICE AND LABORATORY BUILDING, 
AND RETURNING THE COLLEGE NAME, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby moves the 

Dwight Look name from the Dwight Look College of Engineering to the Civil Engineering 
Office and Laboratory Building, formally naming it the “Dwight Look Engineering 
Building,” and returning the college name to the “College of Engineering.” 

 
~~~~ 

 
(Note: The Dwight Look College of Engineering was named on March 24, 1994, 

per Minute Order 62-94 and corrected on May 27, 1994, per Minute Order 126-94.) 
 

~~~~ 
 

MINUTE ORDER 036-2016 (ITEM 6.17) 
 

NAMING OF ACADEMIC ROOM W422 IN THE 
WEHNER BUILDING THE “KPMG CLASSROOM,” 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

academic room W422 in the Wehner Building the “KPMG Classroom.” 
 

MINUTE ORDER 037-2016 (ITEM 6.18) 
 

NAMING OF THE 
“ORYX GTL - GAS-TO-LIQUID EXCELLENCE PROGRAM” 

AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT QATAR, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

Gas-to-Liquid Excellence Program at Texas A&M University at Qatar the “ORYX GTL - 
Gas-to-Liquid Excellence Program,” with such naming ending upon termination of the 
Support Agreement between ORYX GTL and Texas A&M University. 
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MINUTE ORDER 038-2016 (ITEM 6.19) 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO 
STUDENT TRAVEL RULE 13.04.99.D1, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS  
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves revisions to 

Rule 13.04.99.D1, Student Travel, for Texas A&M University-Central Texas, as shown in 
the attached exhibit. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 039-2016 (ITEM 6.20) 

 
NAMING OF THE 

“DEEANN GORHAM, WILLIAM GORHAM, AND 
CHARLES NELSON GREEN ROOM” IN THE JACK AND LOU FINNEY 

CONCERT HALL OF THE MUSIC BUILDING, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE  

 
The green room in the Jack and Lou Finney Concert Hall of the Texas A&M 

University-Commerce Music Building is hereby named the “DeeAnn Gorham, William 
Gorham, and Charles Nelson Green Room.” 

 
MINUTE ORDER 040-2016 (ITEM 6.21) 

 
APPROVAL OF A NEW MASTER OF ARTS 

DEGREE PROGRAM WITH A MAJOR IN COMMUNICATION, 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Texarkana leading to a 
Master of Arts in Communication.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Texarkana’s new 

degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 
and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
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MINUTE ORDER 041-2016 (ITEM 6.22) 
 

APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
DEGREE PROGRAM WITH A MAJOR IN BIOTECHNOLOGY, 

AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 
TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Texarkana leading to a 
Bachelor of Science in Biotechnology.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Texarkana’s new 

degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 
and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 042-2016 (ITEM 6.23) 

 
APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

DEGREE PROGRAM WITH A MAJOR IN CHEMISTRY, 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Texarkana leading to a 
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Texarkana’s new 

degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 
and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 

 
MINUTE ORDER 043-2016 (ITEM 6.24) 

 
APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

DEGREE PROGRAM WITH A MAJOR IN KINESIOLOGY, 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM THE 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Texarkana leading to a 
Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology.  

 
The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Texarkana’s new 

degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 
and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
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MINUTE ORDER 044-2016 (ITEM 6.25) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION 
HONORING THE 2015 HORSE JUDGING TEAM, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 045-2016 (ITEM 6.26) 
 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION 
HONORING THE MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY TEAM, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 046-2016 (ITEM 6.27) 
 

NAMING OF 
CLASSROOM 335 IN THE CLASSROOM CENTER BUILDING, 

THE “LAVELLE MILLS BUSINESS CLASSROOM,” 
WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 
Classroom 335, located in the Classroom Center Building on the main campus of 

West Texas A&M University, is hereby named the “LaVelle Mills Business Classroom.” 
 

~~~~ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Chairman Thomas announced that the next regular Board meeting was scheduled 
for Wednesday, April 27, 2016, and the Committee on Academic and Student Affairs was 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 26, 2016. 
 

ADJOURN 
 
 There being no further business, Chairman Thomas adjourned the meeting at 
2:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
      Vickie Burt Spillers 
      Executive Director, Board of Regents 
 

(Minutes transcribed by Gwen Kirby, Office of the Board of Regents.) 



 
 
 
 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
CONFIRMATION OF EMERITUS/EMERITA TITLES 

EMERITUS/EMERITA TITLE LIST NO. 16-03 

MO 021-2016 (Item 6.2) 
EXHIBIT 

 
 

System Member Years of Current 
  Honoree  Service  Rank  Title Conferred  Effective Date   

TARLETON STATE  UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Mark Littleton  27 Professor  Professor Emeritus of  Upon Approval 
Educational Leadership and by the Board 
Policy Studies 

 
Dr. Don Zelman  40 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Pat Zelman  30 

Professor  Professor Emeritus of Upon Approval 
History by the Board 

 
 
 
Professor Professor Emerita Upon Approval 
 of History by the Board 

 
 

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE 
 

Mr. Keith Hansen 32 County 
Extension 
Agent- 

County Extension Agent 
Emeritus 

Upon Approval 
by the Board 

  Horticulture   
 
Dr. Mark McFarland 

 
22 

 
Professor and 
Extension 

 
Professor and Extension 
Specialist Emeritus 

 
Upon Approval 
by the Board 

  Specialist   
 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  
Dr. Kenneth M. 
Baker 

16 Professor Professor Emeritus of 
Internal Medicine 

Upon Approval 
by the Board 

 
Dr. David S. Carlson 

 
22 

 
Regents 

 
Regents Professor Emeritus 

 
Upon Approval 

  Professor of Biomedical Sciences by the Board 
 
Dr. Theodore H. 
Friend 

 
38 

 
Professor 

 
Professor Emeritus of 
Animal Science 

 
Upon Approval 
by the Board 

 
Dr. Norman L. 

 
42 

 
Research 

 
Research Professor 

 
Upon Approval 

Guinasso  Professor Emeritus by the Board 
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