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MINUTES OF THE 

SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

August 24, 2017 
 

 Chairman Charles W. Schwartz convened a special workshop meeting of the Board of 

Regents of The Texas A&M University System at 8:05 a.m., Thursday, August 24, 2017, in the 

Board of Regents Meeting Room, on the campus of Texas A&M University, College Station, 

Texas. The following members of the Board were present: 
 

Mr. Charles W. Schwartz, Chairman 

Ms. Elaine Mendoza, Vice Chairman 

Mr. Phil Adams 

Mr. Tim Leach 

Mr. Bill Mahomes 

Mr. Clifton L. Thomas, Jr. 

Mr. Stephen Shuchart (Student Regent) 

 

 The following members of the Board were not present: 

 

Mr. Robert L. Albritton 

Mr. Anthony G. Buzbee 

Mr. Morris E. Foster 

 

Chairman Schwartz announced that a quorum was present and added that no Board action 

would be taken. Chairman Schwartz said that they would receive several briefings from System 

and university officials. 

 

Chairman Schwartz called on Mr. Billy Hamilton, Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief 

Financial Officer. Mr. Hamilton discussed tuition trends and comparisons among Texas public 

universities. Mr. Hamilton introduced Mr. Joseph Duron, Executive Director, Budgets and 

Accounting, and Mr. Joe Pettibon, Vice President for Enrollment and Academic Services at 

Texas A&M University, who discussed tuition and fee reporting. 

 

Chairman Schwartz called on Mr. Michael Young, President of Texas A&M University. 

President Young discussed the School of Innovation or “I-School.” He said the I-School will be a 

virtual school, designed to transcend traditional college boundaries. President Young said that 

Dean Andrew Morriss would serve as the founding Dean of the School of Innovation and Vice 

President for Entrepreneurship and Economic Development. The I-School will give students 

more opportunities and help prepare them for the workforce. 

 

 Chairman Schwartz called on Mr. Kevin McGinnis, Executive Director, Risk 

Management and Benefit Administration, who discussed campus safety and security issues. 

 

 Next Chairman Schwartz called on Dr. Kathy Banks, Vice Chancellor for Engineering 

and Director of the Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station, and Mr. John Barton, 

Associate Vice Chancellor and Director of the RELLIS Campus, who discussed issues relating to 

the development of the RELLIS campus. 

 

 Chairman Schwartz recessed the meeting at 10:45 a.m. 
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 The following members of the Board participated in a bus tour of the RELLIS campus.   

Dr. Barton provided information regarding the campus (a copy of which is attached to the 

official minutes). 
 

Mr. Charles W. Schwartz, Chairman 

Ms. Elaine Mendoza, Vice Chairman 

Mr. Phil Adams 

Mr. Tim Leach 

Mr. Clifton L. Thomas, Jr.  

Mr. Stephen Shuchart (Student Regent) 

 

The following members of the Board were not present: 

 

Mr. Robert L. Albritton 

Mr. Anthony G. Buzbee 

Mr. Morris E. Foster 

Mr. Bill Mahomes (departed meeting at 10:45 a.m.) 

 

 (Note:  The bus departed the Annex at 11:02 a.m. and returned at 12:15 p.m.) 

 

 Chairman Schwartz reconvened the meeting in the Board Meeting Room at 12:25 p.m.  

After closing remarks by Mr. John Sharp, Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, 

Chairman Schwartz adjourned the meeting at 12:30 p.m., the same day. 
 

 

 

 

Vickie Burt Spillers 

Executive Director, Board of Regents 
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